On Monday, November 11, 2024 at 04:28:07 PM EST, David L. Prasnicki <dpras@vmiaa.org> wrote:

Sal,

Thank you for your email. You raised concerns shared by others in their desire to support VMI. Like all
VMI personnel matters, we refer alumni questions to the Institute, given their sensitivity and issues
related to public disclosure. On your behalf, we have forwarded your concerns to Lt. Col. Sherry
Wallace, VMI director of communications and marketing for the Institute.

Feel free to follow-up with her at wallacesl@vmiaa.org.

Thanks again.

David Prasnicki



David L. Prasnicki

From:dpras@vmiaa.org

To:sal vitale

Cc:Larry New Respess

Tue, Nov 12 at 7:58 AM

Sal,

Thanks for your interest. | am happy to explain the process. The VMI Foundation raises funds for
the Peay Endowment for Academic Excellence. The endowment has oversite from the PEAE
cabinet who until recently was chaired by John Jumper, succeeded by Tom Slater. When
developing the budget, based on the fund raised, a certain amount of funding is designated to the
PEAE initiatives and allocated to the Dean’s budget.

It is the Dean’s responsibility to staff and assign all aspects of the PEAE to Peay Charis, Peay
Scholars, or Peay Fellows, which are reported back to the cabinet. The MOU does not allow the

cabinet nor the agencies to dictate recipients of the funding.

You can be sure that cabinet members such as Tom Slater, John Jumper and Jim Rogers and been
briefed on the situation and are satisfied with the response.
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We are committed to keep members of our boards informed as information is available.
Please forward this statement as you see fit or when receiving inquiries regarding this
situation.

Thank you for your service.

View Statoment

David Prasnicki
Chief Executive Officer
VMI Alumni Agencies
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November 26, 2024

We are aware of the allegations made against Philip Crane, a graduate of the VMI Class of 2016
and a visiting professor at VM, by a self-described activist group. Based on our investigation, we
believe the allegations about Crane are false.

Crane is a decorated combat veteran, VMI alumnus, and Peay Endowment fellow. The vetting
process for Peay fellows, like all faculty members, is thorough, and includes criminal background
checks, reference checks, and multiple interviews. Crane’s classroom instruction complies with
VMI faculty expectations, and the VMI administration, the dean, and leaders of the Peay
Endowment judge Crane to be a positive contributor to the Peay Fellowship program. There
have been no complaints about him or his teaching by cadets, faculty, or staff.

The accusations refer to a situation that occurred over a year ago when Crane was a graduate
student at Columbia University and a member of an official university club, the Palestine
Working Group (PWG). A review of facts found no evidence to support the allegations that he is
a “radical anti-American antisemite.” Importantly, Crane complied with the law and adhered to
the rules of university conduct and first amendment standards of peaceful protest. In addition, a
letter the PWG and 20+ other university clubs signed and made public did not suggest a moral
justification for the civilian casualties on 7 October 2023.

While the group accusing Crane is free to exercise its first amendment rights, making misleading
statements and illustrating them with a photo of a veteran in his military uniform is an insult to
him and the brave men and women who serve this country proudly.

Virginia Military Institute is committed to providing an environment that emphasizes the dignity
and self-worth of every member of our community. We do not tolerate discrimination, hate
speech, or speech that would incite violence or racism of any kind. VMl is a place of leadership
and honor, rigorous academic exploration, spirited debate, and civil discourse. VMI does not
prevent faculty, staff, and cadets from having difficult debates on controversial topics relevant to
the contemporary climate. In fact, we encourage it as a fundamental principle necessary in
providing cadets a wide range of ideas and concepts while teaching them to critically examine
and evaluate information. Our cadets at this institute are preparing for a lifetime of leadership
and service to the nation. Learning about, discussing, and debating worldwide issues is a
necessary component in their preparation.



