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What Military Service Members, Veterans 
and Parents Are Saying 
Comments seen on news articles, videos and social media regarding military recruiting, 
recruiting crisis, woke military, etc. This shows that the Marxist-rooted DEI/CRT woke 
agenda in the military DOES hurt recruiting and retention. 
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“Currently in the military as O3 and let me tell you, 
it is an absolute joke. Integrity and honor are not 
rewarded but diversity and sexuality is. The abuse 
to those who work hard and show up on �me is 
remarkable versus the others who lack mo�va�on 
and are extremely lazy. How anything gets done 
now is astonishing. If you're looking for discipline 
and character building, go work for an independent 
business; the military is a far cry from what it used 
to be.” 

“I just re�red from the Marine Corps a�er 20 years 
last year and it’s ge�ng out of hand. You’ve got 
leadership that doesn’t care about anything except 
these woke policies. I know lots of Marines that are 
ge�ng out because they are �red of it, as well as 
Marines, who wanted to do more than 20 years but 
they are �red of the woke culture.” 

“I have 3 years un�l re�rement and I can't wait. 
The woke mindset and the lack of real standards 
and discipline make the Army a joke.” 

“Is Woke Culture Ruining the Military? As a U.S Air 
Force Veteran who just got out in March of this 
year...YES!” 

“I’m re�ring in July a�er 22 years 100% because of 
the new woke BS. We spend a significant amount 
of �me dedicated to woke agenda and I’ve had 
enough. gender iden�fica�on acceptance, 
pronouns, etc. I honestly DO NOT care what the 
person is or thinks they are, but at the same �me I 
don’t want an agenda FORCED down my throat. I 
believe what I believe and others are free to 
believe what they want. Just let me do my job of 
defending this na�on.” 
     “Same here. I’m almost able to re�re from ac�ve 
service and can’t wait.” 

“My son, who wanted to be a Marine his en�re 
youth, le� a�er 5 years, disgusted with the new 
'woke' Marines.” 

“Having just re�red from the military within the 
last year, I'm guessing the SecArmy has not had to 
sit through the "mandatory training" that has 
begun since Biden took over. If she had, she would 
have the answer to the ques�on about wokeness.” 

“Wormuth is lying through her teeth. I just re�red 
Jan of 2022 and woke policies were being enforced 
and promo�on limi�ng (reprimand leters) 
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punishments were being handed out to leaders 
using the wrong pronouns.” 

“This SecArmy is delusional. Every one of my 
former soldiers who got out did so because of this 
woke nonsense that harms morale and readiness.” 

“As a current Ac�ve Duty Service Member, I can tell 
you that the military has become weak and woke at 
the leadership level.” 

“Woke ideologies, policies, and leadership is the 
primary reason I decided to re�re from the Army 
a�er more than 26 years of service.” 

“Atended a DEI session for new Colonels. 
Assignment was to respond to a role-player who 
argued that military is not systemically racist. Not 
one respondent offered a counterargument; all 
inputs were ad hominem atacks. Look me in the 
eye and tell me our military isn’t woke.” 

“Yes, it is super woke now. Gota deal with it every 
day.”  

“Just re�red a�er 41 yrs in Army Reserve. It's 
different now. Now you must bow down to every 
woke concept they throw at you. This will literally 
ruin the military in about 5 yrs if le� unchecked.” 

“This is why I got out 3 years early from my 
re�rement target.” 

“I know a model Marine, 6'1, 230lbs of monster 
muscle did not re-up because of wokeness.” 

“I'm on ac�ve duty and believe me, I never thought 
I'd serve in a force that requires its members to, 
when called upon, stand up and proudly affirm that 
men can indeed get pregnant. Failure to do so gets 
you drummed out of the ranks as a bigot. What a 
world. So brave, so new.” 

“My daughter (68B, E-6) is calling it quits a�er 6 
years. "The Army's values no longer align with 
mine, Dad. I can't do it anymore." 

“I’m in the AF but it gets harder and harder to 
serve with the virtue signaling they try to force 
upon us. It is a Marxist strategy to diminish then 
destroy the family unit. Disgus�ng.” 

“Yes, military is woke. They tried to shove a pride 
run down my throat. I’m a SFC medic ac�ve duty. 
I’m over it. I’m trying to get out.” 

“I have 4 years un�l I re�re and I don’t know if I can 
make it. It’s a torturous level of ridiculous ge�ng 
worse each and every day.” 

“A�er 20 years of commissioned service, I tell folks 
all the �me--no mater how woke you think the 
armed forces are, it is much worse.” 

“A high-ranking friend recently told me the 
increasing pressure to be poli�cally correct was a 
burden & distrac�on he hated.” 

“My nephew, a Master Sergeant tells me recruits 
are leaving immediately a�er enlistments expire. 
They are sick and �red of all the seminars, reading 
materials, and strange impromptu "interviews" 
probing a�tudes toward race, gender, and sexual 
preference. Reten�on is an even bigger problem 
than recruitment. The military has turned into a 
social experiment laboratory.” 

“Came back last year from the Marines, and it's a 
shit show honestly.” 

“I'm re�red with 24 years of ac�ve duty, and s�ll 
have friends who are s�ll ac�ve. They tell me our 
military has gone off the deep end. Completely 
woke, weak, confused, untrained, and a complete 
embarrassment. A total clown show.” 

“I spoke only last week to an old friend who was a 
high-ranking officer, and who took early 
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re�rement. Why? Because, he said, the officer 
corps has become highly poli�cized, and to the 
Le�. He said he feels he can no longer be effec�ve 
as a leader And, he said, the poli�ciza�on is 
harming readiness.” 

“The majority of military members don’t THINK the 
Pentagon has become poli�cized… they KNOW it 
for a fact. I’ve got a pair of sons in the Army. Some 
of the stories they tell me about the woke briefings 
they have to sit through…” 

“Yes, it’s a woke military and that’s why I re�red. 
We are screwed due to our weak leadership.” 

“I spent the weekend camping out with several ex 
military and several ac�ve duty military. 3 of the 
ac�ve duty soldiers said their ge�ng out this year 
a�er 11 yrs of a career decision saying today's 
military is a joke and it's not worth con�nuing 
forward to their 20 yr goal.” 

“I got out recently as a mul�genera�onal family 
myself and told my nephews and nieces not to join 
it's not worth it.” 

“I learned last week my brother in law re�red 
partly because of the wokeness. He has been in the 
Air Force for over 20 years and he's sick of it.” 

“I spent 10 years in the Army. I planned on making 
a career but it got so hateful and poli�cal. I was 
passed over several �mes for promo�ons just 
because the Army had to promote minori�es and 
females. I wouldn't recommend today's military to 
anyone. It's a joke.” 

“My dad and father in law both served in the 
military, and now my son-in-law is in the Army. He 
says wokeness is killing the morale of the enlisted 
men.” 

“Son started serving under previous administra�on 
w every inten�on on 20+ yr military career. Loves 

flying but will not reenlist under leadership that is 
never held accountable for failure & openly 
unlawful ac�ons against service members. 
Genera�ons of family service too.” 

“Le� the Marine Corps because of the woke stuff.” 

“My four year enlistment was enough to realize I 
didn't want to make the Air Force a career.” 

“My Son is in the AF. His six year enlistment is 
coming to a close (He's Air Traffic Control) and he 
has also decided to walk away and go work in the 
Civilian Sector.” 

“I'm glad I re�re out of the army in two years. 20 
years and I've seen the downfall of the thing I used 
to love.” 

“My son is due to re�re from the Navy a�er 25 
years. He told me that due to these poli�cal 
policies he can't wait to leave. I'm just glad he is at 
the end of his career and not the beginning.” 

“My friend’s son joined the Army during the covid 
lockdown hysteria. He was always going to be in 
some computer related field a�er basic training ( 
he’s in intelligence now) but he was really looking 
forward to playing with guns and ammo during 
basic training, because he knew he wouldn’t have a 
chance later. Instead, he said they sat “criss-cross 
applesauce”, and were lectured about diversity, 
inclusion, white supremacy, pronouns, and other 
wokeness. This is not how you build a strong 
military.” 

“Well, my son has been in the USAF for 14 years. 
He just visited us and said the morale is the worst 
he has ever seen. He said they are ge�ng 
overwhelmed with a focus via training and 
propaganda on LGBTQ indoctrina�on. He is ge�ng 
out a�er his next 4 years is up.” 
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“A friend of mine has a son in the AF that is an 
officer. He has a masters degree in Aeronau�cal 
Engineering. He told his dad he is re�ring in a few 
months and that it can't happen soon enough. He 
says that the "woke" garbage being shoved down 
their throats is sickening, and he can't take it 
anymore. He says there are many officers and 
enlisted that feel the same way and will be leaving 
the service. As bad as the Russian military has 
performed in Ukraine, I doubt if we could even 
defeat them on a batlefield.” 

“Every genera�on of mine has been in the service 
from WW1 to a few years ago. 2 years ago my 
nephew ended resigning up, he said "he didn't sign 
up for this shit." He was planning to make a career 
out of it. Good young man too.” 

“My kid came out a�er six years, finished up his 
engineering degree, and told anyone who would 
listen to never enlist.” 

"My stepson le� the Navy about 3 weeks ago a�er 
13 years. SO happy he le�. He said it was an 
absolute shit show." 

“My son in law is a special forces medic, three 
tours in the Middle East and now is teaching his 
people about accep�ng transgenders in the 
military. This is a real soldier who says the army will 
never be a figh�ng force again. He’s one year away 
from twenty years and said he may not make it to 
re�rement. May God bless our real defenders of 
freedom.” 

“When you’re in the military and have to deal with 
woke, you’re dealing with it 24/7, 365 days a year. 
You’re on the clock 24 hrs a day. There is no escape, 
so yeah, it is a big reason why recrui�ng is down 
and reten�on is suffering also. It also seems by 
design. It’s no coincidence that the poli�cians who 
push woke policies also hate the military and 
everything that it stands for.” 

“It's terrible. I re�red last year from the military, 27 
1/2 years, am very proud of my service. Things 
changing over �me is to be expected, however, the 
changes in the past several years have been dras�c 
& disappoin�ng. We need to do beter & change 
course. Will stop there.” 

“My brother, career military, is trying to hang on 
un�l he re�res. He doesn't want to blow his 
pension by leaving early. He's got a few years le�. 
However, he's disgusted by how the military caters 
to woke these days. He keeps his mouth shut and 
does his job, but he's not proud of what the 
military has become. 
     I don't have to prompt him to bring up how 
disgusted he is. I try to avoid talking about poli�cs 
and the military, so the fact that he brings it up 
without me promo�ng is a clue that something 
radically different is going on. Leadership maters 
and we are being presented with crazy and being 
told it's the ra�onal, adult choice. I'm not going to 
be encouraging my teen son to join the armed 
forces. I just can't do it with a straight face. In the 
past, that wouldn't be an issue.  Culture maters 
and the military has gone nuters.”  

"I was the Equal Opportunity Adviser for an Army 
installa�on in 2009. We got a new mission 
statement. It was called “Blueprint for the Na�on”. 
It was sold as “what the military does, the na�on 
will follow”. We removed all references to “unity” 
and replaced them with “diversity.” We also were 
forbidden from saying “mel�ng pot” and replaced 
it with “salad bowl”. Now here we are. A na�on 
divided. No unity. No na�onal iden�ty. This plan for 
our collapse and civil war has been long in the 
making. I don’t believe there is a path forward for 
bringing back what our forefathers knew. Very 
sad." 

“My granddaughter’s husband is a West Point 
graduate who served 8 years in Special Forces. He 
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le� the Army last year. Why? “We spent more �me 
in social jus�ce classes than we did on the range”. 

“As a current military member, I can atest to this 
(military going woke). I have lost commanders and 
troops who le�, ci�ng the federal government's 
acceptance of unconscious bias/systemic racism 
doctrines. As a soldier, you are faced with this 
paradox: either the accusa�on is true, and you are 
a racist, or at least live in a racist country, or, the 
doctrine is false, and you live in a country of 
idealogues who are willing to destroy you with 
their lies. Who wants to die for either of those? 
This is the result of deconstruc�onist philosophy. It 
always corrodes. Anyone interested should read a 
book writen by a military officer who was fired for 
his words, "Irresis�ble Revolu�on" by Lohmeier. 
Every example he gives, I have seen myself 
firsthand.” 

“Met a young man a couple weeks ago who was 
medically discharged from the Army. Gave me an 
earful about all of the DEI training now. That is not 
my US military!” 

“It's true. The woke agenda was a leading factor in 
my decision to re�re a�er 22 years. I was seeing a 
new genera�on of Soldiers that I would not want in 
a foxhole with me.” 

“We know 2 brothers who are young, patrio�c, 
dedicated Marines who joined the corps carrying 
on a family legacy of service. They both fulfilled 
their first term of enlistment and then got out 
because of the indoctrina�on and woke ideology.” 

"My best friend’s grandson just recently refused to 
reenlist in the USN. Reason: too much social 
pressure from top ranking officers and senior NCOs. 
Too many Woke programs." 

“Served 27 years in USAF and worked 18 more at a 
Special Opera�ons Base. WOKE and diversity has 
been jammed down our throats. I'm finally done 

with this whole works. Our military used to be 
strong. Today, if it's more than a touch of a buton, 
we're doomed. We've become fat, lax, and lazy. 
Most cannot even do their basic job. Pathe�c do 
see our military go down the drain.” 

“My family has a long history of serving that goes 
back genera�ons, both mother and father are vets. 
My older brother in the Army hates it. The 
wokeness is terrible, he’s had to atend a number 
of CRT sessions – one where he had to wear an 
“oppressor” sign around his neck for the day. He 
said it’s all very humilia�ng and has created bad 
morale. Despite wan�ng it since I was a kid, I 
decided I’ll find another way to help my country. 
I’m not joining an organiza�on that will treat me 
with contempt for who I am. Very saddened by 
what has happened I’m not sure we win wars.” 

“My nephew re�red from the 82nd Airborne in the 
last year. Thank God he’s the last family member to 
leave the “Joke” Military. He wanted to be a lifer 
and he served more than 15 years, but said to Hell 
with it when the Military became a Woke Joke.” 

“I just re�red. Too much focus on wokeness and 
social jus�ce, not enough focus on preparing for 
war. No longer are the best and brightest promoted 
but now it’s who meets the diversity and equity 
block most of which are incompetent. Good luck if 
you try but I would look at trade schools for a 
career first.” 

“As a re�red USAF member, I can unequivocally 
state that there is far too much emphasis the woke 
agenda than there is on the mission.” 

“I re�red with 21 years of service and have worked 
as a contractor for the military for 20 more years. 
The military culture has changed drama�cally in 40 
years… for the worse. Standards seem to be out the 
window and there’s very litle mo�va�on toward 
achieving goals. Commanders are scared to make 
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decisions without consul�ng an army of lawyers, 
and every decision has to be poli�cally correct and 
“woke”. Those type of decision-making cycles get 
soldiers killed. It’s no wonder kids no longer want 
to serve. Military vets are warning their kids and 
others not to join. Remove the woke and the esprit 
de corp will return.” 

“My father re�red from the Air Force with 30 years. 
I re�red from the Army with 21. I s�ll work as a 
contractor for the military, and I can say with great 
discomfort that the military I knew is no more. 
Physical requirements have been rolled back, 
ap�tude tests have been dumbed down, and 
standards in general are waved for many 
categories. It scares me that soldiers have to serve 
under a president that doesn’t value their lives nor 
cares about the military in general.” 

“The poli�caliza�on of the senior officer ranks 
where DEI is over indexed to the extreme.” 

"You're right. And there is another aspect that most 
people don't realize. Over the last two decades, a 
number of general and flag officer posi�ons have 
been filled with members of the Senior Execu�ve 
Service (SES), and many new posi�ons have been 
created for them as well. Now we have senior 
leaders in the military who have never worn the 
uniform, never been part of the military culture, 
and who tend to become more poli�cized. Plus 
they don't rotate at the frequency of military 
officers. If the goal is a less poli�cized military, 
these posi�ons need to be rolled back." 

“I am on all branches bases, installa�ons 
conduc�ng business. Must say, as a veteran of 2 
wars-conflicts, 14 years Ac�ve Duty, it is VERY 
discouraging and scary to see the uter lack of 
decorum, respect and discipline we were taught 
makes the greatest figh�ng military in the world! Is 
it a coincidence the USA is at its weakest point over 
these past 3 years? I think NOT!” 

”A friend of mine’s Grandson just got out of USMC 
Boot Camp. He went to the rifle range twice, 
bivouac once. diversity training the rest of the �me. 
Sad to say that the boy feels very disappointed 
a�er his Grandfather told him what the Marines 
USED TO BE before he enlisted! My Buddy, his 
Grandpa, had no idea it had goten that bad, me 
either.” 

“As a legacy American (setler, not immigrant) my 
family has served in the US military in every war 
since the Revolu�on. Some died, some lived to tell 
stories. My wife's uncles and mine were on 
opposite sides in the War between the States. My 
uncle Cecil died at Normandy. My Dad landed 
Marines on Iwo Jima. Two dead rela�ves in Korea. 
Four in Vietnam. My wife and I served in the 70's. 
My son did three tours in Afghanistan. All that to 
show my history and I WOULD NEVER SUGGEST 
ANYONE JOIN THE CURRENT US MILITARY! It's 
simply not the same country and I fear it never will 
be again.”  

“Re�red in 2017. Was already star�ng to go woke. 
So glad I’m done.” 

“Ge�ng out in about month and a half… feels like 
the day can’t come soon enough.” 

“My nephew was on a nuke submarine for 3 years. 
When his enlistment was up I thought he was going 
to reenlist. He's said no f--n way he wanted any 
part of what the navy is pushing.” 

“I re�red November 2021 from the US Navy a�er 
24 years of service due to the policies being pushed 
down from the top. I saw just how spineless top 
officers had become.” 

“All three of my military sons were very glad to get 
out of the woke military in the past few years. I 
believe (I hope, actually) that a very long family 
military tradi�on has now ended with them. I do 
not want any more of my sons or my grandchildren 
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ever serving this corrupt military elite and even 
more corrupt civilian leaders.” 

“My sons are the first genera�on in our en�re 
family line to NOT serve in the military. I re�red 
from ac�ve duty a few years back and have 
repeatedly discouraged both my boys from serving 
at all costs strictly BECAUSE of woke le�ist ideology 
that has taken hold. Rare is the real war-fighter 
found serving in the current uniformed le�ist 
indoctrina�on regimes. They've been phased out 
through years of "tolerance" training and soulless 
'yes-man' promo�ng regardless of mission decay. 
PC culture has massacred any and all military 
tradi�on & lethality. Nothing but so� betas now.” 

“I was ac�ve AF for 23 yrs, plus another 1.5 as a 
G.S. All medical, but I served both enlisted and 
commissioned. I could see the wokism encroaching 
even before I re�red nearly 10 years ago. I guess 
I'm just another of the voices saying "thank God I'm 
not in anymore". Do your best. S�ck to standards, 
and be ultra consistent in how you address 
devia�on from standards...I guess that's the only 
useful thing I could say. How is diversity and 
sexuality rewarded? it's rewarded by presen�ng 
PowerPoints celebra�ng both, having mee�ngs 
reinforcing these core beliefs, ge�ng emails 
regarding them, poin�ng out individuals for either 
their skin color or sexuality and showing favori�sm 
as well.” 

“My son has been in the Army for 2 1/2 years and 
he is ge�ng out. He says the Army has gone 
completely woke and has lost what the military has 
always stood for. Very sad.” 

“My son had childhood dreams of joining the Navy 
and becoming a submariner, but has chosen 
another path due to the woke agenda.” 

“I joined the Air Force 2 years ago. Don’t join. I 
should have listened to the people who tried to 

warn me not to. How can you form effec�ve teams 
when some people have preferen�al treatment 
based on things like sexual preference and you 
can’t trust that they won’t use that advantage to 
tear you down or end your career? I don’t have a 
job that is really dangerous or anything but it’s the 
military. You have to expect the possibility of 
having your life on the line and I can’t say I have 
much confidence in many people’s ability to 
perform in even slightly dangerous situa�ons.” 

“It’s no longer the apoli�cal military the American 
people can count on. I’m done when I hit my 
re�rement a year from now.” 

“As someone that’s currently ac�ve for 19 years, 
the route that the military has taken would 
absolutely make me not want to do it again. I’ve 
had so many first term enlisted ask ques�ons and 
opinions from me. Not because of going to war but 
because of poli�cs and policies put in place.” 

“I had a long conversa�on with a young officer 
recently and asked him the reac�on to the 'woke' 
military mandates from above. He said, "None of us 
believe that stuff. We just laugh it off and ignore 
what they say." That sounds like the opposite of 
respect for the chain of command.” 
---“Not en�rely true. My son, who is a sergeant, 
cannot apply the same discipline to certain special 
groups of people for fear of being disciplined by his 
superior officers. It's not the military of yesterday 
when you have different rules for some, merely 
because of the color of their skin and/or their 
sexual preferences. This process breeds 
resentment, which is the last thing you need in that 
environment.” 

“Wokeness is 100% hur�ng recruitment. I was in 
the military for 21 years and I’m s�ll in contact with 
people I served with who are ac�ve duty. They tell 
me all the �me that it’s 100% woke 
now….pronouns…..LGBTQ and trans-gender 
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trainings. What concerns me the most, this 
administra�on has severed the bond between the 
military and “genera�onal families”. Those families 
where all the men or women served so it’s a 
tradi�on for the kids to follow. I see 1990’s / early 
2000’s vets telling their kids in 2023 “NO” and 
“Don’t do it” because of the wokeness, poor VA 
care post service, and things like the way this 
administra�on pulled the plug on Afghanistan or 
launched the “there’s a white na�onalist problem 
in our military” campaign where instead of just 
inves�ga�ng any issues and dealing with it, they 
preferred to just call every white guy a white 
na�onalist through seminars and trainings. I also 
believe the le� is assassina�ng na�onal pride in 
America which is causing more and more young 
folks to hate their country and not want to serve. 
It’s a sickening and sad situa�on. Elec�ons have 
consequences and we as a na�on need to fix this!” 

“I am a SFC in the Army with 13 years in, DO NOT 
JOIN it is an absolute mess right now and we are so 
weak.” 

“Believe me when I say...as a veteran, with three 
other family members who are/were veterans...this 
new woke crap means everything. Plus, reservists 
are re�ring early; ac�ve duty members are not re-
enlis�ng. The leadership of our country...including 
the military...is destroying everything good and 
strong and moral about us with this focus on 
personal (fic�onal) iden��es & climate sh**, 
instead of colorblind comba�ng of evil. And we 
cannot help but pay the price in the future. So 
tragic.” 

“I'm an army vet and I'm s�ll in touch with some of 
my buddies who stayed in and they absolutely have 
gone. Woke. They've had to change their language 
completely to accommodate incoming recruits.” 

“Wokeness is absolutely affec�ng the military. I 
personally know guys in the Navy who have over 

20, but aren't being allowed to submit their 
re�rement paperwork because recruitment and 
reten�on has been nega�vely impacted by horrible 
liberal policies. They can lie and obfuscate in front 
of congress all day long, but the troops know that 
limp wristed leaders have nega�vely impacted 
serving.” 

“My grandson wanted to join the Navy since he 
was 16. He did research and decided that he 
wanted to be a Gunners Mate. He graduated high 
school with honors and decided to enlist instead of 
going to college. Since joining he's atended 
mul�ple schools finishing at the top of his class in 
all. His first command put him on the fast track 
program and in less than 5 years he was promoted 
to E-6 (Gunners Mate Pety Officer First Class (SW). 
He's currently in his second enlistment. A�er 
repor�ng to a new command he said things really 
changed. It's become woke and poli�cal. He says 
unless things change for the beter he will not be 
re-enlis�ng again.” 

“I joined in 2005 and some of my best memories is 
basic training. The drill sergeants I had been to 
combat, great shape, and knowledgeable. It was 
exactly what I expected. Fast forward to 2019. I got 
out of ac�ve and doing my last year in the guard. 
I'm doing mandatory transgender training. I'm 
being told we have to respect them. I remember 
one of the female's asked if a transgender female 
could use women's restrooms. The answer was yes 
and we had to accept it. I knew then I didn't want 
any part of this Army. I got out several months 
later...no regrets ge�ng out.” 

“I am also a USMC veteran, and my son, despite my 
best efforts to discourage him from doing so, 
became a Marine and is about 3 months away from 
comple�ng his 4 year enlistment. He can’t wait to 
be out, and they didn’t even offer him any kind of 
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reenlistment incen�ves at all, even though he is a 
solid NCO with exemplary service.” 

“My wife and brother in law both got out of the AF. 
The schools on base have gone woke on the 
children. During lock down, the bases would allow 
airmen to leave for woke protests otherwise they 
had to stay. A�er doing PT, the first shirts would 
have some kind of woke agenda they would ask the 
units to par�cipate in, etc. It’s been a hard push in 
one direc�on and you become ostracized for not 
par�cipa�ng.” 

“This is NOT the same military my dad or I enlisted 
in. It seems to have become a lab for social 
experimenta�on. Our enemies take great comfort 
in the inept and compromised senior leadership 
who are more concerned with PC , CRT, and 
pronoun as opposed to war figh�ng. Whereas our 
enemies are focusing on figh�ng and winning 
wars.” 
  --"I wish you weren't right, but you are. I 
enlisted in 1998 and recently re�red in 2021. The 
term 'dumpster fire' doesn't even come close to 
describing what the military had turned into by the 
�me I got out. I was told to conduct extremism 
training to my troops and the material was 100% 
about right-wing extremists. I asked if I had leeway 
to discuss the le�-wing extremism that was also 
prevalent (BLM, ANTIFA etc) and was told no, s�ck 
to the material provided. I also had to give gender 
equality training that heavily consisted of 
transexuals and their transi�oning process. It was 
clear what was happening and I'm glad I got out 
when I did.” 

“I recently talked 2 nephews out of it. I served 10 
years with mul�ple tours to Iraq and was a 
recruiter. I would highly advise against service with 
the way things are being run right now.” 

“24 years in, about to re�re. My son wanted to 
follow in my footsteps and join. I’ve discouraged 

him (his choice) from doing so. It’s a mess fight 
now.” 

“As a veteran for 10 years, it is an absolute joke. 
Those who work hard vs those who are in for a 
paycheck and do the bare minimum get rewarded 
the same and promoted the same. It becomes a 
game of numbers and officers sanc�on enlisted for 
the same exact things the officers do. Leadership is 
a clown show and work ethic is nonexistent due to 
lack of accountability. When the military presented 
this Extremism training which was all about 
targe�ng right wing groups a�er January 6, but did 
not implement or vilify anything about le� wing 
groups, I knew I had to do something to get me out 
of there, and I did. That and the Afghanistan 
withdrawal were the reasons I did what I did.” 

“Another Marine veteran commen�ng here - I have 
friends nearing re�rement in mul�ple branches 
and they send me screen shots of “programs” and 
“ini�a�ves” that are nothing but complete 
wokeness. It’s an absolutely disgus�ng place our 
military is in and we need to clean house. Start 
with commander in chief and work all the way 
down through every complacent officer there is. 
And to be very clear, every single officer is complicit 
right now. The good ones have all goten kicked out 
(mostly for Covid reasons). Our military is weak. It 
can be fixed. But it’s gonna be painful.” 

“I proudly served 25 years in the Army. Most 
Soldiers I know today, including two of my sons, are 
just hanging on un�l they hit 20, if they're close, or 
un�l their current enlistment expires. It will take 
massive investments of �me and money to rebuild 
our military once this administra�on ends.“ 

“I have a son in-law in the Navy who planned on 
re�ring from there he only has a few years to go 
but he has now decided as soon as his current 
obliga�on runs out he is leaving. Democrats have 
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achieved their dream destruc�on of our military . 
No way I would recommend anyone join.” 

“With all due respect…. I’ve come from a long line 
of family members serving this great country. I 
re�red in Feb 2023 a�er 24 YOS. Couldn’t take the 
forced “It’s not OK to be White” training 
requirement.” 

“I re�red from the military 2 years ago and I don’t 
want my kids joining. It was a prety good gig for 
me and I’m happy to have served, but there’s no 
way I would recommend it to anyone. Having to 
walk on eggshells in order to prevent ruining your 
career and future definitely isn’t worth it now. 
Wokeness and cancel culture are ruining 
everything.” 

“As a Mother of 22 year olds……it’s the wokeness. 
Many young men I know joined in 2019 and 2020 
and will get out ASAP due to the BS they’ve had to 
endure.” 

“My son won't join the Marines anymore because 
of the weak wokeness. I was a squad leader during 
Desert Storm with a solid Company of warfighters.” 

“23 year old Army Vet. I’m glad I ETSd. Shit is only 
ge�ng worse and worse. I absolutely will not be 
rejoining our na�on’s military for any reason… ever. 
For this exact reason.” 

“My son is a Navy Lt flying Seahawks; I'm re�red 
USAF Lt Col/ former pilot of God's gi� to man, the 
UH-1N. I pray for the day he can leave. I could not 
recommend anyone join today, our oath was to the 
Cons�tu�on, not to ideology. USAFA '90” 

“When I was in, they allowed transgenders and it 
didn’t make any sense. We got talked to by an 
admiral and did like 10 mee�ngs on transgender 
sensi�vity training. I am no longer in.” 

“I re�red in 2021 a�er 21 years. Sorry to say, but 
it's too late...upper level leadership is completely 
woke at this point.” 

“I re�red a�er 25+ years last February. I made this 
life changing decision a�er what I deemed was CRT 
indoctrina�on. They called it something else. My 
inner voice became an external �rade of 
disagreement, and I knew this was a batle I was 
going to lose. Cowardly, I decided to exit with my 
pension intact. The problem with this is so did a 
great many of my cohort of technical and tac�cal 
experts. The “Great Purge” con�nues.” 

“I was surprised when my youngest son enlisted in 
2012. A Black Hawk Crew Chief he was on his way 
to flight school when he atended a leadership class 
on ‘What to do if your male solider becomes 
pregnant or has their period.’ He had complained 
that half their �me was spent in HR classes instead 
of training. Lack of flight hours, field training, 
competency in individual and collec�ve tasks and 
skills. And so, much to the disappointment of this 
old soldier, he made the right decision, giving up 
his opportunity to become a pilot and got out. 
Today he has a degree in mathema�cs and a 
master’s from Embry Riddle in Aerospace Avia�on 
Management and Safety and is employed as the 
Director of Safety for a cargo airline. He and his 
family are doing quite well, and he certainly 
doesn’t regret his decision. Regretably, neither do I 
as his father. US Army Re�red.” 

“It’s because of the wokeness. My hubs re�red 
a�er 38 years in. A fellow soldier told him he was 
forced to sign agreements accep�ng men dressing 
as women in the Army. The guy told his 
commander “I’ll sign it but I’m telling you I don’t 
agree with this.” He s�ll received a nega�ve mark in 
his record just for an off the record opinion.” 

“25 years ac�ve duty and s�ll work for the army as 
a civilian. This army is way more concerned with 
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social issues and equity than warfigh�ng. Discipline 
is lax and I some�mes think the commanders from 
company to brigade are severely concerned about 
not doing anything to get relieved, much more than 
training for war. I don’t see this ever reversing, one 
reason I would not recommend service in the 
Army. Sad to say….” 

“My son recently re�red from the military. They 
spent more �me in classes that taught poli�cal 
correctness than they did in flight briefs. Within a 
three month period, his squadron lost almost 60% 
of their pilots and crews. The airlines pay much 
beter anyway.” 

“I chose not to reenlist because of this craziness. 
When The Chairman called my white counterparts 
terrorists and suggested that all units have 
extremists in them, and wanted to examine white 
Soldiers for their beliefs... His statements vs. what 
was sent out were very different. The SecDef 
echoed those views and worse, and I was among 
MANY service members from my base who refused 
to reenlist under this administra�on, some with as 
many as 15 years of service. When we talk to 
people, it absolutely plays into why they're not 
wan�ng to come in.” 

“I have a family member who was going to career 
in the Marines. As soon as his hitch was up he le�. 
Refused to reenlist. Couldn't blame him.” 

“Yeah, I just re�red from the Air Force last May 
a�er pu�ng in 35 years; last 5 were the worse; 
poor leadership, no accountability, people unfit to 
actually be in uniform (fat/overweight), list goes on 
and on!” 

“My brother in law just re�red from 25 years in the 
Army at Ft. Bragg as special forces. Been all over 
the world and done it all. Made a very good living. 
He said Sunday night that I should never let my 15 
year old son join. It’s an embarrassment.” 

“As for the military, my youngest son thought he 
wanted to be a lifer. Once he got in and watched 
the destruc�on in real �me he decided he wanted 
no part of the destruc�on of the ins�tu�on every 
male in his lineage has served in one way or 
another.” 

“I’m so happy I got out in 2017. I’m proud of my 
service, but I would never let my kids join. Sadly, 
the Army has changed so much over the last 
decade. Not sure if we are the good guys 
anymore.” 

“I couldn’t wait to re�re because of the wokeness 
and climate change agenda that was being pushed 
& he’s right the ads are absolutely ridiculous, and 
I’m embarrassed at the direc�on of our once great 
military.” 

“I stopped by the Unit I re�red from in 2016 later 
that year. They were ge�ng ready to have the 
usual classes the Military requires periodically. My 
Commander wanted me to s�ck around for the 
Transgender training.” 

“They spend more �me peddling redundant 
irrelevant social training than military skills training. 
My husband and I re�red just in �me, however our 
oldest daughter is only spending her ini�al 
enlistment in the Army due to all the woke 
distrac�ons.” 

“I served 34 1/2 years in the military! Re�red May 
2022! The military has become poli�cal and is 
going woke!!! I got �red of having to sit thru 
briefing weekly on diversity and acceptance! If you 
were minority you were giving preferen�al 
treatment when it came to promo�on, schools, 
housing and posi�ons and duty loca�ons! I’m glad 
I’m out and I won’t recommend anyone joining!” 

“Family served Marine Corps and Army with 
mul�ple combat tours. Told all my 5 sons to not 
even consider a career in the military. The 
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leadership has betrayed their mission. Lie all they 
want but combat readiness is not their goal.” 

“I can tell you here in the real world my Grandson 
just out of college, Eagle Scout, 3 years NJROTC, 
many hours of community service, very athle�c 
and many of his Friends want nothing to do with 
Biden WOKIES.” 

“It is not the rhetoric. It is the imposi�on of woke 
on poten�al recruits. Same as any corpora�on. Go 
woke go broke. In the military case, go woke, no 
poke. Recruits to the military do not want the woke 
lifestyle.” 

“My son graduated high school 2 yrs ago . He wants 
to go into the Air Force. He won't join b/c of this 
Admin & the current b.s. going on in all the Armed 
Forces. My other son joined the Navy did his 3 yrs 
& said FTS. He came home in December. It's not 
like it used to be.” 

“I re�red in 2019 and most of my fellow soldiers 
were all saying they would re�re or not re-enlist 
because we could see what was coming down the 
road. The military does not want to go woke and 
should never be used for poli�cs and tes�ng new 
social policies.” 

“I served in the Navy in the 80's and 90's; my son is 
currently in the Na�onal Guard and is preparing for 
his 3rd deployment. Listening to him talk, an�-
woke rhetoric is NOT the problem. The woke 
policies and inept leadership at the top ARE the 
problems. Flag officers are being put into posi�ons 
they are not suited for because of who they know, 
because they have the right agendas or because 
they do not "rock the boat". Meanwhile, other 
candidates are not selected and prety much forced 
to re�re because they are willing to call out issues 
and stand up for their soldiers, sailors and marines. 
These inept leaders and their failed policies are 
having a direct impact on reten�on. My son was 

telling me this week how his unit struggles to retain 
people.” 

“I served 22 years in the Army, re�ring in 2006. I 
was also in USAREC, the Army's recrui�ng 
command, for a number of years. I have seen some 
wild swings over the years given the poli�cs in the 
USA. But never anything like this. Using cartoons 
that exploit the sexuality of a recruit's parents is 
just whacky. You are a figh�ng force. Concentrate 
on figh�ng and winning wars. Use that Warrior 
mentality in your recrui�ng campaigns and you will 
succeed. Look at the Marines. They are staying 
fairly focused during this Woke poli�cal climate. 
They are leading by example.” 

“9 genera�ons of our family served in the Navy and 
Marines. Genera�on X opted out. Genera�on Z 
never considered it. You have to believe the 
government and people you serve. The Democrats 
are unbelievable.” 

“I no longer recommend military service. It’s kinda 
hard to fight a war when you are worried about 
pronouns. Served over 24 years USN.” 

“A few years ago the military was a viable op�on 
for my son. He’s now 17, and we’ve completely 
eliminated the military as an op�on. There is no 
place in the military for woke policies.” 

“I wouldn't serve in Aus�n's woke military either, 
and I know many other veterans who say the same 
thing. Any military whose mission it is to serve as a 
cultural diversity experiment over giving me the 
best training and equipment for the best chance for 
survival is not going to draw the best men for the 
job.” 

“I can tell you that anyone who has been in the 
military is telling anyone thinking about joining to 
not join. The military is no longer a place where the 
best of the best are leading.” 
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“I served 23 years as an officer, and although I 
don't regret a minute of it and wouldn't change a 
thing, there is no way in hell I would serve today.” 

“Why can’t our top military leaders figure out that 
the reason for people enlis�ng at such a low rate is 
due to their DEI push? People want nothing to do 
with it. This is not rocket science. When someone is 
shoo�ng at you, they could give a fig what your 
pronouns are.” 

“The military was the most level racial playground 
that I experienced (84-2015). It used to have a 
merit and ability basis that silenced racism.” 

“I was a Marine. In the current climate I would 
never repeat. And I am glad neither of my children 
have any interest in the military. Maybe this is the 
end of America.” 

“It’s not the military anymore, it’s a social 
experiment. Many are hanging on to get to 
re�rement and their done. I re�red as soon as I 
could. I don’t want my kids to serve in this woke 
bullshit.” 

“The minority report that came out in 2020 is 
essen�ally the reason I le� the military. The means 
of being promoted by TIG and TIS combined with 
merit was being pushed out, and promo�on based 
on skin color was taken over.” 

“I am a Department of the Army civilian (civil 
servant) with 30+ years of service. I work for a 
civilian-heavy organiza�on of roughly 1500 people. 
We are going woke, and it's accelera�ng. In 2021 
we had the first ever Pride Week. There were 
several events. The week culminated with a Pride 
Walk around our litle base. It was kicked off by a 
"special guest" who pranced around tossing rose 
petals in the air. The group marched behind a big 
Pride flag. That act, as it turns out, got the 
Command's hand slapped, as it is against regs to 
display or march with any flag other than the US 

flag or a unit guide on. So this year they forbade 
display of the Pride flag. So the rainbows came in 
other shapes and sizes. This year we had a whole 
month of Pride events, culmina�ng in a video 
presenta�on by Rachel Levine. Fun fact: Levine and 
Gen Milley played high school football together. I 
reckon it's a safe bet they showered together. And 
here, all these years later....what are the odds?    
There's more. We now have a set of Employee 
Resource Groups (ERG), closed groups for LGBT, 
Black, women, etc. All the usual protected classes. 
This year our Commander unilaterally, without any 
workplace polling, decreed that one restroom on 
each  floor would become All Gender. We have 
exactly one M2F transgender person in the 
organiza�on, and he works in another building. 
Minority rules. Cue Tevye singing: Inclusive! 
Inclusive! It will only get worse. We have many 
people who are not just the na�on's senior experts 
in their fields, but the world. Their knowledge is 
nearly impossible to replace. People are moving up 
their re�rements because of the creeping 
wokeness. I can tell you that our Commander cares 
not a whit about that. He'll be gone next year, and 
a new wokeling will take the reins and lead us 
further down the road to perdi�on.” 

“As someone who served in the Marine Corps from 
2013-2018, I have three words for those 
considering joining: DO NOT JOIN.” 

“I personally have 2 family members separa�ng 
from military duty ASAP, due to the woke policies, 
the jab mandate, and the resident in the White 
House, and his idio�c police policies. Two other 
family members were considering military service, 
to uphold our strong family tradi�on of military 
service, but will not consider joining now, due to 
the above reasons. 4 people from one family. That 
says a lot, I think.” 
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“As a Veteran I discouraged my son from taking a 
military route. Not because of my personal 
experiences with combat but because of the things 
I hear about today’s military, not only from those 
currently serving but those recently discharged. 
The whole new ideology that that military has 
adopted these last two years is the issue.” 

“My husband served twenty-four in the Corps. He 
re�red in 2010. The military is not what it once was 
and my husband and I discourage anyone from 
joining.” 

“I have senior enlisted friends in the Navy. They 
love the Navy they enlisted in, but now they can't 
wait to get out because the woke ideology that 
permeates the Navy denies white men the same 
opportuni�es and challenges once available to 
them. The SEAL community is being rocked by 
suicide. Another black ops guy said in the first 6 
months of the Biden Administra�on he did more 
missions than in 4 years of the Trump 
Administra�on. It's not just a crisis of patrio�sm, 
it's a crisis of leadership star�ng at the top with the 
Clinton Administra�on.” 

“I’m a re�red Army engineer, s�ll work for the 
Army as a civilian and I can tell you that I would not 
recommend it. The officer corps is now more 
worried about ge�ng in trouble with all the gender 
issues and having to deal with a bunch of spoiled 
children as Soldiers.” 

“They missed the giant elephant in the room, that 
being the woke culture and le�ist indoctrina�on 
taking place. Instead of focusing on excellence and 
warfigh�ng capabili�es, they’re more interested in 
the diversity, equity and inclusion nonsense. The 
sad part is that the biggest advocates they used to 
have for military service, those of us who spent an 
en�re career in uniform, are no longer advocates. 
None of the fellow re�rees who I know recommend 
military service anymore.” 

“I served 25 years; both my kids said no thanks to 
the military. One was even excelling in ROTC. They 
see what was/is happening.” 

“Every young person I’ve spoken with in the last 
couple of years that once thought about military 
service has specifically said that new policies, most 
of which came under Biden, are the reason why 
they won’t join. EVERY ONE OF THEM. These are 
people from all around the greater Washington DC 
many of which had parents and grandparents who 
were military. This is a prety good sign that people 
don’t want to join the new “woke” military.” 

“Daughter has 7yrs to re�rement and she is just 
holding on at this point as bad as it is ge�ng. I 
remember affirma�ve ac�on promo�ons from 
when I was in the Army during the 80’s. People 
with no business being in charge of anything 
ge�ng promoted. One of our E5’s couldn’t read at 
a grade school level.” 

“I re�red from the USAF in 2009, s�ll work on the 
base I re�red from and trust me, the standards 
started ge�ng lowered years ago. It’s so sad and 
maddening to see the quality of young troops 
these days. Almost every young airman, and many 
NCOs, that I cross paths with look like they want to 
kill themselves, have no pride in their uniforms. I 
don’t know what’s going on but it’s shameful.” 

“As a veteran, I would not join the military today. I 
advise young people against it when they ask me 
about it. Individuals I know who are currently 
serving echo my sen�ments. I find this incredibly 
sad, as I come from a line of veterans….” 

“I’m a re�red 5th genera�on officer. I’m ac�vely 
encouraging my kids to pursue another path so 
long as people like you are running the military. 
There is no honor in figh�ng for the priori�es of 
this admin/congress. But good luck figh�ng climate 
change with diversity.” 
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“My family has served every genera�on since 
immigra�ng to this na�on since the 1800s. Me and 
my brother are the last who will ever enlist. Thanks 
for ruining our honorable tradi�on of military 
service.” 

“I deployed twice to Afghanistan and served in the 
82nd and 173rd. I am not interested in sending my 
children to join an organiza�on that is headed by 
woke commissars who do nothing but aggressively 
push for “diversity” and wokeism. I will be 
discouraging them from joining.” 

“Your primary recrui�ng base was the sons of 
conserva�ve families. You went woke and now they 
don’t want their sons anywhere near your new 
fabulously diverse train wreck. Go woke Go lose the 
next major war.” 

“You forced experimental vaccines on servicemen 
and women. You ignored your own regula�ons and 
told them it was experimenta�on or their 
livelihoods. You ignored their right to religious 
freedom. No one wants to subject themselves to 
that. You made your bed.” 

“I don’t know a single person that got out in the 
last 15 years that recommends joining right now.” 

“I was grateful to have served in the Army Na�onal 
Guard for 8 years. I have told my sons to NOT 
follow in my footsteps. I cannot and will not 
recommend to anyone to serve in today’s Armed 
Forces.” 

“Males in my family have serviced since the 
Revolu�on. I’ll be the last one to have a DD214. 
#notmychildren” 

“I was enlisted from 99-07. At least 1 male from 
each genera�on served pre-da�ng the founding of 
the US in my family. It ended with me, when I 
barred both of my son’s from joining as I watched 

our military become a joke. Our na�onal defense is 
no longer in uniform, it’s us.” 

“Having served in the military under President 
Ronald Reagan, what the le� is doing to our 
military now with this DEI and CRT garbage, the 
military is an embarrassment! It's no wonder that 
morale and recruitment is way down!” 

“Believe me when I say...as a veteran, with three 
other family members who are/were veterans...this 
new crap means everything. Plus, reservists are 
re�ring early; ac�ve duty members are not re-
enlis�ng. The leadership of our country...including 
the military...is destroying everything good and 
strong and moral about us with this focus on 
personal (fic�onal) iden��es & climate sh**, 
instead of colorblind comba�ng of evil. And we 
cannot help but pay the price in the future. So 
tragic.” 

“This is our military today? May God help us. We 
are no longer a superpower, we are just another 
3rd world country. I served back in the mid 60's and 
loved it. I wouldn't encourage any young person 
today to go into it.” 

“The very day I de-assed college in June '67 I went 
to the recrui�ng office & enthusias�cally enlisted. (I 
even tried to re-up a�er 9/11, at 55--but was told 
"We'll call you if we need you, sir") But today I'd 
sooner pull my own head off rather than enlist.” 

“I'm a USAF veteran. 90% of the people I served 
with were conserva�ves, the remaining 10% were 
moderates. Not a liberal in the bunch. One of my 
nephews is a Navy SEAL and he is a conserva�ve 
Chris�an. The military, by going woke, has 
guaranteed it'll drive off the very people normally 
atracted to military service.” 
 “Fellow air force vet here. And I totally 
agree with your post. Our mission is to protect this 
country, not to learn about pronouns and 
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vic�mhood. If this keeps up, the primary language 
of North America will be mandarin Chinese.” 

“I am also a USAF veteran. Never was deployed 
anywhere (early 80s). I never met a Liberal in 
uniform when I was in USAF, not in enlisted ranks, 
and not in the officers I knew. Both of my sons in 
law are also US military veterans. One was in the 
Navy the other is a Marine. They are both, now, 
medical doctors. Both are staunch conserva�ves 
and they both HATE what the Le� has done to our 
military (why neither of them is s�ll in the military) 
and neither can stand Joe Biden or our SECDEF.” 

“I served 32 years and I will NOT allow my adult 
children to join this joke of a military, zero 
leadership, pathe�c.” 

“I joined because I believed it was my Duty to do 
so. I served when the Country was worth serving. I 
now tell young people not to serve. That doesn’t 
make me happy, but it is necessary.” 

“Totally agree. I'm not exactly ashamed of my 
service, USAF 1979-1985, but I don't adver�se it 
anymore. One thing I do say, to my sons, 
grandsons, and anyone else who will listen is, don't 
serve. They hate you and everything you stand for.” 

“Wokeness is exactly why I won't join. Why should I 
or any young person be subjected to weirdness? It 
would be the worst military experience ever. I 
would rather be chased up a tree by spoted 
hyenas than serve that freak show that calls itself a 
military.” 

“That has long been the overwhelming reason for 
people to join. It was for a sense of loyalty to and a 
love of the country. Now if someone joins the 
military and talks about their country being the 
greatest country, they will be labeled as extreme, 
or in the case of a white male, "a White 
na�onalist." The military has become a joke. There 
are s�ll many men and women who serve with 

honor, but the leaders have failed the 
servicemembers and the country. How could 
someone follow an order from General Millie 
knowing he went to the Chinese and said he would 
let them know if President Trump was going to do 
something? Isn't that called treason? Then that 
same general said we have a problem with 
extremist in the ranks. We didn't, but with all the 
lgbtqxy$%+-)::? we do now. I served for 10 years 
and I am proud to have done so, even though there 
were sacrifices made. Now, I would not 
recommend for anyone to join.” 

“For those of us who lived in communist Eastern 
Europe, it was called "poli�cal educa�on".” 

“Thank god my son change he’s mind a�er seeing 
all this woke crap.” 

“I joined the US Army in 1985, would I join it now? 
That is a hard No...” 

“My sons are the first genera�on in our en�re 
family line to NOT serve in the military. I re�red 
from ac�ve duty a few years back and have 
repeatedly discouraged both my boys from serving 
at all costs strictly BECAUSE of woke le�ist ideology 
that has taken hold. Rare is the real war-fighter 
found serving in the current uniformed le�ist 
indoctrina�on regimes. They've been phased out 
through years of "tolerance" training and soulless 
'yes-man' promo�ng regardless of mission decay. 
PC culture has massacred any and all military 
tradi�on & lethality. Nothing but so� betas now.” 

“BTW, my husband and I both served in the USAF 
and are so grateful our son hasn’t joined the US 
military.” 

“We are a Marine Corps family. It hurts me to say 
that I would urge a young man to stay very far from 
any military service.” 
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“My school is small. Gradua�ng classes around 30 
or so. Around 5 kids a year entered some type of 
military service. In the last 3 years, zero have 
entered the service.” 

“When I was a Marine pilot many years ago I and 
no other pilots in my squadron could survive in 
today’s Marine Corps. When in combat and when 
your body and mind are focused on one thing, 
there is no �me to analyze the situa�on to see if it 
is proper or not. The camaraderie of the men and 
women in a platoon or company has to be totally 
family in nature or the trust will not be there. There 
can be no offended members who resent others or 
who demand to be something they are not. It is 
also absurd to allow transgender personnel into the 
service because of the drugs they must take to 
survive and the ques�onable mental state that they 
are living with. “ 

“There is NOT a chance in hell that I would join 
today’s military. Ex-U.S Navy.” 

“Simply put, I would not voluntarily join today's 
poli�cally correct military. The military exists for 
only one reason, defending this country by 
breaking things and hur�ng people as directed by 
the leaders of this country. A�er serving nearly 29 
years (1967-1995 and reaching the rank of Chief 
Master Sergeant, I must conclude that I would have 
never made Staff Sergeant, even in the shortage 
intelligence field I worked in if the current upper-
level management had been in power then.” 

“I am re�red from just short of 37 years of Military 
service and right now I would direct people to not 
let their children join the military right now.” 

“I'm just glad my wife and I both re�red before this 
garbage went further south. The military we served 
in was proud of what we did. The "new" military 
has zero discipline, even less pride in what they do 
and integrity is a thing of the past. As a country we 

are doomed if it's up to our government and 
figh�ng forces to defend us. The civilian populace is 
beter armed, beter trained and more willing to 
defend what we worked to have. Sad but true.” 

“Real men don’t want to shower with tranny’s - real 
men don’t want to fight for a woke government - 
real men don’t want to be called racists and white 
supremacists and oppressors- real men don’t want 
to be forced to take an experimental vaccine - real 
men don’t want to fight for a President that used 
them for fodder like the disastrous Afghanistan 
surrender- real men don’t want to fight for Joe 
Biden….” 

“No one in their right mind would ever consider 
volunteering for the military these days. The 
Pentagon is no longer interested in protec�ng our 
country - they are interested in only protec�ng the 
democrat party. We have removed our son from his 
JROTC high school program and put him in a private 
school. We support our country, but no way is he 
voluntarily entering the military or par�cipa�ng in 
ROTC at the college level. The military is destroying 
itself.” 

“I re�red from the Military and will do everything 
possible to talk my kids out of joining based on this 
awful corrupt woke leadership.” 

“There are a lot of US veterans like me who are 
paying aten�on and are saying, "This is NOT the 
America I fought so hard for!"” 

“I re�red with over 30 years of service and before I 
was required and have ac�vely discouraged my 
children to join the military. This will be the first 
�me in four genera�ons not to serve.” 

“Spent 20 years in the Navy. With the new policies 
and feminiza�on of the military, I don't recommend 
it to any of my 7 grandsons.” 
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“My family since 1914 has been legally immigra�ng 
to the US, genera�on a�er genera�on... and at 
least one of each genera�on (o�en more than a 
few) serve as a show of thanks to being allowed to 
immigrate to the US. This is the first genera�on 
that we've had that will not be serving in the 
military. The damage done not just to the military 
by the Le�, but also to the young genera�ons in 
general by the le� are why if/when we fall, it will 
be from within, and not from without.” 

“Anyone who is / was in the military knows the 
success of the mission and their survival in combat 
requires that commitment to their other members 
of the unit. Whether you're in a foxhole of or flying 
a jet aircra� your survival depends on every person 
commited to the mission.  Unfortunately, DEI has 
the exact opposite impact. Instead of crea�ng a 
unified unit, DEI creates mistrust between 
members of the unit. It destroys the unity that is 
the key to not only combat success, unit harmony 
and more importantly the persons survivability.” 

“My father was a Marine. My grandfather was a 
Sailor. My great grandfather was a Soldier. And I am 
a re�red Soldier. Service to this country is one of 
the greatest things you can do in life. That being 
said. I discouraged all 3 of my sons from enlis�ng. 
The current military is beyond broken. It has 
nothing to do with the enlisted or junior officers. 
The problem lies with the upper leadership.” 

“The whole thing with the COVID shot or out was 
nothing but a pure power play and a culling 
method. I was in during the anthrax shot 
controversy, and people who didn't take it weren't 
kicked out, just placed in a non-deployable status.” 

“Re�red from the military in 2017. I will not allow 
my children to serve in this current climate, 
especially when we have a “CinC” who has a habit 
of pu�ng our service members in harms way.” 

“Sad, I've been a contractor for almost 30 years and 
the quality of the military recruits are way down 
from even 10 years ago. At some point military 
officers are more concerned about making rank 
instead of doing what's best for our country. If the 
President tells them to go woke, they'll do it 
regardless of the consequences. They become 
more of a poli�cian rather worry about the troops.” 

“I started seeing this as early as 2006. I served with 
a mid-level NCO(E-6), that was brainwashed and 
was in the beginnings of being "Woke". He was a 
contradic�on to the Army mindset at the �me. But, 
he got right for the direc�on the Army was going as 
he re�red as an E-9.” 

“My son has dreamed of being an "army man" 
since he was a child but the reality of it is that the 
current government sees them as cannon fodder 
and does not respect the soldiers as American 
ci�zens. They are forcing le� wing poli�cal beliefs 
rather than American greatness that was once 
ins�lled into our brave soldiers and it’s just not the 
same. He doesn't want to go fight wars for liberal 
beliefs or values. He will instead go to trade school 
and learn to lay bricks or operate heavy machinery. 
If Trump wins the next elec�on, and changes the 
way the military operates he may reconsider, but 
for now its trade school.” 

“My son has 10 plus years into the Army; 
infantryman. Currently a captain and ready to be 
promoted to a major. Unfortunately he wants out. 
His complaint- he has been made into a glorified 
babysiter. My friend’s son; a major in the Air Force. 
Got out for the same reason.” 

“I am an Army officer with 30 years of service. My 
19 and 17 year old sons are not joining the military 
and that is because I told them it is not a good 
op�on. This opinion story is an accurate 
representa�on. Also, I believe the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan was demoralizing to both those in 
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uniform as well as anyone considering joining. 
Reten�on is at an all-�me low at the same �me 
that recruitment is as well. This is a leadership 
problem that starts with the administra�on. 
Military flag officers serve at the pleasure of 
Congress and the Execu�ve Branch. They have 
become de facto poli�cal bureaucrats.” 

“21 years of service with some of the best people 
in the country. Now, when people ask me about 
whether or not to go into the military, I prety 
much say not in a million years.” 

“I served 8 proud years in the military in the late 
80's, through mid-90's. I used to recommend the 
military to young people all the �me. No more. And 
that's prety sad.....” 

“I never thought I would say this: I spent 4 years 
ac�ve duty then 30 years in the ac�ve military 
reserves. During the same 30 years I was on the 
San Diego P.D. I re�red from both on the same 
Friday. For obvious reasons because of today’s 
poli�cal climate, I could not in good conscience 
recommend either one of these professions to a 
young person. I enjoyed my �me in both jobs, but 
that was a different �me.” 

“Recrui�ng hasn’t looked like this since the end of 
the Vietnam war a�er 55,000 fatali�es in 450,000 
batle injuries we walked away. We have done the 
same thing in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya… as a re�red, 
lieutenant commander. I have counseled many to 
avoid military service at all cost. We don’t mind 
risking our lives. But risking our lives for fools is not 
in our interest.” 

“My family has always encouraged service in the 
military. Both parents served in WWII, my brother 
in Vietnam, my son re�red a�er 5 deployments in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and I was called out of 
re�rement to serve in Afghanistan. We have always 
cherished the tradi�ons and service of our military. 

As my grandsons are reaching the age of service 
and have expressed an interest in joining the army, 
our family has decided to discourage them in this 
endeavor. We don't want them to be cannon 
fodder in one of Biden's misadventures and be 
sacrificed because of a lack of training and mission 
focus. I am saddened that the military has declined 
to this sad state of readiness.” 

“The branch of the military I served in and the 
na�on I fought for are totally different today. 
Personally, I don’t feel my na�on deserves my son’s 
blood and sacrifice. I would do everything in my 
power to discourage him if he ever considers 
joining.” 

“I am a 30 year re�red veteran of the US Army. It 
was my pleasure to serve the greatest na�on on 
Earth. I served in Desert Storm, Bosnia, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. I am not sure I would serve today 
under our current Commander in Chief. Granted, I 
served under Carter and Obama but the a�tude 
toward our current Armed Forces by this 
administra�on is frightening. It seems our military 
forces spend more �me learning about ha�ng their 
fellow countrymen (CRT, LGBQT and other 
sensi�vity training) then they do training to fight 
and win our na�on's wars. We will definitely get 
our nose bloodied when we go to war against the 
Chinese and or North Koreans.” 

“I spent twelve years in the Marine Corp, but I 
would discourage any young person to join today 
under this current Biden Administra�on or any 
future Democra�c Administra�on.” 

"Back in the old days, everyone in was green, and 
there was no need to preach about equity or 
racism. this is a monster of their own crea�on." 

“My father served in the Bri�sh Royal Air Force 
toward the end of WWII, I served 21 years in the 
US Army - I used to encourage young men to join, 
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but no longer. Now I try and talk them out of it. The 
military that used to be a mater of patrio�c pride 
to serve in is now a sad joke.” 

“I was in the ARNG for 13 years, 1 year in 
Afghanistan. A�er seeing how quickly US/NATO’s 
litle na�on-building project crashed and burned, 
how quickly everything we sacrificed for circled the 
drain, and how we basically replaced the Taliban 
with a Taliban armed with our own equipment. And 
then the US Govt wages a propaganda war against 
those who love liberty and also tries to lecture us 
on “gun safety” a�er le�ng the Taliban basically 
run wild with machine guns and military 
equipment. And you have the audacity to plead 
with the young people of this country, that they 
risk life and limb for a lie? Absolutely not, I tell 
everyone I can to NOT join the military, and don’t 
serve the very poli�cal elites that hate them for 
exis�ng. With no due respect, up yours.” 

“I’m an army veteran. I’ve never been so ashamed 
of our military as I am now. And I served when Bill 
Clinton was president.” 

“You’ve lost the trust of the American people and 
many veterans. I served for 19 years and resigned 
because of your unlawful mandate and 
inten�onally destruc�ve policies. You’ve become 
the enemy of the Cons�tu�on you’ve sworn to 
defend.” 

“Y’all kicked me out over an ineffec�ve vaccine 
series for the sniffles. You think y’all have a 
recrui�ng issue now? Wait �ll this genera�on’s 
sons aren’t encouraged to join like we were. This 
family’s 150 year tradi�on of service ends with 
me.” 

“My wife and I both served, proudly. Both of us 
enlisted under Reagan. Under Reagan. I have two 
children. I would lock each of them in a closet if 
they ever considered enlis�ng or taking a 

commission right now. The US military went woke, 
and now it’s extremely broken.” 

“Told my kid 10 years ago that he would not be 
joining the Army. I did 21 years, 96-17, and the 
changes during that �me were horrible. The last 5 
years of that were the worst and have been ge�ng 
worse every year.” 

“I’m a fi�h genera�on veteran. My great great 
grandfather fought for the Union in the Civil War. I 
convinced my son not to join. He’s making a six 
digit income as a chemical engineer now. My family 
will no longer serve in the future.” 

“I spent 30 years in the Infantry and seeing what 
has happened to the Army and the military in 
general I have told my grandson do NOT go in the 
military. It has gone from a war figh�ng 
organiza�on to a woke, feel good at all cost, give 
me what I want civilian organiza�on.” 

“I tell any kid that signing up is simply not worth it. 
It used to be patrio�sm, love of country, honor and 
duty. Now the military is squishy woke and a grand 
social experiment for the Dems.” 

“I joined veterans at a university to tell interested 
par�es that the military should only be their 
fallback op�on. We all got to talking about our 
military families and someone asked how we can 
be proud of that while giving them the impression 
that it wasn’t for them. I think I had the best 
answer: “What makes a profession great is not how 
much money it makes, but how much 
professionalism it can ins�ll. Where you are si�ng, 
you see your poten�al to be a warrior, and we 
know it is only your poten�al to be indoctrinated 
right now”.” 

“I am third genera�on military, and my beloved 
Marine Corps has been destroyed. I do NOT want 
my sons serving, they both dropped out of scou�ng 
when they were required to obtain woke merit 
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badges just prior to Eagle Scout rank. Liberals 
destroy every think they touch.” 

“Despite my 35 years of service, I would not 
encourage anyone to join the service under the 
leadership put in place by this regime. They will not 
support the troops or appreciate the sacrifices 
those troops make following the foolish demands 
of their woke leaders. Who wants to be constantly 
told they have to step aside and watch others get 
promoted because of diversity, not merit?” 

“I am a vet, enjoyed my �me in when it was a 
professional military combat force and discouraged 
both my sons from enlis�ng into the new woke 
military and any of their friends. It is no longer a 
professional figh�ng force, its current purpose is 
indoctrina�on into the woke agenda. 

“As an Army re�ree/Vietnam Veteran, so far I have 
talked all of my eligible grandchildren out of joining 
the military. All services have changed drama�cally 
for the worse. (5 of my children served).” 

“In an economy like this one, recruitment should 
be up. The one recommenda�on I would make is 
very simple, get rid of the woke training. That’s all 
they have to do. People like myself, re�red Navy vet 
are encouraging others not to join under the 
current depraved administra�on. Seems woke 
training has supplanted military ops training which 
will put people at risk in the batlefield. They are 
using the military as their grand social experiment 
rather then protec�ng our country against current 
threats.” 

“23 years, re�red combat engineer officer. Have 
ac�vely discouraged my family from considering 
todays military as a career choice. Breaks my 
heart.” 

“I served and am a combat veteran. Was poisoned 
by your bullshit anthrax “vaccine” then watched 
your poli�cally appointed Generals literally shit on 

our na�on for their self-advancement and profit. 
The 4th genera�on of service in my family ended 
with me.” 

“As a recently separated veteran, seeing a she/her 
in a leader’s email to the soldiers contributed to my 
disdain for the military.” 

“My family had a long history of military service 
and patrio�sm which influenced me at the �me. I 
can’t think of a single veteran whom I know or 
associate with who will encourage or support 
someone in enlis�ng for this new “woke military” 
nonsense. I have 3 adult children and 6 grandkids, 
none of which will be going into the military under 
this present failed administra�on.” 

“Five genera�ons of Naval Service, I think we have 
seen the last of encouraging the tradi�on.” 

“I have 22 years ac�ve service, and I would 
discourage anyone from serving under this 
Administra�on. Their priori�es are all backwards. 
Instead of building a cohesive professional figh�ng 
force, they are emphasizing diversity and 
wokeness. There is no color in the Army but green, 
and they should be brothers and sisters in arms.” 

“What did I just read? I’ll tell you why in a few 
simple reasons: Social engineering, equity, 
demoraliza�on, unscien�fic mandates, and a 
distrust of the Democrats and the DoD brass is 
why.” 

“I did 20 in the Air Force, ’84 to ’04, and I could not 
in all honesty recommend today’s woke military as 
a career to any kid today.” 

“When the Army reverts to being a war figh�ng 
organiza�on instead of a social experiment 
organiza�on it will meet its recrui�ng goals.” 

“Two years ago a�er a year in college and not quite 
knowing what he really wanted my son was 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 22 
 

 
STARRS.US 

considering the military. His grandfather a 20+ year 
Navy vet told him not to do it and I couldn’t really 
recommend it either. I worked 30+ years for the AF 
as a civilian. It was generally a good experience, but 
you could see the changing environment ge�ng 
more woke. I told him I’d support his decision 
either way and recommended the Air Force as the 
best. He decided against it. If you can’t convince 
people who’ve been around the military their 
whole lives it’s got to be hard ge�ng others to 
consider it.” 

“I come from a family with extensive military 
service and no one is encouraging our young ones 
to join. Not even up for discussion.” 

“I would never enlist as long as the government is 
composed of socialists and woke le�ists intent on 
destroying the country from within. What would be 
the point? The US used to fight Marxists, now it is 
governed by them.” 

“It is hard to recruit people to be willing to pay the 
ul�mate price when they have been indoctrinated 
to HATE their Country!” 

“Grandfather, WWI; Father, WWII; ME, Vietnam Era 
volunteer, Son, re�red USCG. Now? Our family is 
done.” 

Re Army commercial: “Nice ad/propaganda. Too 
bad appealing to the historic patrio�sm of the 
Revolu�onary War and two World Wars does 
nothing to mi�gate the reality of the modern US 
Army. If you want that type of man, you need to 
change the current culture of the US Army. But 
wait, you just spent the last few decades dumping 
on those men. The men in the ad were mostly 
straight, White, Chris�an men of Anglo Saxon and 
Anglo Celt descent, with a healthy dose of Teutonic 
blood. Those men have been vilified and 
marginalized by the poli�cians in charge, and in 
popular culture. 

     I spent 20 years in, neither of my sons is going to 
join. Ever. Let the strong independent women, the 
BLM crowd, the homosexuals and transsexuals 
fight the next war. Another good idea (for the Joint 
Chiefs and poli�cians) would be securing the 
Southern border, unless you are going to enlist all 
the millions of illegal immigrants. 
     Young men, before you join the modern woke 
Army, have a conversa�on NOT with your recruiter, 
but with someone who served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as an enlisted man of your 
demographic. Listen to what they say. If you agree 
with it, or like it, by all means sign up. If you don’t 
like what you hear, don’t. Experience is the best 
teacher, not an appeal to history the current D.C. or 
academic elite regimes hate.” 

“I joined in 1989. I had watched the “Be all that you 
can be” commercials. I didn’t know much about the 
Army, but I knew that I wanted to be an “Airborne 
Communicator”. A�er gradua�ng AIT @ Gordon 
and Jump School @ Benning, I ended up at Ft Bragg 
and was assigned to B Co 50th Signal Batalion 
(Airborne). Come to find out, A Co. 50th Sig BN 
(ABN) were the ones to film that commercial. So it 
had come full circle for me. 
     I had an arguably blessed career….17 years on 
jump status….15 years suppor�ng Special 
Opera�ons and some of the Finest Americans the 
world had ever known. Sta�oned in Stutgart, 
Germany for 6 years, WORKED in 22 different 
countries in the Middle East, Europe and Africa. I 
was a part of things that made movies about. I 
ended my career, assigned to the Joint Staff, 
working at Raven Rock Mountain Complex (NMCC-
Site R), something else people tend to talk about 
that have NO clue what they are talking about. I 
re�red in 2011, a�er 22 years of Service. 
     So, would I recommend a young man or woman 
join the Army today? Not on your life. Nor the 
Navy, nor the Air Force/Marine Corps/Space 
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Force/etc. The woke nonsense that has infiltrated 
and permeates every facete of the US Military. It’s 
like a cancer, con�nuously SPREADING and 
GROWING within our armed services. Young Men 
are looking to be WARRIORS…..they aren’t looking 
to receive classes on some DEI/CRT point. Young 
women are looking to PROVE themselves….not 
have standards LOWERED so they too can compete. 
     At 6 �, with no ver�cal jump, I KNEW that a 
basketball career was out of the ques�on for 
me…..was that FAIR? No…..but it WAS reality. What 
I didn’t do was try to make basketball “FAIR” for me 
to par�cipate in….I found something I was good at 
instead. Fairness is for 4 year olds….not for men 
and women…..Life is NOT fair in any way, shape or 
form. Quit pushing EQUITY in the Armed 
Services…..we already HAD EQUALITY.” 

“I have bad memories of what at the �me was 
called AAEEO training that was regularly required; 
usually someone came down from G1 or AG to 
present it. In units where there was litle or no 
racial discord, this training always incited it. In units 
where there was racial tension, this training always 
made it worse. Never been more glad to be out of 
that mess.” 

“You: Spend decades demoralizing, emascula�ng, 
humilia�ng and holding down men in all social and 
economic environments across the West in the 
name of “equality” and “feminism”. Also You: 
Please fight to defend this system! Men: No. Please 
hire the strong, brave, courageous, independent 
#girlpower #girlboss feminist career women 
working easy email jobs in corporate offices to go 
fight your batles now. Good Luck!” 

“I’m never dying for people who hate me. NEVER.” 

Re Army commercial: “That’s a nice history lesson, 
about a country that doesn’t exist anymore.” 

“As a veteran I’m absolutely disgusted with the so-
called leadership in all the branches right now. I 
used to send a lot of young people to the 
recruiters, but I can no longer in good conscience 
do that un�l things improve.” 

“My grandson was the same. I have ac�vely 
discouraged him the last few years because of the 
horrendous current leadership of the military. The 
last four genera�ons of my family have served in 
the various branches with honor. Today, I see no 
honor leading those branches.” 

“The military has always depended on patriots to 
serve their country. But the new policies in the 
military are making it very unappealing to patrio�c 
people, which is leaving a huge gap in recruitment 
and reten�on. The le� has this idea that they can 
recruit more “open-minded” woke people to fill 
that gap, but they are learning the hard way that 
those woke individuals are generally far too self-
absorbed to ever consider serving. So here we are 
with a recruitment reten�on crisis.” 

“As a 4 year Navy Vet Grandma, I would be against 
any of my grandchildren serving in today’s WOKE 
military.” 

“My son has always wanted to be soldier. As a litle 
boy he ran around in fa�gues, he looked for any 
reason to. He’s been in JROTC. He volunteers for 
everything he can… Food pantries, hospital help, 
picking up garbage around the town. He has a 
chest full of ribbons, and he’s extremely proud of 
himself and America. He is 16 now and wants his 
mom and I to sign him into the Marines early when 
he turns 17. I can’t stomach the idea under this 
current administra�on. He’ll go anyways when he’s 
18. I want him to have a great experience. I don’t 
want him or myself to regret it.” 
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“Most vets I know are telling everyone that will 
listen to keep their kids as far away from the 
government as they can.” 

“Military service is a kitchen table topic. 
Conserva�ve families in today’s world aren’t likely 
to encourage their child to enlist or incur an 
obliga�on to serve through college ROTC. The 
current CINC, the SECDEF, and the Chairman don’t 
inspire families to encourage their children towards 
military service. Hard. Cold. Truth.” 

“Because of the state of the Government, I’m 
discouraging my sons from enlis�ng in the military 
and if there is a dra� later on when they are old 
enough to join, I encourage them to leave the 
country. I don’t agree with what the Government 
and military represents anymore as these 
ideologies conflict with our beliefs. And honestly I 
can say the United States isn’t a free na�on as 
liber�es are trampled into the ground by the 
Government. What my grandfather and father 
fought for is gone.” 

“I knew I wanted to serve in the Air Force when I 
was s�ll a junior in high school. I had a teacher who 
was a veteran combat pilot in WWII who extolled 
the virtues of the ci�zen soldier. To him, there was 
no higher honor than to serve in the armed forces, 
and he was an inspira�on to many of us. I joined 
delayed enlistment in October of 1978, and went to 
basic training in September of the following year. I 
graduated from basic on my 18th birthday and 
served twenty years. If today’s recruiters reminded 
prospects not only of the benefits, but also 
con�nued to remind them that to serve one’s 
fellow countrymen by placing themselves between 
their beloved country and the wars desola�on is 
s�ll the most honorable of professions, instead of 
the woke BS they try to push, they might inspire a 
whole new genera�on to serve. Speak to their 
hearts as well as their minds.” 

“Speaking as a 20 year veteran: They won’t say 
what the real issue is, because they can’t without 
punishment.” 

“Man, I did my �me in Army Ac�ve Duty from July 
2010 to April 2018. Almost eight years and 
unfortunately had to be medically discharged a�er 
being run over in 2015. S�ll don’t regret it. I was 
born into a military family, my father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, uncles. Prety much grew up in a 
hanger watching Huey’s and Apache’s being 
worked on. Now I talk to guys s�ll in and instead of 
being mission ready w they have classes on 
pronouns. How is that important in a fight?” 

“My grandson was thinking of joining the US 
military this June. Shortly a�er New Year he said 
that he had changed his mind. “The government 
sucks” was his excuse.” 

“As a Vet, I do my best to steer everyone away from 
service.” 

“I can see it turning, I am Re�red DOD and was a 
Marine in the early days, I s�ll go on base to 
workout and can see it ge�ng so�. Kids want a so� 
life now.” 

“We live in a �me where all they do is shame men 
for being men. Why would anybody that’s a guy 
want to join a society that craps on us.” 

“My son has been in the Navy for 13 years and I’m I 
big military supporter. Given the changes in the 
military I would not recommend it to people and I 
never thought that would be the case!” 

“I was a U.S. Marine, and I can tell you that a lot of 
guys decided not to re-enlist because of this woke 
foolishness.” 

“I was USAF in the 1980s. Here’s the problem: 
Military is trying to recruit “woke” young people 
and those folks are NEVER going to join up. 85% of 
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my service mates were conserva�ve types, the 
other 15% moderates. This is like a steakhouse 
adver�sing in Vegan Monthly. It’s just not 
happening.” 

“I am a veteran of 36 years Sea-going Navy service 
and a two combat tour VietNam War veteran. I love 
the Navy and the Marine Corps ; I absolutely 
despise everything that they have become.” 

“Give us an America worth figh�ng for again and 
watch the recrui�ng numbers jump.” 

“How about this: Knock all the woke garbage off. 
Military service doesn’t appeal to the woke sheep. 
It appeals to Americans who s�ll think this country 
is worth figh�ng and dying for. And as the repeated 
low recruitment and reten�on numbers show, 
more and more Americans feel the country is no 
longer worth figh�ng for.” 

“I’m from a military family and since Biden has 
started U.S on a path headed for destruc�on we 
have had every single ac�ve member in our family 
get out as soon as they could.” 

“When the young are taught to hate everything 
about this country, why would they enlist to risk 
their lives for something they hate? Not too hard to 
figure out.” 

“So just like that and despite calling men and boys 
toxic, they s�ll need them to keep their fantasy 
society safe. Young men got the message loud and 
clear and are not going to defend such a feminized 
regime.” 

“The Army used to be a place for people to become 
soldiers. Now, it is just another indoctrina�on 
center. As a veteran, I am appalled by what I see.” 

“In short order, she will have the Army very 
reflec�ve of the current administra�on – 
incompetent, unable to meet standards and 

worthless. Keep calling all white people racists and 
con�nue to see recruitment and reten�on suffer. 
Con�nue to be led by poor leadership and con�nue 
to see recruitment and reten�on suffer.” 

“Re�red in 2017 with 23 years and some change 
between the Navy and Army Guard. Gone are the 
days that selfless service was important. With woke 
new ideologies, the military has become a joke, as 
the Marines are the only ones s�ll trying to hold 
on.” 

“You would have to be insane to join the military 
under this administra�on.” 

“As a 3-decade re�red Army veteran, I would not 
encourage anyone to enlist in a defense 
organiza�on that trades Wokeness for readiness. 
The only way our kids will return to us from hos�le 
overseas deployments is in body bags.” 

“Why would young people fight for an 
administra�on that hates the Cons�tu�on, hates 
liberty, and hates groups of Americans? The reason 
for low recruitment is obvious.” 

“The low enlistment is due to Military policy 
changes and the push of CRT by high level 
Commanders/Leaders. The military leaders are 
weak compared to past, Gen Reimer, Gen Powell, 
Gen Sworkoff, Gen Bramblet etc.. The loss of 
benefits for re�rement. Now soldiers have to invest 
their income instead of having one built for them if 
they stay for 20 years. It’s a difficult transi�on to 
serve and takes a special person and family to 
adapt. It’s not like a civilian job and live in one 
place all your life and get paid a lot more. Service 
members can have to move every 36 months or 
less. Some can stay longer in one place. They are 
separated from their families o�en by deployments 
or field exercises. I was one separated for 20 
months due to my posi�on. Change back to old 
system needs to happen. ” 
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“First, you need to restart the dra�. Second, you 
need to include females, and others, in the dra�. 
Third, stop with all the “woke” nonsense and work 
instead, to build a lethal figh�ng force. Young 
people….find a nice trade/technical college and 
learn a trade. You will be your own boss and make 
plenty of $$. Me…21 years ac�ve, 7th ID, 3rd ID, 
4th ID and 10th Mtn division.” 

“Not a viable op�on for my son or daughter. Sadly, 
the patrio�sm I teach at home is all they are going 
to get.” 

“When you teach children that their country is bad 
for the past 20 years, you shouldn’t really be 
shocked when nobody wants to volunteer to 
defend it.” 

“It could be that intelligent and patrio�c candidates 
don’t want to fight for a corrupt government.” 

“Sorry, I’m not dying for this country. It le� me, I 
didn’t leave it.” 

“The U.S. military has forsaken its mandate to 
protect American ci�zens and American interests. 
Its current leadership is more focused on social 
“equality” and woke principals. It’s no wonder 
recruitment is down.” 

“A �ght jobs market usually increases recrui�ng, 
since service is seen as a hedge against 
unemployment for many. Having worked in and 
around DoD for 25 years and watching the mass 
exodus of E-7 to E-9 and O-4 to O-6 take re�rement 
earlier than expected, I can empha�cally say that it 
is due to the social training/requirement aspect. I 
won’t call it “woke” because it’s beyond that. Many 
recruits come from military families and many of 
these re�rees are simply not pushing their kids 
toward service because they feel that the purpose 
and direc�on of the military is no longer defense of 
the na�on.” 

“Wokeness has no place in the military. I would not 
want to be in the military now because much of 
what is being taught is against my beliefs. It would 
be hard to serve a country that has for now 
abandoned many American values at the top. On 
patrol and in batle, who would care about 
he/him/his bla bla bla. I hope we can turn things 
around. Ex-Army, and proud of it.” 

“The author le� one HUGE thing out. Any young 
person who is paying aten�on will be re�cent to 
serve this president. Police recruitment is 
problema�c as well, since candidates have good 
reason to doubt that (le�ist) poli�cians will stand 
behind them. I personally know several military 
members who have le� the service due to their 
distrust for Biden. Likewise, I know experienced 
police officers who have re�red early, as they are 
unwilling to have themselves thrown under the bus 
by their poli�cal bosses.” 

“As a former combat veteran, with two 
deployments to Iraq, I would not recommend woke 
military service to anyone.” 

“As a re�red Air Force vet I would never 
recommend the military to anyone un�l Milley, 
Aus�n, and Biden are gone.” 

“I was able to serve in the military under Presidents 
Reagan and Bush. Reagan rebuilt the military and 
Bush formed a large coali�on against Iraq and kept 
the military strong. I wouldn’t want to serve under 
Bewildered Biden, his administra�on is absolutely 
clueless.” 

“Likewise, I served from 1971 – 1993 and wouldn’t 
think of serving or recommending anyone enlis�ng 
today. Our current commander-in-chief is clueless 
and a coward, let alone not upholding his oath of 
office.” 

“Let’s not forget the military failures have led to no 
senior leaders being fired. The botched NEO in 
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Afghanistan whose responsibility fell on Aus�n, 
Milley, and McKenzie. And, now failing to protect 
our skies by VanHerck, NORTHCOM commander. As 
a veteran of 26 years, I won’t recommend military 
service for those thinking of joining.” 

“”According to a recent Heritage founda�on poll, 
68% of ac�ve-duty service members shared that 
the poli�ciza�on of our military — par�cularly this 
administra�on’s focus on climate and gender issues 
as top na�onal security priori�es — would 
nega�vely impact their decision to encourage their 
children to join,” Florida GOP Rep. Michael Waltz 
told Fox News Digital. THIS is why my son is ge�ng 
OUT this year from the Army! This admin and the 
joints chiefs is staff have ruined the military’s 
moral!!!” 

“I served from ’86-’92 and would not recommend 
anyone serve in today’s military. It’s too Woke and 
heading in the wrong direc�on.–79 – 89. Glad I’m 
out.” 

“A�er 23 years in the Army, I’m so glad I’m not in 
today’s poli�cal excuse for the military. I advise all 
the young folks that ask me nowadays to learn a 
trade or go to a trade school or college, but to stay 
away from the military, it’s no longer the way to 
go!” 

“Unfortunately, since I re�red from the military in 
the mid-90s, the services have become extremely 
poli�cized, and in its current state I doubt I’d have 
enlisted, let alone, made it a career.” 
     “Dito! Re�red Navy.” 

“So true. We have genera�ons connec�on with 
VMI and military service. My oldest is a graduate 
and currently serving. The other three have 
declined due to the woke direc�on of the military,” 

“I spent 35 years in uniform, E-1 to O-5, 1979- 
2015. Le�ist democrats used the military as their 
laboratory for social experiments. Obama 

accelerated the rapid poli�ciza�on and decline. It 
has never been worse. The Le�ist plan to destroy 
our ins�tu�ons con�nues.” 

“Mr Waltz, Navy, re�red, 25 years. I knew in 04 
when I got out we were screwed. What these 
clowns in DC have done to the military is an f——g 
tragedy. Paton/Bradley/Nimitz/Halsey/Ike, and 
Marshall, would be rolling over in their graves. It’s 
sad what they have done to warriors.” 

“Word of mouth and family history is the leading 
recrui�ng tool. Over 60% is family history or 
friend’s recommenda�on to join. That has ENDed. 
My son is the first in 7 genera�ons to not sign up.” 

“I work as a contractor at a military base. Most of 
my coworkers are veterans. We are constantly 
having to be careful not to offend the new kids in 
the service. It’s goten prety ridiculous.” 

“Wokeness has no place in the military. I served 
over 26 years and if I had to do it again, I won’t. I 
can assure you that China and Russia could care 
less about being to touchy or feely.” 

“Was in the Corps from 85 to 95, and a Navy 
CSAR/SPECWAR squadron from 95 to 98. Did 3 
tours down range. My son and daughter did 
combat tours in the ‘stan. I work and council 
veterans every day, and THE one ques�on most 
asked by vets is, “Is this the country we fought 
for?” I know longer have an answer to that…” 

“Steady erosion over �me, accelerated over the 
last two years. Would never recommend serving at 
this �me. The mission, the na�on’s security has 
taken a back seat to diversity, equity and inclusion. 
Female this, black that, it’s exhaus�ng. We had a 22 
year old black female assigned to be a DEI 
facilitator for a group of 40, 50 and 60 year olds, 
mostly white guys. Needless to say, she couldn’t 
run the mee�ng, couldn’t define what extremism 
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was and couldn’t answer the simplest ques�ons, 
this was during Aus�n’s stand down.” 

“I was in the ar�llery from 1968-70. I would have 
my grandchildren kidnapped before I would let 
them serve in what passes as an army now.” 

“I served in the same Infantry Batalion with my 
late Dad. We were both career soldiers. My sons 
are in the military and are now reaching the 20 
year mark. My whole life was centered around 
serving the country like my forefathers did at Kings 
Mountain during the Revolu�onary war. I hope this 
woke trend can be reversed so my grandchildren 
can also serve this greatest na�on on earth.” 

“I have 3 teenage boys. 10 years ago I encouraged 
the oldest to join the Marines because he 
expressed interest in it. Last year I told them all this 
isn’t the same Military of old and that being white, 
straight, male, and Chris�an they have NO place in 
America’s military anymore. Someone close to me 
asked if I was willing do nothing if America was 
atacked and my reply was that if the enemy comes 
on American soil, I’ll be there.” 

“Who wants to go to a foreign land and fight or die 
in a war Joe and his appointees started?” 

“I’m re�red Army, and five years ago I was 
discouraging people from joining the military. Now 
I would probably handcuff a friend to a light pole to 
keep them from entering a recrui�ng sta�on.” 

“I’m a re�red Army vet with 27 years of service and 
if asked by ANY young man or woman if they 
should go into the military , sadly I would have to 
say ABSOLUTELY NOT ! It pains me deeply to say 
that because our Republic is worth saving and the 
U.S. military is the echelon to protect and fight for 
it. This rot has to be cleaned out immediately if not 
sooner. With these D.C. democrat traitors in power 
I see litle to no hope that, that will happen. My 

hope is that we as a Republic can last the next two 
years. God save our Republic !” 

“I spent 25 years defending a Country that, it turns 
out, no longer exists. Proud I did it, but it seems 
like it was all for nothing.” 

“Join the military and be forced to be injected with 
poison. No thanks.” 

“As a veteran, I no longer recommend joining our 
military to any young person. At least not for the 
present moment.” 

“Dito. Our family of Vets will not be joining the 
military as long as they have to salute men wearing 
dresses, along with the rest of the woke nonsense.” 

“Count me in. 25 years in the Air Force, and I would 
be EXTREMELY hesitant to see my kids 
serve. COMBAT CAPABILITY was the overriding 
concern during my career. Now? Just look at the 
transgender mess, forced vaccina�ons, and the 
Afghanistan withdrawal debacle to see where 
DOD’s priori�es now lie.” 

“I served in the US Navy for thirty years (ac�ve and 
reserve). I loved being in the military; however, I 
would strongly discourage anyone joining THIS 
WOKE military. This is not your country’s military. It 
is the radical Le�ist military, which hates Chris�ans 
and heterosexual males.” 

“No way would I recommend joining the Armed 
Services to anyone today.” 

“Of course it’s poli�cized. I served six years in the 
USAF(SAC). I convinced my grandchildren to not 
join the military because of all the woke nonsense.” 

“As a veteran I would not advise my son to join I 
don’t trust the leadership nor their woke policies. I 
was thinking a�er watch another Wounded 
Warrior, DAV commercial that there are so many of 
those commercials showing such grave injuries I 
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wonder if that is also contribu�ng to lower 
enlistments. When I joined in 1981 I don’t recall so 
many commercials o�en 6 or more an hour.” 

“It’s not just the commercials, but even the movies 
virtually every veteran is riddled with PTSD or is a 
woman heroine? what’s the incen�ve for those 
young men to join up in an organiza�on that clearly 
doesn’t respect them or want them other than the 
catch a bullet.” 

“When I re�red in 1989 the poli�cs and the 
woosing down of the Air Force was well under way. 
We now have woke generals and staff and 
whatever warrior officers we had or have are now 
gone or silenced. I too used to recommend the 
military to young folks, but no more. It truly is a 
tragedy what the poli�cians have done to our 
armed forces.” 

“I am a veteran and I would not advise anyone to 
join our military at this point in �me. Who would 
want to serve under Biden or, God forbid, Kamala?” 

“I spent 21 years in the US Army. It treated me 
good. I worked some the finest people I have ever 
met and had faith in our senior leadership during 
my �me of service. Seeing what I see now, I could 
not in good conscience recommend anyone to 
enlist in our military under the current so called 
leadership.” 

“Not since Stalin’s purge and mass murder of the 
officer staff has a na�on done more to destroy its 
figh�ng force than the clot shot atack on our 
military.” 

“When I was a recruit in ’71 while in boot camp I 
remember a trainee ge�ng dressed down by a DI 
and told “This United States Army is NOT a 
gawd d@mned social experiment”….(can’t recall 
what triggered it). Bet he is spinning in his grave, 
because it sure as hell is now.” 

“I did my 20 years and re�red. However, these 
days, there is no way I’d recommend military 
service to the 1% of kids that now qualify for it.” 

“Ret. Army Nurse 1984-2009. Ronald Reagan to 
Barack Hussein Obama. The woke crap that 
accelerated under Clinton to Obama. It turns my 
stomach what’s happening with Biden and friends. 
I would advise my kids or grandkids don’t enlist. 
Also public educa�on carries over into the 
military….scary.” 

“I was not, to the surprise of many, selected for 
Staff College. When I went on to another service 
school, I discovered that an African-American 
woman, one rank below me, was on her way to 
Staff College next. I had a master’s degree, fluency 
in a foreign language, years in the line, and 
graduated top of my class at that par�cular school. 
She barely passed the PT test and graduated near 
the botom of our class. The Army thought it was 
more important that she be around to lead troops 
than I be around. Very glad to have resigned and 
have happily found a new and rewarding career.” 

“Twenty-three Air Force career and re�red for 28 
years. No way in hell can I recommend a young 
man or woman join the US military. Find an 
appren�ceship program or tech school to atend.” 

“Re�red from the Air Force in 1993. Didn’t regret 
any of it. Today, I would not recommend joining.” 

“For me, it was when the SecAF said the USAF was 
systemically racist, showed no proof, and the simp 
GOs, who had commanded in this “racist” military 
for 20 years, agreed. Not one of those generals 
resigned for their part in the “systemic racism” 
though. Then those same lowlifes had the audacity 
to use words like accountability. To hell with them 
all. If they want to go down in flames over Ukraine 
or Taiwan, they can have at it. My kids won’t be 
there.” 
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“I loved the Air Force back in the 60’s ad 70’s. They 
lost me when they started this shjt.” 

“In 2009 a�er Obama purged the flag ranks of 
more than 135 officers, you knew what was 
coming. Did 23 years and I told my kids to never 
join the military.” 

“I got out of the service when the Clinton BS 
started, thank God. I could see the wri�ng on the 
wall. In no way would I encourage my children to 
join the military today.” 

“I would never allow my children to go into the 
military now. Even though my son was thinking 
about taking them up on his medical school 
educa�on. I told him my wife and I would find a 
way to pay for it. No way is he going into that mess. 
Not now not ever.” 

“One of our dear friends has a son who just passed 
his medical boards in the Air Force he is of Indian 
descent. His CO is constantly pushing him to 
propagandize for the military. So much so that he 
has become very uncomfortable. He relayed that to 
my wife and I when he was last home. Prior to last 
year he was going to re-up. But now he just wants 
out.” 

“I did 22 years in the USAF. I loved my �me serving 
America and the CiCs I served under. Now, I would 
never urge anyone to join. And although I am way 
too old to ever serve again, I would never want to 
serve with the current military with its current so-
called leaders.” 

“I was in the Navy many decades ago. There is no 
way I would join today. There are many in my peer 
group who feel the same. That should give 
everyone pause. The Armed Forces of this na�on 
are what keep this na�on safe, and it is a very 
dangerous job. Get rid of the woke insanity in the 
Military and recruitment will go up.” 

“I served 13 years in the US Army, including �me as 
a basic training officer. I would not be able to 
tolerate these new “woke” requirements. The 
service has to be shaken up from the top down.” 

“I served 20 as an Infantryman, re�red as a 1SG. I 
want my son to serve one, 3 year s�nt as a 
character Builder. But not in this trash service 
created by Dems.” 

“I used to encourage people to join the Navy. Not 
anymore.” 

“If you’re s�ll wondering why the Army is 25 
percent short of its recrui�ng goals, and the 
Na�onal Guard is losing people, and now the Navy 
is short of personnel, look no further. Despite my 
35 years of service, I would not encourage anyone 
to join the service under the leadership put in place 
by this regime. They will not support the troops or 
appreciate the sacrifices those troops make 
following the foolish demands of their woke 
leaders. Who wants to be constantly told they have 
to step aside and watch others get promoted 
because of diversity, not merit? Many soldiers join 
the guard a�er a tour of ac�ve service, but the 
experience of ac�ve duty is no longer a posi�ve 
one for many. Also, The regime underes�mates the 
impact of older and re�red veterans influence on 
their children and the young people who they 
come into contact with.” 

“You say there’s a recrui�ng crisis? What?? You 
mean most people don’t want to join a military 
that is woke and immoral, and which enforces and 
defends an out of control and equally immoral 
Federal government? I’m shocked, just shocked!” 

“The military went woke in the 1990’s. If you are in, 
get out. If you are not in, stay out. Let Trudeau and 
Biden go fight. I served as an officer in the US Navy 
in the 2000’s and it was horrible, wokeness, 
poli�cal correctness. (N)ever (A)gain (V)olunteer 
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(Y)ourself. If you are an American and a patriot it’s 
not worth serving. You can get all the training you 
want or need on the civilian side.” 

“As a proud 20 year US Army re�ree, I do not, did 
not and will not encourage my grandchildren and 
great grandchildren to join todays military. That 
fact saddens me, yet my love for these children is 
greater than the sadness.” 

“In my 21 years in the US Air Force we 
concentrated on cohesion. In training, combat or 
con�ngency opera�on, your life depended on the 
men and women around you who worked as a 
team. Your combat effec�veness (and life) 
depended on that shared mission. Inject “iden�ty 
poli�cs” into the equa�on destroys unit integrity 
and reduces the ability of the unit to successfully 
compete its mission. Like everything else in the 
Biden Administra�on the objec�ve is to destroy 
America as she existed.” 

“I know 5 kids, all Chris�ans, who told me over the 
Christmas break, they were going to join the 
military a�er gradua�on but due to what the Biden 
Administra�on has done, they have changed their 
minds and will not join now.” 

“It is so sad to what our military has become. I saw 
this 10 years ago before I re�red from the military. 
People who couldn’t do their jobs were promoted 
because no one had the guts to get rid of them. 
Numbers you know. Some even made it to General. 
So much touchy feely policies now. So much 
wasted �me on trying not to offend someone that 
there isn’t any good training happening.” 

“He is not wrong. I am a GB like him, and I was flat 
out told get the shot, or lose my re�rement. Accept 
the CRT and my whiteness. For the senior SOF 
members, it is widely known that the first thing 
they threaten you with is your re�rement and 
benefits. It’s a horrible place to be to have to 

compromise your own values, at the pressure of 
toxic leaders, for the love of providing for your 
family a�er 23 years. because that is the leverage, 
they hold the future of you family hostage. the 
re�rement and benefits are just the means (the 
weapon) the know will work.” 

“I’m a United States Marine for life and have been 
since 1949. The reports of what’s happening in our 
military is very hard for me to handle.” 

“As a Marine I can personally tell you that the 
USMC is going woke and it started in the early 
2000s, then got much worse under Obama..now 
the Obama days are coming back for another 
round.” 

“Army here, 1978-80. Those Special Ops guys are 
the experts, they know. And he’s right. We had all 
races, we had gays, even back then. Nobody cared, 
we are one team, with one overall func�on. Not 
anymore. Thanks for having the stones to say it in a 
pla�orm where people will read and understand 
just what is happening. The weakening of our 
military is the globalist plan as well.” 

“Proud to have served when there were men and 
women working together to keep our freedom. 
Hard to understand why this administra�on would 
want to destroy the spirit needed to fight together 
as a family to protect our na�on.” 

“Today’s military is a joke, when I served 82-88 we 
had none of this stuff. we addressed officer’s as yes 
mam and yes sir, it was not a democracy. So sad, 
my youngest daughter wanted to join the army, I 
talked her out of it. The PT test is a joke from what I 
hear.” 

“This is disturbing. I served in the USMC in the mid 
80s and to see what our beloved Corps has become 
is saddening.” 
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“I took an oath to defend the cons�tu�on against 
all enemies both foreign and domes�c. It says 
nothing about defending woke policy or that I 
should be ashamed of my race. I served with a lot 
of blacks who would defend me as I would defend 
them. In war we all bleed red. In these �mes, I 
would be very hesitant to join the military because 
of what is happening.” 

“As a Drill Instructor x2 I’m absolutely disgusted 
and disappointed in our MC.” 

“As a prior service member that was deployed and 
served in two wars this makes me laugh and sick at 
the same �me. What a load of crap.” 

“I’m a Vietnam vet ; I’m so ashamed of our military 
and it’s so sad!” 

“I would seriously discourage my kids from joining 
today’s military. And my family has long been 
involved with the armed forces.” 

“I spent 23 years in the Army, I’m happy I re�red 
when I did. These good idea fairies are destroying 
our war fighters.” 

“As a veteran, I’m completely disgusted with what’s 
happening to our military.” 

“I wouldn’t recommend the military to anyone. I 
used to and I joined in 1982.” 

“I’m glad I served when I did. At the present �me, I 
would not want to enter the military.” 

“When you are a soldier, you’re part of a group, 
with one common goal, defend our country and 
your fellow soldier , defeat the enemy. Our 
government seems to be undermining that thought 
process and weakening the rank and file. When you 
go into batle, you go in as one solid board. Not as 
a splintered piece of wood.” 

“When I served in the Army, every promo�on 
board I appeared before or served on had at least 
one ques�on on the Federal Cons�tu�on and 
another on American history as it related to the 
military. I would not volunteer to serve on the 
Biden-Harris military.” 

“Re�re Combat Engineer officer here, and I am so, 
SO grateful I am not in now. I would be a walking 
Ar�cle 15!” 

“This is horrible. The standards are too low now. 
Especially for the ASVAB. If someone cannot score 
at least 30 on the ASVAB, they have no business in 
the military. It isn’t like the military has ANY real 
grunt jobs anymore. Even infantry members have 
to deal with a lot more than shoo�ng a rifle. They 
need to be proficient with all the tech gear that the 
military employs today. I was an Army recruiter in 
the late 90s and I know what caliber of kid cannot 
score over 30 on the ASVAB. They are not they kind 
of kid I would want to go to war with and need to 
depend on in a bad situa�on.” 

“If young fit qualified men are not volunteering and 
you have to lower the standards to meet quotas. 
Then you are not addressing the “real” issues. I 
served but would not recommend anyone serve in 
today’s military.” 

“I spent 6 years in the navy and 2 years of that 
underwater. Nuclear submarines and basically all 
naval vessels are not the place for “low quality” 
applicants. They are dangerous places and you 
need to be able to depend on your shipmates to be 
able to do what it takes to keep safe. I served at the 
beginning of the all volunteer military and at the 
end of my 6 years, they were already lowering the 
standards and it was ge�ng scary to go to sea with 
some of these guys. By lowering the standards, The 
military is just asking for accidents that should 
never happen. Maybe they should spend less �me 
on the “woke” nonsense and vaccine mandates 
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and then maybe they wouldn’t have to lower the 
standards. I know if I were a young man today, I 
wouldn’t want to be in the military with today’s 
leadership (or lack thereof).” 

“As a former Navy Instructor and Training Program 
Designer for the Military and a State Govt, it’s 
dangerous when you’re just trying to get bodies. 
Dropping the quality of recruits to a level of almost 
incompetency means mistakes will happen, big 
mistakes.” 

“I am proud to have served in the Army back when 
all we had to worry about was Soviet tanks 
invading Western Europe. Now our Army is so 
concerned with gender-affirming, climate change, 
white supremacy, diversity and other issues that 
nothing is le� to defend America from invasion and 
conquest.” 

“Come from a long line of people who served in the 
Military. I did 20 years myself. My daughter has 16 
years in, and my other two sons have served 
mul�ple tours in Iraq and Afghanistan but not one 
of them wants their children to serve in today’s 
military when they grow up. People don’t want to 
serve in an organiza�on where you’re not proud of 
the organiza�on you’re serving, and it represents 
everything you’re against.” 

“I won’t give my exact age, but I was born in the 
1990’s. Here’s my reason why I chose, and con�nue 
to choose, against joining the “U.S.” military. Time 
has proven that the United States armed forces 
have recently been used to protect and defend the 
sovereignty of mul�ple foreign countries — while 
prac�cally nothing is done to defend our own 
country’s sovereignty. Swaths of criminal migrants, 
who share nothing in common with our na�on, are 
swarming our border; this is of litle concern, but 
sending what amounts to 100 billion dollars to 
Ukraine for their defense is apparently a top 
priority. Why would I choose to poten�ally sacrifice 

my health for a foreign country while our own is 
losing its sovereignty and self-determina�on? 
Furthermore, I will not act to spread the “values” 
of destruc�ve “LGBT” behavior, and the right to 
place elementary school children on hormone 
blockers and “sex reassignment” surgery. The top 
brass of the U.S. military’s “values” are neither 
mine nor of historical American values and 
principles. At home, our na�onal history and 
heritage is being sought for removal, along with 
our cons�tu�onal freedoms being subject to 
infringement. And this human garbage by the �tle 
of Gen. Miley, who would be my superior, is 
expressing his desire to learn about “White rage” in 
a European-derived Western country!? I want 
nothing to do with this usurped U.S. military; and 
many, MANY more feel the same way. If you have a 
child or grandchild, wise would it be to advise 
against joining that which stands for nothing of 
value to the United States of America at this �me.” 

“How can you expect young people to enlist to 
defend a country that they have been taught to 
hate in school and by athletes kneeling for the 
Na�onal Anthem?” 

“I’m a US Army re�ree with 2 sons, one whose 
served in combat as Military Police, my second son 
is 9 years younger than his brother. I would not 
allow him to serve with current leadership in place 
under any circumstances.” 

“I as a veteran have lost trust in the upper echelon 
leadership of the military not the rank and file.” 

“When my son came back from Afghanistan 
considering re-uping in Ranger training as the offer 
was there. My brother in law and I teamed up and 
convinced him to stay out. We did that because 
he’s a brave young man who saw a lot of ac�on in a 
forward moving area and this military woke agenda 
and equity BS was in contrast to what he is. Being 
white and the pussifica�on of the military could 
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have goten him killed. I suggest to all nephews, 
stay away from wokeism and lack of true military 
leadership as it has all the underpinnings of 
disastrous consequences as witnessed with the 
Afghanistan withdrawal.” 

“I am glad my kids are out of the military now. My 
son spent 4 tours overseas and has shrapnel 
throughout his body. He suffers PTSD a�er 
watching friends die in front of him. I would never 
let a child join at this point and �me. This 
administra�on has destroyed our military. God 
bless the young men and women currently 
serving.” 

“As a veteran I’m wondering why with the an�-
American president anyone would go into the 
service.” 

“Each of my parents and my husband spent 20 
years each in the military. Now that my sons are 
ge�ng close to gradua�ng high school, we have 
told them, “No way.” The amount of wokeness in 
the military now means it isn’t about protec�ng 
country and more about coddling big babies who 
have been told they are special.” 

“As a veteran from a long standing military family, 
I’ve made sure that my children will never join the 
current Woke military. Get Woke, Go Broke.” 

“I’m an army veteran, and what’s happening to our 
military is heartbreaking. And the problem is 
definitely from the top down. We don’t win any 
more on purpose. It’s all poli�cal and about money. 
And no, I don’t want my son in this military, and 
that’s sad.” 

“I am re�red Navy with a son who is beginning his 
career in the Navy. We all have suffered through 
the sensi�vity training and growing wokism but I 
s�ll believe that the best performing individuals 
will rise to the top. We all know that there will be 
unacknowledged quotas for advancement but even 

then, most that get the quota nod are s�ll the best 
of those groups and have been excep�onal leaders 
in their own right. Leaders will always have to deal 
with the underperformers who will pull out the 
“intersec�onal card,” but documenta�on and 
standards solve those issues. As long as the 
government doesn’t change the UCMJ, the military 
will adapt and overcome in the end.” 

“I have one child le� at home, and I’ll be damned if 
she’s going into the service.” 

“Just re�red. Told my kids no way they can join.” 

“A history of service back to WW1, I did 25 years in 
Army, my son turns 18 in a few months and I told 
him that by no means did I want him to enlist 
under this administra�on to be sent off to die for 
this failed president!” 

“Happy to have served when I did but today I try to 
talk young people out of joining the military. Poor 
weak leadership and poli�cal correctness has 
ruined most of our military.” 

“I served in 2/327, I got out in 2019 and I would 
never think of joining back up with the country the 
way it is now.” 

“Reasons why I (US Army Veteran honorably 1994-
2002) refuse to allow my adult children to 
par�cipate in the military. My dad and Grandfather 
were both military. #1. Mandatory experimental 
vaccines. #2. Poli�cal correctness #3. Wokeness #4. 
Ge�ng rid of shark atacks and yelling (weeding 
out weakness).” 

“Glad my children and I are out of the military, 
none of us would have served in the current 
environment. I guess it goes along with the rest of 
this crappy administra�on.” 

“I thought about joining before they decided the 
mRNA was mandatory.” 
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“I am a proud (and disabled) veteran. I do not 
suggest anyone volunteer to serve at the moment; 
especially under this “leadership”.” 

“I spent 22 years in the Marine Corps. My father 
fought in Korea (USMC). Both grandfathers in 
WW2. For the first �me in my life, I can’t 
recommend joining any branch.” 

“I served proudly and honorably but in today’s 
climate I would not do so. There is nothing 
honorable in today’s senior military leadership!” 

“No way in hell would I allow my kids to serve 
under this administra�on….all the men in my family 
served.” 

“I served in the USAF 20 years ago. I would not 
enlist if I were 19 today. I have two boys now. I will 
not encourage military service. Clown world the 
USA has become.” 

“I would never allow my young kids serve in the 
military nowadays, it makes their sacrifice obsolete. 
Shameful.” 

“I am 7th genera�on US Navy and my 12 year old 
son will NOT be the 8th.” 

“Nope. As someone who volunteered during 
GWOT, I tell any kid now that joining is a bad idea. 
Too many woke leaders, including yourself who 
value showing diversity down our throats instead 
of building an Army to fight and win against our 
enemies.” 

“My family has been in the US Military since 1850. I 
served 22 yrs, 16 act. 6 res. most in an Elite Unit, 
the 160th SOAR 2 of my sons, 1 SEAL, 1 Green 
Beret. I’m Pro Military. I will NOT encourage 
anybody to join now woke, pronouns, weak 
leaders, Biden--that shit will kill the Military & you.” 

“I agree ! I served USMC 50 + Years ago, and I 
would not serve in today’s military.” 

“My father WW11, Lt Cruiser Boise in Pacific; 
myself 71-91 USAF Engineers Prime Beef & Red 
Horse, my brother USAF Nuc weapons tech, my son 
USAF Special Opera�ons MH53, my nephew Army 
Major armor, my grand nephew USAF air batle 
manager. I can’t encourage my grandchildren to 
join.” 

“I can trace my family’s military back to the 
Revolu�onary way. I grew up as an army brat. 2 
brothers served, 2 sons served. I will do everything 
in my power to talk serving out of my 
grandchildren. This is NOT the country/military my 
forefathers fought in and for!” 

“As a 21-year Navy Vet, I fully support his post. This 
administra�on has one concern, make money for 
themselves and use all our assets and money to get 
this done! I watch a Marine tell his story on how 
they had no support from leadership!! It is �me to 
draw a line and say no!!!” 

“My family served in every war from the War of 
1812 un�l Desert Storm. My father gave 35 years of 
his life to the military. I agree with you completely.” 

“I love the United States Army. It gave a poor kid a 
home and a start in life for me. I have friends as 
close as any brothers by blood I served with. It 
saddens me but this is not the Army I knew. 
Saddens me listening to my kid who served tell me 
how bad woke is in all branches.” 

“I'm proud to be a USMA grad. I'm proud to have 
been an army officer. I'm proud to have been a 
batalion CDR (un�l wrongfully relieved). But most 
of all, I'm proud to have had the integrity to walk 
away once it was clear the Army stood in 
opposi�on to Cons�tu�on and country.” 

“No. You all squandered and destroyed every bit of 
goodwill I had. I am the last to serve in my family 
because of your inep�tude. Every branch is now a 
hollow shell and fancy PR campaigns won't solve 
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the sickness. You're blind or willfully ignorant of the 
problems.” 

“My family has served since this country was 
created. I have a few tabs, a scroll and a couple of 
trips to Afghanistan. Guess who will encourage my 
family to enlist? Not me. Be all you can be my ass.” 

“As someone who got out in no small part because 
of the Navy going woke, I can illustrate it with ease. 
Name one Medal of Honor or Navy Cross recipient 
of Pearl Harbor…. Doris Miller will be the most 
common answer. Why, because we get briefed on 
him every February. Throughout the year we learn 
about every culture and gender and how they were 
slighted in the past in one way or another. What we 
don’t learn about is how we are all sailors, sure lip 
service is paid, usually 10secs at the end of the 
brief about how so and so was discriminated 
against in the 1940s or 1840s, or the 1970s. And 
since that is the message sent for 29min 30s of the 
brief. What message are you sending? I will tell you 
the message sent is not one of unity. Not one of we 
are all sailors. DEI is woke. Its roots are in Cri�cal 
Theory, which is an offshoot of Marxism from the 
Frankfurt school. Whose inten�on was to divide 
the United States from within via culture and 
gender because workers vs bourgeois wasn’t 
working.  Second point of the Navy is going woke. 
Onboard a CG we had 2 transgender sailors. They 
went through boot camp, came to the ship, 
declared they were transgender went through the 
hoops of proving it to medical, whatever those 
hoops were, and were sent up to Oregon for 
Gender reassignment, hormone therapies, etc. 
That takes about 2.5 years to complete and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. By which �me 
they are at the end of their contract and get out 
with litle to no benefit to the Navy or the na�on. 
Before, transgender would have been a failure to 
adapt and good luck. The Navy is not welfare 

program, it is not free medical service. It is a 
warfigh�ng en�ty.” 

“The more we focus on our differences, the more 
divided we will become. The DEI, transgender and 
sexuality based will defeat the Navy in �me. In 
ways our adversaries could never dream of. Want 
proof? The economy isn’t doing that great, 
normally that is prime �me for recrui�ng. So about 
those recrui�ng numbers…..” 

“As a formerly proud AF vet, count on losing 
recruits and soldiers leaving as soon as their 
enlistments are up. BIG mistake......” 

“I come from a long line of patriots who served the 
US with great respect and honor. I will not 
encourage my grandchildren to serve. Democrats 
did that.” 

“My (18-year-old farm boy) dad volunteered to 
Army in 1940. Then to Army Air Corps and 
Indochina. Then to USAF OCS, then Korea, and a 30 
year career as bomber pilot, wing and base 
commander, then Pentagon Joint Chiefs of Staff. He 
could not have handled this sick disease that has 
penetrated the USAF. Shame. Shame. I am so glad 
our daughter looked at USAF ten years ago but 
then declined. She works for Lockheed Mar�n as 
her "duty" on those F35s.” 

“So glad I am re�red from this woke military. These 
senior leaders are absolute cowards and should all 
be fired. DEI has never been a problem in the 
military. We have people from all cultures, races 
and backgrounds that come together and complete 
their missions. Look at Iraq and Afghanistan. Guys 
on the ground doing the figh�ng weren't the 
problem. It was the incompetent and cowardly 
senior leaders and poli�cians that handcuffed REAL 
warriors from doing what needed to be done. I'm 
so disgusted at the senior leaders both on the 
officer and NCO side.” 
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“The vast majority of recruits come from red states, 
are conserva�ve and have litle inclina�on to be 
lectured to on race, gender or climate change.” 

“The progressives gained control of the 
“educa�onal” ins�tu�ons decades ago. They’ve 
been grooming and brainwashing the American 
youth for decades. The next inevitable target was 
the military. When I was in the military, it was 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” not it’s “heyyyyy, scream it 
from the roof topssss!” Next thing that’s going to 
happen is outlawing views that hold to 
tradi�onal/biblical views on sexuality and marriage. 
My guess is it will be within the next 10 to 20 
years.” 

“We also need to thank our Woke Military 
leadership for this problem. I know many in the 
Military will not re-enlist because of the many 
weak policies they have put in to discourage our 
young military personnel.” 

“These are not blunders, they are deliberate policy 
decisions to “encourage” tradi�onal patrio�c 
soldiers to get out of the military so woke soldiers 
with flexible values can climb the ranks. All of 
which is inten�onally designed to weaken are 
military.” 

“The “recrui�ng crisis” has nothing to do with 
China. People with aspira�ons of joining our 
military do so out of love of country and don’t want 
to be subjected to “woke” garbage such as “proper 
pronoun use,” “diversity and equity,” and allowing 
“transgenders” to share their locker rooms. These 
are diseases that seem to be permea�ng almost 
every part of our lives lately, and un�l it’s stopped, 
recrui�ng will STAY at all-�me lows.” 

“The power struggle of the Le�ist leaders in DoD 
against the people serving. Instead of stopping this 
tyrannical effort against service men and women, 
they con�nue to punish them for not obeying. The 

new NDAA eliminates the vaccine requirement, yet 
DoD under Aus�n is slow rolling this guidance. They 
are surprised when no one wants to sign up to the 
woke military. Army, 14,000 recruits short in a 
single year. The other services thousands short. As 
a 26 year veteran, I will not recommend young 
people join in this toxic climate.” 

“The military has lost its way and no longer has 
sight of its mission. The woke policies of the last 
several years has resulted in a major decline in 
readiness. Armies of our adversaries are much 
stronger physically and mentally because they 
focus on the reali�es of war, not gender issues and 
making sure some soldiers feel guilty for what their 
ancient ancestors did.” 

“The le� is turning this country into one that fewer 
men and women are willing to risk life or limbs to 
defend. Meanwhile, the Chinese have passed the 
US Navy in number of ships.” 

“To young people considering joining like I did: 
would you risk your life for the poli�cians that 
"lead" this country right now? Because that's who 
you will be serving if you join, not your country, not 
the Cons�tu�on. Would you lay down your life for 
their personal profits?” 

“When I was 18, I literally walked out of a college 
classroom, and joined the Army. Joining an Army 
with leadership that hates me is the last fucking 
thing I would now ever do at age 18.” 

“4 combat tours and 1 peacekeeping. you will 
never get my vote of confidence. A�er the debacle 
and the way ya'll handled it in Afghanistan. who 
was held accountable? Who was accountable for 
the drone strike? Ain’t no way as a vet I can tell kids 
to join.” 

“I know several Democrats in the corporate world 
and they are �red of the woke and DEI nonsense. It 
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is dividing America and weakening our military. We 
should all be concerned.” 

“You kicked out good Soldiers for not ge�ng the 
jab, you drove out performing Soldiers in the name 
of diversity, you gave out weapons and ammo to a 
war that we should have zero involvement in, we 
s�ll have troops in Syria for some reason.... 
Anything else?” 

“Former #11B here. Will be the last in my family to 
have a DD-214. Would never recommend the 
current US military to any of my kids or family. 
#wentwokebecameajoke” 

“I served 23 years in the army I used to say I would 
do it again but not now. Too much BS and we fight 
for everything we earned while useless people get 
handed everything. I tell everyone to never join!” 

“I spent 7 years as an 0311 from 07-14. I will do no 
more for this country while corrup�on leads us. 
Our enemy is here at home first.” 

“Families with genera�ons of Army service da�ng 
back to the Civil War are now counseling their kids 
to not enlist. This is for two reasons: 1. A Woke 
Army. 2. Poli�cians will throw their lives away on a 
whim.” 

“No. I served in the USMC infantry, and most of my 
family before me has served as well. But a�er what 
“leadership” has done to our service members over 
the several years, no child of mine will serve un�l 
you’ve all been fired, punished, and your shity 
policies have been repealed.” 

“I spent 20 years. 10 years ago, I would not 
recommend military service to anybody. Now 
would not need much persuading to picket 
recrui�ng offices and beg poten�al recruits to think 
again.” 

“The war movies always glorified war. They said we 
fought wars against other people to defend our 
country and way of life. I am old. Our way of life 
has been erased and the country We fought for 
doesn’t exist. They stole our elec�on and opened 
the borders and expect us to go fight for them. My 
people have been figh�ng wars for this country for 
the last 200 years. I think we need to sit out the 
next few wars.” 

“Nope. I’ll never recommend to any of my 
grandkids. Yes, I served.” 

“4th genera�on gunfighter here. Zero chance my 
son goes to OCS.” 

“This Cold War vet finds it hard to defend (in words 
or deeds) the na�on that acts almost totally like 
the communists I wanted to defeat.” 

“At our family reunion in 2020 where there were 
over 100 adults we discussed the issues of today’s 
military and jointly recommended that any of the 
youngers reconsider and NOT join. Note that most 
adult males in my extended family are vets and 
quite a few females too. We had a tradi�on of 
service going back genera�ons. We think the US is 
headed down a very dark path, Inten�onally or not 
and didn’t want family to be caught up in it. They 
can s�ll join (I knew I wanted to join the navy from 
around 8 years old and follow in my father’s and 
grandfather footsteps) and we will not censor them 
but since it isn’t a worthy organiza�on any longer 
(any branch) we urged other paths and our help to 
follow those paths. No one has joined since.” 

“Proud re�ree: disgusted with the woke crap being 
forced upon our service members. I and many 
others aren’t encouraging young people to join 
under an administra�on who’d just as soon have 
them butchered, brainwashed or killed as have 
them sit in a classroom learning about abhorrent 
pronouns. No thanks.” 
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“The military is manda�ng all personnel become 
human guinea pigs to get an unapproved, 
unverified injec�on while having diversity training 
rammed down their throats. The U.S. is no longer 
the policeman of the world but a conquering thug 
that has destroyed hundreds of countries 
economically and socially for the past 70 years. The 
U.S. has become so corrupt that elected officials 
are no longer elected, they are appointed. The 
military needs to look at suppor�ng the 
cons�tu�on they swore an oath to protect.” 

“They should not ‘serve’, because the US military is 
no longer serving America. If we can have a 
President who was not elected. and who has no 
mind — so who is really calling the shots? — and 
who serves foreign masters who helped him 
subvert our elec�on — then why should our young 
men serve such creatures?” 

“My grandfather served, my father served, I served. 
I will do everything in my power to ensure my 
children do NOT serve. Why should they fight and 
die in forever wars that have nothing to do with 
protec�ng their own lands or ideals? Why should 
they be willing to be sacrificed like the 13 brave 
souls who were murdered by this regime and its 
botched Afghanistan pull-out? Why should they 
risk their lives to serve under a tranny commanding 
officer to spread the culturally poisonous rainbow 
jihad across the globe while poli�cians line their 
pockets laundering tax dollars through NGOs 
suppor�ng the “war effort”? Through policies like 
the jab mandate the military is being whitled 
down to a force that will be willing to fire upon the 
ci�zenry. That standing army we’re so proud of 
looks wonderful un�l the tanks are pointed at us.” 

“There are no le�ist patriots and the mask is off, 
America has a more Marxist government than Red 
China. Parking the military in Afghanistan was the 

last straw, Uncle Sam has no more credit with the 
American body donor public.” 

“People watch their country and countrymen 
sacrifice for 20 years only to have an inept idio�c 
president and le� wing administra�on flush it all 
away with a disastrous Afghanistan withdrawal. 
Then they see a diversity hire secretary of defense 
and a woke senior leadership embrace CRT and 
demonize straight white males, promote “equity” 
and diversity training which only creates a divisive 
culture. Is it any wonder recruitment is lagging. The 
next administra�on faces quite a task of rebuilding 
our military. But it’s the same thing every �me the 
le� is in power.” 

“I proudly served 22 years in the Marines Corps 
and re�red in 2004. It would be a cold day in hell if 
would join in today’s woke military. Combat 
readiness is at an all-�me low.”  

“They are teaching CRT and racism. In combat, 
there are no colors only your brothers who are 
figh�ng to ensure everyone comes home safely 
from the theater of opera�ons. We are doomed.” 

“People want their sacrifice to mean something. 
They don’t want to be associated with LGBTQ 
weirdness. They don’t want to be the “rainbow 
genera�on”. But more importantly they don’t want 
to sacrifice themselves in conflicts that don’t 
mater — Iraq, Afghanistan, Vietnam, Korea, 
hundreds of other minor skirmishes around the 
globe — there’s no feeling that any of them truly 
matered. This manufactured Ukraine fiasco won’t 
mater either. It will just get thousands (perhaps 
millions) killed. For what? For corrupt poli�cians in 
Ukraine and America? For a defense contractor to 
get a big bonus? People aren’t joining because they 
don’t want to sacrifice themselves for something 
that isn’t honorable. Period.” 
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“As a veteran of two branches of the military, I am 
discouraging anybody, especially my kids and 
grandkids, from joining the military. Why? Because 
they will be brainwashed into hateful, woke 
zombies.” 

“Between the strong arm tac�cs used with Covid 
vaccines and the focus of the likes of Milley, Aus�n, 
and Biden himself on equity, the American people 
don’t trust you anymore. Most kids who join have 
been encouraged in that direc�on by a parent. 
When you lose the parents, you have absolutely 
lost the children.” 

“The top echelon of the military is a corrupt tool of 
the Deep State, and they’ve been undermining 
morale in every possible way for many years. The 
COVID “vaccine” mandates are only the latest 
outrage. Furthermore, the US military has now for 
a genera�on been indoctrinated into targe�ng the 
currently non-existent domes�c terrorism that the 
authori�es expect and fear is coming as they 
�ghten their totalitarian grip on the county. If you 
are a decent person and a loyal American, you 
should get out of the military, and if you’re thinking 
of joining, DON’T.” 

“Decades ago I was so proud of the US military but 
with it being destroyed over wokeness, LGBTQ 
acceptance and CRT c*ap. Why would any young 
person today want to serve. Genera�ons, who 
haven’t thought for themselves but have become 
indoctrinated to hate capitalism and our American 
freedoms. We are not war ready and could be 
taken over by foreign enemies. But they will do so 
when we are destroyed from within which is 
happening every day in our once great and strong 
country destroyed by Democrats, illegi�mate (not 
elected) regimes and ignorant liberals who actually 
voted for this!” 

“Go Woke, Go Broke. I volunteered for the Viet 
Nam war. I wouldn’t do so now. I would want 

nothing to do with the Woke/DEI/Marxist military 
of today. Defending “the Hiden Biden” regime and 
a country controlled by insane Far Le�, Marxist 
Demonrats, no thank you!” 

“I’m a vet, but my kids won’t be going near the 
military unless there are some serious changes like 
no mandatory experimental medical treatments 
and drop all the pervert pedo bulls–t and stop 
figh�ng stupid wars for globalists.” 

“I wouldn’t let my children join the military now. 
This government is too fond of unnecessary wars 
and lying to us about them. It makes me sick to 
think how many brave young men and women 
have sacrificed themselves so poli�cians can get 
rich off the war machine. Don’t get me wrong….I’m 
grateful to all who serve and have given their lives, 
but I don’t think we should con�nue to sacrifice 
our children if our cons�tu�on is being stomped 
on.” 

“The cause is obvious. No self-respec�ng patriot 
who believes in duty, honor, country and has any 
other op�on would support the farce the current 
system (DOD) has produced. I recommended 
military service for years to friends and family no 
more. The military compromised its policies and 
principles to willingly become poli�cized for the 
sake of individual advancement in the chain of 
command.” 

“We used to encourage to everyone how awesome 
it was to be a military family. Ha! What’s a joke that 
was. They tried forcing my husband to get the 
death shot and since he won’t, they’re trying to 
boot him. Now, we discourage everyone, and I 
mean everyone, from joining. Besides, they’ve 
gone woke.” 

“I grew up in a PROUD Military Family…Dad went in 
at age 17 1940. Stayed in and re�red 1970. 
Con�nued to work for the military as a private 
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ci�zen for 15 years. My granpa moms side and dads 
side both career military. I grew up as a military 
brat and hey, I lived all over the world. I married 
military. Now, I’ll say: anyone with any patrio�sm is 
smart enough to know not to join this POS woke 
liberal communist military.” 

“I’ve always wanted to be a Navy fighter pilot. I’d 
have to get surgery to fix my eyes. I’d do it in a 
heartbeat if I were guaranteed a place where I 
could do my job to the best of my ability and serve 
my na�on proudly, even if I ended up somewhere 
other than a fighter jet. If they would do away with 
woke and vaccine mandates, I’d walk over to the 
recrui�ng office and sign up right now. Have had an 
interest since I was a young thing, and a�er Top 
Gun: Maverick and realizing at 24 years old it’s my 
last shot, I would be there today if they wouldn’t 
kick me out for not being vaccinated or gay 
enough.” 

“These are socialist ideas. One of the reasons I le� 
the service. No mater how hard I worked and 
excelled at my job I was passed over for 
promo�ons. I had intended to make the service my 
career.” 

“Former USMC here...if I had a military aged kid 
that wanted to enlist today, and if I couldn't talk 
him / her out of it, I would knee-cap them. I 
wouldn't let them dishonor themselves or their 
country by joining this circus clown show of what 
was once a cohesive, highly trained, military whose 
only mission was na�onal defense. What exists 
now is just another pla�orm for exhibi�ng 
wokeness and socialism. Totally disgus�ng!” 

“Aus�n, I'm a veteran from the days when serving 
in the military was an honor. I served in Vietnam, 
but would never li� a finger to serve again, seeing 
what my once great country has become. You are a 
disgrace to your uniform and unfit to lead a flock of 
sheep. I, as do many of my fellow veterans and 

VFW members, find you and your willing 
accomplice, Milley, disgus�ng, deplorable and 
totally unfit to hold your offices at the very top of 
our military chain of command. I don't include our 
Commander-in-Chief because he doesn't even 
know what day it is. If our military is unable to 
meet its recruitment and reten�on challenges, look 
in the mirror instead of blaming real Americans 
who want dignity and respect restored to our 
military!” 

“What parent would let their kids serve in this new 
woke armed forces. As a veteran myself I would 
advise my kids against serving this administra�on.” 

“I'm re�red military and I would advise in the 
strongest term my kids, grandkids, nieces and 
nephews, not join. American principles and values 
are definitely worth figh�ng for...but apparently 
Washington DC doesn't think they're worth 
following.” 

“The military chose to cater to people who are ill 
suited nor inclined to serve while demonizing & 
denigra�ng those who tradi�onally have. They 
pissed all over the right while making no new 
inroads with the le�. Now they’ve got no one.” 

Wonder why……what’s changed? Maybe the 
constant drumbeat of vilifica�on of the segments 
most likely to join the military has caused them to 
reject military service? 

“Maybe… we shouldn’t have kicked out perfectly 
healthy and able soldiers for refusing an 
experimental vax. Also, aliena�ng soldiers via social 
engineering poli�cal whims was never a good 
idea.” 

“The absolute largest and cheapest recrui�ng 
factor was family tradi�on and family support. 
That’s DONE. Veterans no longer recommend or 
speak posi�ve about military service. My son will 
be the first in 10 genera�ons to not enlist.” 
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“As a re�red veteran who joined a�er the Viet Nam 
era and re�red a�er twenty years, I know that if I 
were young enough to do it again, I would not 
enlist.” 

“My MOS was 0847 and I strongly urge nobody 
serve for these clowns.” 

“As a veteran I advise other young men who are 
like me not to serve under the current regime.” 

“Seeing Afghanistan flushed down the toilet, and 
not a single person in the State Department, nor 
the White House, nor any of the Joint Chiefs faced 
any repercussions, is also a huge blow to American 
confidence. Our leadership at the highest level is 
roten.” 

“The people whom America needs in the military 
won't go because it's value system does not align 
anymore.” 

“Explana�on: Regular men & women who are 
natural candidates for military service don’t want 
to join a military where woke lunacy will be foisted 
on them; and woke androgynous weirdos don’t 
want to join any military regardless. Hence, our 
unserious country has a recruitment problem.” 

“If I wanted to destroy the US without firing a shot, 
I’d work super hard to make it so red blooded 
American patriots hate and distrust things like 
football, the military and the Jus�ce system.” 

“You guys kicked out anyone who wouldn't get the 
Vaccine and u also demonize straight white men 
and tell people not to be proud of being an 
American and tell them not to love America No 
wonder why no one wants to serve for you.” 

“This was always the result of manda�ng a useless 
vaccine and placing an emphasis on cultural issues. 
The morons making those decisions either knew 

this would be the outcome and didn’t care or are 
completely oblivious.” 

“One of the most dangerous outcomes of toxic 
le�ist culture. The US military is more focused on 
gender ideology, neoracism, and everything except 
figh�ng. Add in the ac�ons of braindead Biden 
dismissing people over COVID vaccines, and you 
wonder why anyone would join.” 

“For the last two years the Navy has been 
atemp�ng to kick out my son-in-law for refusing 
the clot shot. Now that he has seen and 
experienced how people with a more conserva�ve 
leaning are treated, he has put in his papers for 
separa�on. Now that he wants out, they don't 
want to let him out.” 

“The same thing happened or is happening to 
numerous soldiers that I serve with or know. The 
mass exodus of soldiers who are 22-27 is ungodly. I 
get the old farts like me (51) who are �red of the 
BS, but all those young soldiers is just devasta�ng.” 

“My grandson dropped out of ROTC because of 
biden administra�on policies. I actually encouraged 
him to, so did his Mother. Really not a good career 
choice anymore.” 

“I got out of the military when they started doing 
all of this woke nonsense. The reten�on officer 
asked me "what would it take to get you to re-enlist 
for a few years?" I legi�mately laughed so hard and 
told him, "you aren't authorized to give me the 
amount of money it would take for me to re-enlist." 

“As a prior infantry man. And a father of four. I 
would not join nor want my children to join the 
military anymore!” 

“As a long service veteran, I can’t recommend 
military service for others in good conscience 
anymore. The support for the troops within the 
military structure itself seems to be dead.” 
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“Our military is being systema�cally destroyed by 
this woke nonsense. I speak as a veteran that 
served 3 tours in Afghanistan and 1 in Iraq. I s�ll 
have connec�ons in the Army and most are re�ring 
early, ge�ng out, or buying their �me un�l 
re�rement if they’re close to re�rement. 
Recruitment is way down.” 

“When I was growing up my 9 military uncles and 
father expected the next genera�on to join the 
service. Most all have. Now, my genera�on of vets 
are encouraging their kids not to. A woke military & 
endless wars are to blame for your 25% loss in 
recruitments.”  

“I am doing the same thing. my son will not serve. 
and we always had planned he would like every 
man in my family before him. no more.” 

“Don’t forget forcing experimental treatment on 
our servicemen and women. By the grace of God, 
my husband will get to re�re this year a�er figh�ng 
the vaccine mandate for almost 18 months. A right 
he had that the DOD completely ignored in their 
own policy and per fed law.” 

“I am a 25 year Vet, and joined the military, both to 
make a difference, as well as to make myself a good 
career. I too have told my kids, they are absolutely 
NOT to join and helped one of them get out before 
it was too late. I saw firsthand how corrupt it is.” 

“I served for over 20 years. I refuse to allow my son 
to join the military. It’s disgraceful what’s 
happening to those ins�tu�ons.” 

“I totally agree! I tell anyone who asks me if they 
should join the military like I did, and I always say 
no. With the change in rules of engagement and 
the wokenesss, it's no longer the elite figh�ng force 
it once was.” Army veteran 

“I am a first genera�on army vet. I had hopes at 
one point my son would join. I’m so glad he didn’t.” 

“When the younger genera�on sees firsthand our 
own commander in chief abandon troops, I can’t 
even blame them. And don’t even get me started 
on the vaccine mandates and woke BS.” 

“Want to know why so many fine young men and 
women are leaving military service? Because of the 
woke policies of this criminal installed 
administra�on. They are destroying the US 
military.” – Veteran 

“That's why I le�!” – Another veteran 

“Yep. Exactly the reason I didn't reenlist.” 

“Can not recommend military service for my kids or 
anyone now with the woke LGBTQ propaganda 
permea�ng everything now!” 

“How woke is the US Navy? When my brother was 
in Nuke school in SC back in 2020-they gave him a 
transgender roommate. A girl, transi�oned to a 
guy-and on her days off, she would wear dresses on 
base. She had stuffed animals all over her bed, 
panda bear slippers and refused to clear her bed. 
She would sleep on the floor of their 2 person 
room- at the entrance to the bathroom. As if 
Nuclear school wasn’t difficult enough -this literally 
stressed my brother out beyond what I could 
possibly explain here.” 

“Your brother was there around the same �me as 
my son. I heard similar stories.” 

“A friend of mine is an AF pilot. When he was going 
through flight training, one of his instructors was a 
man who wore women's clothing. Beard, high heels 
and dresses. That cross-dresser ended up qui�ng 
because he was too stressed out being around men 
all day.” 

“As an ac�ve duty sailor, it gets worse. I once had a 
supervisor who was in “transi�on”. This was a 6’6” 
man who would abuse authority and anyone who 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 44 
 

 
STARRS.US 

he felt made him feel “oppressed” received a 
nega�ve eval, which made it impossible to progress 
to rank up. This is an epidemic.” 

“I work with a couple re�red CSM. They both did 
25+ years and had no plans of re�ring. Both re�red 
because this agenda got in the way of efficiency of 
duty. Frustra�ng solving issues at the highest levels 
but now you need to focus on 1 person’s feelings 
ahead of the service.” 

“I’m glad that I got out when I did in 2018.” 

“I’m glad I’m out. Even the Marines is like that now, 
it’s just terrible.” 

“It’s really bad. 17 years ago when I first came in it 
was nothing like this.” 

“It's ge�ng more woke by the day. The en�re 
military is. Before I got out it was ge�ng bad. I feel 
bad for those s�ll in that have to deal with all the 
bs” 

“We did transgender training and it was awful. 
They basically said that people with gender 
dysphoria were allowed to do all their surgeries for 
free but people who had self esteem issues maybe 
about their nose or their teeth were not granted 
the same privilege.” 

“Glad I'm re�red, in my opinion the military is no 
place for the woke poli�cal bullshit, its supposed to 
be a figh�ng force, not a experimental guinea pig 
woke tank.” 

“I was Army 2013 to 2019. I never dreamed the 
country I believed in and chose to serve as a way to 
be a part of all that we stand for would fall so low 
in 2 or 3 years much less my life�me. This doesn't 
look like the country I swore an oath to protect 
anymore. And that kills me a bit more every day.” 

“I'm also a veteran, my father was a lifer veteran 
also. He turned 16 on a ship in the South Pacific 

figh�ng Japanese. Then later joined Air Force. 
Served through Korea and Vietnam, 23 years. My 
heart breaks a bit more every day.” 

“My father and brother fought for our freedom I 
lost them both and for what? That’s how I feel now. 
Thanks to our Government I agree fantas�c song 
it’s so hard to be proud to be an American today.” 

“I was probably the most pro-military person most 
people ever met. Bled olive drab. And I've told my 
kids that before I'd let them spill their blood for this 
waste of what was once my country, I'd shoot them 
in the foot myself.” 

“Yup. I agree. My whole family, cousins, son, 
grandaughters, Grandpa, father etc. All Military. 
Not anymore. Military is sick morally. 4 years Navy 
here.” 

“I grew up with a level of support for our military 
that knew no bounds but today, even if I were 
young enough to serve, I'd refuse to go. All our 
military is today are muscle for the globalists.” 

“I was willing to give my life for my country, and 
came close to doing so, twice. For years I asked 
God why me? Why would I come home when so 
many others didn't? Once again I'm asking God why 
me? Why would you save me only to make me 
witness the destruc�on of something I was willing 
to die for?” 

“The problem isn't obesity. The problem isn't lower 
SAT scores. The problem is our Godforsaken 
military's abandonment of military preparedness in 
pursuit of a woke diversity-equity-inclusion agenda 
that sadly excludes reason and sanity. Today's 
military aspires not to prepare men to win batles 
but to provide equal-opportunity employment for 
women, sexual perverts, and totally deluded (or 
totally decei�ul) "transgenders." At the same �me 
it foolishly seeks to "reeducate" tradi�onal male 
recruits about their "toxic masculinity," racial 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 45 
 

 
STARRS.US 

insensi�vity, and, as applicable, "white privilege" or 
"black vic�mhood." What self-respec�ng young 
man with even a modicum of patrio�sm wants to 
sign up for that? As a former Navy man, I hear�ly 
discourage young men from joining today's military. 
I would not serve under our current joke of a 
commander-in-chief. And I would not enlist unless 
and un�l the present military "leadership" either 
comes to its senses or is replaced.” 

“Who would want to serve under this regime, one 
that stole an elec�on, received bribes from China, 
and wants to diminish America and disgrace it on 
the global stage to sa�sfy their Chi-Com masters? 
I'm a USMC Veteran from the late 80s. I'd never 
recommend that my child, grandchild or any young 
person I care about join the current, woke military 
while our na�on declines.” 

“This degenera�on of military effec�veness has 
been clear for some �me. I finished 6 in USN in 87. 
That might have been the highwater mark during 
Reagan years. No tolerance for drugs and don't ask 
don't tell. From there the decline has been swi�. 
The wasted human souls of volunteers in 
Afghanistan and Iraq will keep those who can avoid 
it away. No sense being pawns on the chess board 
to be squandered for glory and fortune.” 

“I re�red back in 2005. I am completely baffled and 
disgusted at today's military.” 

“Mul�ple in our family le� the military to remain 
jab-free. Their religious liber�es were trampled on, 
they were pressured and harassed by command. 
Finally out a�er years in limbo while being 
prevented from training, deploying or advancing 
rank! A�er lifelong support of the military and 
genera�ons of Veterans, we are DONE and would 
never recommend it to anyone as a career path 
under current leadership failure. Enlist at your 
peril!!” 

“Please remember there are s�ll Patriots in the US 
military, me being one of them. My age is 42, and 
I'm a part of a genera�on that believes in this 
country. I'll fight with all my might. Once my 
genera�on is gone from the military, I'm not sure 
what the future holds. We have taken God out of 
our ranks. Now we worry about hur�ng peoples 
feelings and accep�ng gender transforma�on. I will 
stand up for my God. 3 more years, and I'm out. 
I’ve heard of military presenta�ons about how we 
are to accept transgender within our ranks. If I'm 
asked to watch and sign off on accep�ng 
transgender, they'll need to start processing my 
discharge. My God comes first. They will lose a 
patriot willing to die for our freedom.” 

“A friend recently re�red a�er 30 years in the 
Army. His cer�ficate of re�rement was auto-pen 
signed by Biden. He shredded it. He said Brandon 
has completely destroyed morale in the military. He 
and others like him are warning poten�al recruits 
not to join.” 

“As one who spent 26 years on ac�ve duty and 
re�red, then worked for the DoD at two separate 
commands un�l late last year (14 years), the 
military is woke! The wokeness the military 
exemplifies impact on its readiness. Had to sit thru 
extremism training and then they tried to get me to 
take an oath. I said the only oath I would take it the 
oath of enlistment!” 

“20 years service with the US Marine Corps. I do 
not recognize the service which I once had proudly 
served only 12 years ago. My son joined the 
Marines - ar�cle was spot on; he is ge�ng out 
because in his words "I am not some germ in a 
poli�cal petri dish".” 

“I have been bea�ng the drum about some of the 
WOKE decisions made by the Department of 
Defense and the Air Force in the last two years. 
How some of the decisions made have undermined 
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the work we did from the 80s, through the 90s into 
the early 2000s to overcome the problems we 
inherited from the Vietnam Era and immediately 
Post-Vietnam Era policies that severely damaged 
our military. The Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 
Force men�oned on some of these policies were 
due to a need to open the Air Force to the cultures 
of those joining the Air Force (something along 
those lines). That is a fundamental 
misunderstanding of culture, at least in the sense 
of an Organiza�on such as the Air Force. Culture is 
defined as the sum of our values, beliefs, and 
norms of behavior. When they are misaligned, the 
culture is broken. Changes in appearance standards 
violate the long-held idea "military image" is the 
most important aspect of dress and appearance. It 
is important to look like the military and act like the 
military, as an apoli�cal en�ty, that people have 
come to depend on in �mes of turmoil. We worked 
really, really, really hard to make that happen. We 
are seeing the undoing in a couple of short years 
the work of 30+ years. This is what happens when 
you vote for someone because you are led to 
dislike the other guy, not because he was a poor 
President (like the current incompetent in the WH), 
but because he makes mean posts and speaks 
truth. I fear for our country.” 

“It's not just recruitment. It's also reten�on. The 
backbone of the US military has always been the 
middle and senior NCOs. They're leaving the 
services in larger numbers than in the past and 
that's actually more damaging than the 
recruitment problem. These were your experienced 
people who also taught to new recruits. Few of 
them want anything to do with a woke military.” 

“My family has spilled their blood on American and 
foreign soil all the way back before the 
revolu�onary War. If my ancestors could have seen 
what America has become, they would have 
headed to the local pub and just goten drunk.” 

“As a Veteran I always appreciate those who have 
and or serve today in our country's military. In the 
past as teacher and a Pastor I have encouraged 
young people to serve, my son served, both my 
son-in-laws served. But as I see the cultural 
experimenta�on and Woke ideology spreading in 
the ranks today, I can no longer encourage young 
people enter the military.” 

“Likewise.. as a re�red 35 yr vet I could've steered 
family into a flying career. I have been re�red 12 
years and no longer recognize the service I le�. 
Neither of my children want anything to do with a 
"woke" service. They see and hear how China, 
North Korea, and Iran are strengthening their 
forces. They also see how Russia commits troops 
without concern for losses and make comparisons 
to our pullout from Afghanistan. They hear how the 
Navy is set to lose even more ships. All things 
considered, they along with their friends don't 
want to be sacrificial lambs for this administra�on. 
This will be another year of not mee�ng recrui�ng 
goals. You can bet no poli�cian will even consider 
reinsta�ng a dra� or acknowledge there's a 
problem.” 

“Agree 100%. I would not encourage any family 
member to serve in this woke military. This 
incompetent commander-in-chief will get people 
killed with his indecisiveness. It's hard to protect a 
country when you won't protect a border.” 

“Well said, and I agree as well. I re�red a�er 
serving a few months shy of 25 years. I haven’t 
spent much of the last 8 and a half years around 
young people, therefore I haven’t given my opinion 
about joining these days. But I’ve voiced my 
opinion to those of us veterans here, and with 
some friends in RL that are closer to my age. Un�l 
current leadership is replaced, vis a vis our current 
administra�on, now isn’t the best �me. Unless 
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people are hard-up to serve…then they have my 
gra�tude and best wishes.” 

“I served to protect , honor and preserve the 
cons�tu�on of the United States of America and to 
see how the Covid-19 pandemic destroyed the 
cons�tu�on and the people Bill of Rights as 
Government took control of our life why would 
anyone serve!” 

“I stand with you on this. I served my country with 
a feeling of both pride and a fulfillment of patrio�c 
duty. Every �me I go into a VA facility and see a 
picture of Brandon on the wall, I want to tear it 
down. Then I see Sec Def Aus�n and Chief of Staff 
Miley I am reminded why I decided to throw away 
17 years of ac�ve service and re�rement. The 
higher in rank I went, the more incompetent and 
self serving officers I worked with. They were not 
the dedicated and self sacrificing leaders I followed 
when I first accepted my commission. Too o�en 
they are followers and self serving sycophants aka 
brown nosers.” 

“I am one 5 genera�ons Veterans and the same, 
the officer Corp is woke and corrupt. I will not in 
courage enlistment!” 

“A lot of NCO's have bailed in the last couple years 
and then count in the servicemember's who 
refused the vaccine & were forced out. I'm glad I 
re�red when I did, would seriously consider 
conscien�ous objector if Biden was my CINC.” 

“When our en�re educa�on system is teaching our 
youth that this country is terrible and that white 
people are all awful racists, and people of color 
deserve everything for free with zero effort, why 
would they want to fight for it? These are 
Democrat self-defea�ng policies.” 

“I’m a 30 year veteran and I encouraged my son to 
join a�er he graduated from college 3 years ago, 
but the recruiters in the DC area didn’t seem to 

want a white male, STEM graduate in the service 
(weren’t mo�vated to have him). As a Biochemist 
he’s been employed in the lab of several companies 
that were glad to have him. At this point I’m not 
disappointed that he didn’t follow in my footsteps 
at all. I wouldn’t recommend the services to 
anyone at this point.” 

“I'm a 25 year Army veteran. I have helped dozens 
of young people join the Army and other branches 
of the military. Today, however, I find it very 
difficult to encourage young people to join the 
military.” 

“25 plus United States Marine. Re�red right before 
Biden was sworn in. I could not in good conscience 
serve under a man who has no respect for half of 
our country. I would not recommend service with 
the leadership we have at or near the top.” 

“Same here.....30 years Army. I will discourage my 
grandchildren from entering the service when the 
�me comes.” 

“My son is 18 and would love to enlist, he has 
spoken to Army, Navy and Air-force, he scored 
excep�onal on his assessment. Every �me he 
speaks with members of our family that have 
served or has spoken to neighbors or friends. They 
all ask the same thing. Why would you enlist when 
we have the absolutely worst commander in chief 
in office. He also hears that it would be a good idea 
to wait, as all four branches have lost track of their 
priori�es, explaining there were once two major 
priori�es; 1) keep our na�on safe, and 2) freedom 
is worth figh�ng for. Neither are a priority today, as 
America’s best is met with today’s priority, CRT, DEI, 
LBGTQ, indoctrina�on. Also disturbing is that these 
young kids were lost and locked-out of learning, 
living, and thriving for 2 years, these kids are not 
prepared. They are no longer learning in our 
schools, our na�on is not prepared to protect itself. 
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Biden did all that is just 2 years. Remember when 
you vote what you are vo�ng for.” 

“Having served with our military for 25+ years, I 
think I can speak for the vast majority of our 
military which is compromised of mostly 
conserva�ve Americans. No one wants to serve 
under a liberal regime like Biden and his 
administra�on. Liberals are pounding the war 
drums. We have never been closer to WWIII than 
we are today. Who in their right mind wants to 
serve under a Commander-in-Chief that has lost his 
mind?!? The numbers will stay as low as the 
country’s moral which is dropping considerably 
every day.” 

“I spent 22 years Navy. I was thinking the exact 
same thing.” 

“Same here. Mentored many over the years. Now, I 
don’t due to the woke and dei push.  With the lack 
of quality VA healthcare, reduced benefits, it’s not 
worth it.” 

“It should be obvious to all Americans that the 
majority of new recruits to military service are the 
result of the influence of men & women who 
formerly served their country. Like my father who 
served in WWll, Korea, and Vietnam, I proudly 
served in Vietnam and in the Middle East. Military 
service was common throughout our en�re family. 
However when my eldest daughter told me my 
grandson was hot to join the military and would I 
advise him of my thoughts on the subject I was 
quick to advise him not to join. My reasoning was 
simple, America’s imminent threat is not from 
overseas but it is a malignant communist growth in 
our government. I do not want a grandson of mine 
to be forced to take up arms against his own 
people. Unless something fortuitous occurs in the 
near future, this war may soon come to pass. It is 
my belief that Americans will not go peacefully into 
that good night.” 

“I for one would never encourage young people to 
join the military. Why put our children in harm's 
way for the benefit of the military industrial 
complex? It used to be honorable, it used to be 
noble, but now it's just about money. Regardless of 
who sits in the White House.” 

“I served in the USN for 10 years and only le� as 
my wife could not handle the separa�ons. 
Fortunately I was taught a skill while serving that 
proved to be a plus in aerospace. I witnessed the 
Zumwalt experiment in the 60's but could not 
fathom what was to come. I re�red from one of the 
biggest aerospace contractors in 2017 disillusioned 
of the then woke ( they were not known as that 
then) policies management forced on all 
employees. I am a Nam vet and it is with great 
sorrow I will never encourage any of my 
grandchildren to enlist. Like the Roman Empire we 
are doomed by the same forces that turned them 
to dust.” 

“I'm a former military submariner, with 2 sons who 
are at the end of their military careers, no way I 
would ever encourage any of my grandchildren to 
serve under the failed leadership of Milley, Aus�n 
and the current CiC.” 

“I am a former Military Police in the US Army and a 
civilian Law Enforcement Officer in metro Atlanta. 
There is no way with the WOKE culture I could 
recommend a young person joining the military 
and I would recommend that any person wan�ng 
to become a Law Enforcement Officer to seek only 
those states where Law Enforcement is appreciated 
and not prohibited from doing their jobs.” 

“I re�red in 2009 because quotas were more 
important than skill and ability. At that point I put 
in my papers and sadly look back at the great 
decision I made as the military declined. There will 
be a day when us relics will be needed. I fear it will 
be before Biden re�res and China atacks.” 
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“Three of my children became United States 
Marines (two s�ll ac�ve duty). A�er serving in 
Afghanistan Opera�on Allies Refuge, my son 
withdrew his reenlistment package. He said the 
government did not allow them to properly do 
their jobs (fight back). It’s all a rich man’s game 
shrouded in patrio�c purpose making friends and 
family wealthier via government contracts at the 
detriment of service members who really love their 
country.” 

“Maybe it is because of Biden, his policies, and 
Democrats in General. My grandson wanted to 
enlist as I did when I graduated from HS and spent 
two tours in Vietnam before I turned 20, and I 
talked him out of it. Why go and risk your life when 
your Commander in Chief doesn't care about you 
or the Country? Biden and Democrats, care more 
for the Illegals than he does Veterans.” 

“The best recrui�ng tool is veterans. However, I as 
a re�red USAF member would never recommend 
the military to anyone today.” 

“I was proud to enlist in 85. Marine recon. If this 
leadership was in then, I wouldn’t have. If I was 18-
22 today, no way would I consider the military, FBI 
or CIA. All once great agencies, now just poli�cal 
pla�orms.” 

“My dad was Navy, I was Navy, my daughter was 
Navy. I preached military service �l Joey's Pentagon 
took over. Now, I sadly say, stay away.” 

“I'm a Vietnam veteran who served in the Navy. My 
middle brother served in the Army in Vietnam. My 
oldest brother was career Air Force. My dad was in 
the Coast Guard in WWII, my grandfather in the 
Army in WWI, my great grandfather in the 
Confederate army and a great great grandfather in 
the Union army. 28 Patriots of the American 
Revolu�on. I told my sons, that I would have no 
part of today's WOKE military. Neither of my sons 

served and I hope my grandsons don't, either, un�l 
we have a return to normalcy, if ever. Biden, Milley 
and Aus�n are buffoons, complete JOKES. They are 
so focused on WOKEness, they put our na�onal 
security in jeopardy. No way would I serve today.” 

“Don’t expect anything different with the marxist 
administra�on. The people who join our armed 
forces are patriots that respect the cons�tu�on. 
This regime has proven they are not interested in 
American values.” 

“So sad. I wish everyone could have the same 
life�me memories I gained in the Navy. We were 
decidedly unwoke!” 

“I served in the US Marine Corps for 8 years from 
1983-1991. I loved it and learned life skills that 
cannot be taught in the civilian world. I saw the 
world and am very proud, today these young 
people have been taught to hate our military, law 
enforcement and country. They have been spoon 
fed and taught liberalism courtesy of social media 
pla�orms , teachers and professors. Biden has 
made our once proud country weak and 
unpatrio�c.” 

“42 years in the Army and Air Force. I now counsel 
young people who ask my advice to avoid military 
service. Failed leadership starts at top and 
disintegra�on of good order and discipline has 
corrupted the ranks with the bizarre WOKE 
diversity mandates. Afghanistan withdrawal was a 
disastrous revela�on of Failed Leadership star�ng 
with Biden and complimented by SECDEF, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, the Service Chiefs and 
the CENTCOM CC. Not a single senior officer 
offered their resigna�on as a protest for this 
amateurish, inept and pathe�c opera�on, leaving 
one of the worst Terrorist groups in the world 
armed with hundreds of millions of dollars worth of 
American Military Equipment. Not to men�on the 
obscene deaths of countless Afghani allies who 
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were loyal to American troops. Made the duplicity 
of Benghazi by Hillary Clinton and Obama look like 
a venial sin. Weakness enables aggression and 
Biden has severely weakened our Economic and 
Military strength. Compound this with the millions 
of illegals flooding our country that have to be 
harboring terrorist enemies and we will all pay a 
grim price for Biden and his appointees failures. 
The landscape of a viable military to protect and 
defend us is being compromised through abjectly 
poor and incompetent leadership. And the reality 
of the sickness is painfully evident in Americans no 
longer wan�ng to serve in our Military.” 

“I spoke with three young adults yesterday evening 
that had gone through Civil Air Patrol. All of them 
are high achievers with good grades and volunteer 
work. All three had goals to serve in the USAF when 
they joined CAP. Now, one wants to just be an 
airline pilot, one a teacher and another a 911 
dispatcher. Great trades of course. I asked why all 
had changed their minds, and it all came down to 
the woke push in the military. I warned the future 
airline guy that it will be heavily pushed there. I 
hope the two ladies will enjoy their choices.“ 

“This USMC veteran would highly advise someone 
to NOT enlist and become a pawn for weak leaders’ 
poli�cal games. Never forget the Afghanistan 
debacle and Biden checking his watch as the 
caskets roll off the plane.” 

“The biggest recruitment base for the military 
comes from those who don't play the woke game. 
Since the government leadership doesn't 
understand this, they forced the military to go 
woke and now we are seeing the results.” 

“My San Diego high school, as well as a few others, 
had an ac�ve ROTC and a indoor gun range. Not 
anymore. Now they sponsor drag shows, force 
students and staff to use "correct pronouns" and 

allow misbehavior to run the classroom. Try 
recrui�ng from that!” 

“Freely admit, a�er spending 28 years in 
uniform....I don't recommend this career choice 
like I used to.” 

“It’s a sad day when are civilian and military 
leadership are responsible for the decline in our 
military. The military I joined and honorably served 
for over 26 years doesn’t exist anymore which I 
never thought I would see. I’m actually 
embarrassed with what our leadership has turned 
what was the greatest military in the world into 
what it is today.” 

“I spent six years in the Marines, 1985-1991. The 
best decision I ever made. I absolutely loved the 
military. I have two boys now, one 23 and one 21. I 
would ABSOLUTELY discourage them both to serve 
if they wanted to. Our current administra�on, our 
military leaders and half this na�on being socialists, 
FORGET THAT! I love my country with all my heart, 
but NOW, I wouldn’t let my boys sacrifice their 
safety for this third world country we now live in.” 

“My grandsons are 17 and 18. Time to think about 
future. I am an Army vet and will not encourage 
either to enlist un�l there is competent and loyal 
leadership in our military. This new "WOKE" 
military is a danger to our freedom. I pray for all 
our service members, danger!” 

“I was in the navy in the mid-six�es. I was proud to 
have served…but not now.” 

“There are several complex factors in play. Those of 
us who served decades, deploying for 12 months at 
a �me, just to see our government admit their 
faults and run away, are not promo�ng military 
service like our fathers and grandfathers did. That 
in addi�on to new genera�ons of lazy, self-serving 
liberal kids who are more concerned about 
pronouns and being climate ac�vists, rather than 
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serving their country, while being fed constant 
narra�ves of an�-American hate by their false-
virtue-signaling liberal teachers, and are thus not 
mo�vated to do anything, much less serve in the 
military. All of that on top of a general lack of grit 
and work ethic, results in the Democrat backed 
erosion of American values in general, one of which 
is serving your country in the military.” 

“I did eight years ac�ve duty. Told my sons and 
daughters don't even think about it.” 

“As a separated captain who volunteered as 
enlisted out of high school I would never consider 
today's weak and woke military. Soldiers need to 
train, not be indoctrinated with extreme liberalism. 
I would not chose that path in this era. As they are 
finding, I'm far from alone.” 

“When I served, we had a mission against our cold 
war foe and later, world terrorism. Now, why would 
any young kid join when they see poor leadership 
that is pushing "wokeism" and dropping stadands. I 
never thought that so I would see so many 
snowflakes, overweight, woke-warriors in my 
life�me serving. There is no way I would survive in 
today's military. I would be accused of being too 
mean, hur�ng feelings, and being too toxic. So glad 
I re�red!” 

“Who wants to join a rigged system? A military that 
shoves woke nonsense down your throat. I am a 
re�red Army veteran that served 3 tours in 
Afghanistan and 1 in Iraq and I can tell you that the 
Biden administra�on is absolutely gu�ng and 
ruining our military. Many are re�ring early or want 
out asap.” 

“When I joined the US Navy in 1967 it was the 
greatest Navy in the world. We had everything, and 
wanted for nothing. Housing, Food, Equipment. We 
worked hard, fought hard, and played hard. We had 
Chief Pety Officers, Division Officers, and 

Commanding Officers you could respect. There was 
NO POLITICS, or PC RUBBISH! You knew exactly 
who you were, what your job was, and you were 
rewarded for real achievements. Most of all we all 
had a great sense of humor that kept our spirits up 
with each other. Today these poor kids are serving 
under poli�cal Officers and Chiefs who are only 
looking a�er one thing, themselves. They are 
scared to lead as you look at someone wrong, or 
say the litlest thing wrong and they are up for the 
high jump. I read the Navy Times and the amount 
of Commanding Officers, and Senior Enlisted 
Leaders being relieved of their posi�ons today is 
alarming, and for unspecified reasons? Nobody 
wants to join that. There is no future in the military 
due to these poli�cal guter snipes ready to 
kneecap you for the smallest off color joke, or 
because you asked out a Wave for a date. I even 
saw a picture of a Sailor that does Drag Queen 
Shows every week on an Aircra� Carrier. That's not 
my Navy.” 

“Having served faithfully for 31yrs, I cannot in good 
conscience recommend military service to anyone 
asking if I would recommend it.” 

“I did 25 years total in the Marines and later the 
Army. I would tell anyone to not serve now because 
the military is a failed democrat social experiment.” 

“I re�red from USAF a�er 24 years. I don’t blame 
anyone for not joining now. I wouldn’t have joined 
either if “woke” would’ve been a thing back when I 
agreed to devote the best years of my life to 
serving my country. USAF 2E191, re�red 2001.” 

“I'm re�red military. My daughter had plans to join 
a�er gradua�ng with an RN degree. She told me 
that isn't part of her plans now. She understands 
full well, when I served, the Army could tell men 
from women. That's not the case anymore.” 
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“My family has served since before the revolu�on, 
doing so helped form this na�on, ins�lled military 
heritage, honor and gave many opportuni�es for 
my family for genera�ons…but I would never give 
my blessing for my children to serve under this 
administra�on, I know I’m not alone…..” 

“The vast majority of enlisted people come from 
sparsely populated areas that don't have the same 
woke ideology that is being pushed. I have been 
told by many high school kids that they wanted to 
join the military but they are not going to be forced 
into things they don't believe.” 

“My parents served as did I, my brother, and a slew 
of nieces and nephews. I raised my son with the 
skills to serve. When Biden won, my son and his 
best friend were the age to join and fit enough to 
do it but there was no way they were going into 
that woke mess.” 

“When did this downfall start? I work for DoD and 
see the young military members walking around 
with beards, needing haircuts, overweight, it 
saddens me to know that's what we've become. 
I've been re�red from ac�ve duty for 19 years now, 
don't like where it's going.” 

“Being as how I am re�red military of long service, I 
get young folks asking for my opinion about career 
choices they are facing. They are going to get told 
to go to college by everyone else, so I try to steer 
them towards trade and technical schools for 
HVAC, plumbing, welding, nursing, electronics, 
networking, fiber-op�c, electrical lineman, 
commercial and/or residen�al electrician, 
carpentry, bricklaying......stuff like that. I no longer 
support advoca�ng for the military profession, 
neither for athletes nor academics among them. 
Not even for the young people who have a family 
history of military service. The military has lost 
their collec�ve freaking mind over the last couple 
of years, but it actually started in the Obama 

regime where they got rid of "don't ask, don't tell" 
and said transgendered people could serve and get 
their gender of choice surgeries paid for by the 
American taxpayer. Then I knew Pax Americana was 
over and we were in heading into a several decades 
slide into filth, irrelevance and military defeats. 
Nothing has disabused me of this no�on since the 
Obama years. No. It is accelera�ng under Joe. 
President Trump did the right thing and got rid of 
the harmful policies and many of the prancers, but 
many went underground and popped up again with 
Biden.” 

“My neighbors kid came over wanted me to be 
reference for his enlistment tried to talk him out of 
it, & I have two honorables.” 

My father, and his father before him, served 
honorably in the U.S. Army. When I turned 18 and 
military service was an op�on, my father warned 
me against it. I think he was paying aten�on and 
knew the military was going straight downhill. 
Were he alive today, he'd be horrified at the woke 
generals and all the nonsense under the current 
administra�on. He'd be especially distressed at 
how we never fight wars to actually win anymore. 
Dad's military service actually meant something 
tangible (figh�ng Hitler and totalitarianism); 
today's military service is just at the beck and call 
of diversity/equity/inclusion, the last things a 
military should be about.” 

“As someone who is currently on recrui�ng duty for 
a branch of the Armed Forces, I agree with the 
author. The sales pitch is increasingly based on 
tangible benefits. But even the money, bonuses, 
etc are not enough to en�ce a lot of young people.     
The historical “bread and buter” of recruits 
(young, conserva�ve, patrio�c) has dried up 
because they increasingly see the military as a 
poli�cized ins�tu�on that falls to the whims of the 
current party in power. The military is used as a 
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poli�cal pawn, a place to ins�tute policies and hold 
it up as an example to the rest of the na�on that 
your poli�cs work.  These people aren’t idiots, and 
they see the shameful things we did to those who 
refused the COVID vaccine. We were extremely 
aggressive and sought Other Than Honorable 
discharges in the beginning and gave them RE-4 
enlistment codes (not eligible for reenlistment). We 
so�ened up a litle bit later, but the damage had 
already been done. And when poli�cians finally 
forced the reversal of this policy, and allowed those 
forcibly separated to come back in, they didn’t 
offer anything other than the removal of nega�ve 
paperwork. No back pay a�er being forcibly 
removed from your livelihood over something that 
we are now admi�ng never made sense in the first 
place. These people have families to feed and we 
showed a complete disregard for them.  We offered 
“religious exemp�ons” to those who did not want 
the vaccine on moral grounds, but the responses 
were rubber stamped “No” without any real 
considera�on. It required a General Officer’s 
approval or disapproval, and in all of my 
experience, I’ve never seen a General Officer sign 
anything in less than 48 hours. But very 
automa�cally and swi�ly the responses came back 
without any real considera�on. Everyone knew it 
was just a convenient way to give the appearance 
of fairness, even though they had already 
concluded in their mind was the conclusion was 
going to be. People see the lack of interest in 
having an honest debate about current or 
prospec�ve service members with gender 
dysphoria and whether a condi�on that is highly 
correla�ve with other mental health condi�ons like 
anxiety, suicidality, and depression is truly suitable 
for military service in a war zone. It requires 
constant and rou�ne medica�on in order to 
maintain. We take a hard stance on all other 
mental health condi�ons and any recent 
medica�on use for ADHD, depression, anxiety is 

immediately disqualifying. I sincerely want people 
with gender dysphoria to get beter, but a lot of 
people can’t square a condi�on like that with 
military service and our leaders show zero interest 
in having that conversa�on without the 
Democrat/Republican hyperbole. I also remember 
the SECDEF mandated “extremist training” that 
so�ly accused service members of being extremists 
and white supremacists a�er January 6th. The 
implica�on was that an extremist could be among 
us, lurking around any corner, and we had to report 
suspicious behavior.  I find myself o�en wondering 
if the military is s�ll the place for me in today’s 
climate. I’ve dedicated the last 10 years of my life 
to it, but the military I joined is no longer the same. 
I just want to defend my country if called upon, but 
I’m not interested in being someone’s poli�cal prop 
or pawn in the culture war.” 

“When I was in the service during the Vietnam War, 
it was regularly emphasized that we all were one 
color; green; and that we all bled red. The meaning 
of E Pluribus Unum, From Many One; was also 
explained to us. Sadly, those days appear to be 
gone forever.” 

“The Long March took longer in our military, 
because few young Le�ists were willing to subject 
themselves to military discipline and an 
atmosphere of patrio�sm for the sake of the cause. 
But it is now clear that enough of them were able 
to s�ck it out and reach posi�ons of power. Now 
that young conserva�ves have realized that the 
military--like every other ins�tu�on in our society--
has been taken over by the Le�, they no longer 
want to join.” 

“I joined this in 2004 and a�er deploying got out in 
2008. I was proud of my service and my country if 
not a litle disillusioned with the mo�ves. I would 
never join now. I don’t stand for what the 
government has become. I feel less patrio�c than I 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 54 
 

 
STARRS.US 

ever have. I blame that largely on what you 
described and I’m not en�rely convinced of the 
authors poin�ng to the new genera�on. This is 
rampant in all genera�ons. All my friends who I 
served with would take no pride in their children 
serving todays military.” 

“Even the short �me I’ve been in (2015-2019 ac�ve 
and currently in the reserves), I’ve no�ced prety 
big cultural changes; none for the beter. The 
military’s reac�on to Covid, the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, and the vaccine mandate killed 
morale. If our military ever does recover from the 
damage it did to itself, it’ll take years.” 

“A buddy of mine and I from the Marines both 
agreed that if we were both 18 again, we wouldn’t 
want to join the military. Sad, man.” 

“I have a very bright and accomplished son who is 
considering the academies ---and I have to admit 
very mixed feelings about it that I would not have 
had 10 years ago. I am s�ll immensely grateful for 
what this country has meant to my Italian 
immigrant/ peasant family. I am in awe of where 
my parents started in life and where I and my 
siblings are today. Only in America. So when I look 
backwards it is easy to be patrio�c. It’s the present 
and future that drain it. I fear my son becoming a 
cog in a perpetual war machine. I resent his future 
par�cipa�on in a “Batle of Taiwan” over 
microchips, and the dependence on them that the 
greed of our elites enabled. I also see a country 
that , more and more, sees its own ci�zens as its 
biggest threat, and i want my son to have nothing 
to do with defending that version of the US, which 
feels the need to censor and repress its own 
people. In the end I will support him but he will 
hear from me on everything I see.” 

“I was born at the Air Force Academy and my father 
had no employer in his long life other than the 
USAF. Every uncle, one sister, brother-in-laws... all 

career military. My children consider themselves 
patrio�c, but I would not encourage them to enlist 
in today's military - and I feel like a here�c even 
wri�ng this. But the lax standards and the 
adherence to individual iden�ty make it an unsafe 
environment in the true, physical sense - you 
cannot venture into unstable situa�ons when no 
one has your six.” 

“A rela�ve of mine was in the USAF, a “best of the 
best” the penul�mate stereotype jet fighter jock. 
The kind that trained the others. I’d like to say that 
stupid Covid vax mandates or pointless wars broke 
him, but it wasn’t. It was the lack of faith in our 
electoral system, this current feckless and irra�onal 
POTUS, and simply a loss of faith in the mission and 
the popula�on he devoted his life to protect. 

”I think the biggest difference in my Navy and 
today's Navy is the lack of mentoring. During my 
�me we didn't hesitate to take a young sailor aside 
and work with him to take care of military issues 
and even personal problems. We as NCOs truly 
cared for our young men & women. I was recently 
told by a young Navy Pety Officer home on leave 
that no way would you mentor (provide guidance) 
to a young sailor in today's Navy. It could be the 
end of your career if you said the wrong thing or 
provided unacceptable guidance. Basically today's 
NCOs are afraid to speak up or provide counseling. 
You no longer have the career enlisted role models 
that existed during the "Cold War" & Vietnam eras. 
So much that could be said to help a young sailor is 
no longer acceptable. The ini�a�on from E6 to 
Chief Pety Officer (a right of passage) has been 
eliminated by the higher ups. The ini�a�on for 
crossing the equator has been prac�cally 
eliminated. If you yell at a young recruit or say 
anything considered unacceptable you could find 
yourself facing non judicial punishment. In today's 
Navy you beter think carefully before you offer 
advice. Protec�ng your career comes first.” 
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“My son le� the Marines right before they 
mandated the clot-shot. He could tell it was about 
to happen and it was �me for him to re-enlist. He 
had passed the tests to be part of the Recon and he 
was extremely dedicated. The wokeness was also a 
factor in his decision.” 

“Re�red AF here…todays AF is a woke mess. Saw a 
guy on LinkedIn, ac�ve duty WHITE MSgt saying 
having to shave is racist. He is a member of the 
Thunderbirds and just an example of the woke shit 
that it is.” 

“There is no way I would let my grandkids serve in 
the military today. I’m a 100%service connected 
disabled Vietnam Veteran and these idiots have 
ruined our once great figh�ng force.” 

“I proudly served in the U.S.A.F. and I will 
empha�cally state that I would NEVER serve in the 
present day Armed Forces nor would I support my 
kids doing so. It's become a woke joke led by 
feckless globalists and limp wristed progressives 
that would sooner toss our sons and daughters 
onto a sacrificial altar for their masters than to 
EVER truly serve this na�on and defend its 
Cons�tu�on. It's an embarrassment that dishonors 
all the men and woman that served with integrity.” 

“I’m an Air Force veteran (Na�onal Guard), totally 
offended and don’t know how to express myself, if I 
should s�ll claim I served my �me with the Air 
Force without feeling embarrassed or humiliated. 
So degrading for what I was so proud of.“ 

“I’m a service academy grad. My husband is ROTC. 
We have young children and he recently men�oned 
them going to a service academy. He was shocked 
at my HELL NO. He didn’t realize how woke they’ve 
gone. It’s tragic.” 

“As a former career military officer, my children 
would NOT serve under ANYONE in the current 
"leadership" military or civilian. Jennifer Granholm 

recently said that all military vehicles should be 
electric and not ONE flag officer had the courage to 
speak out against this idiocy.” 

“I le� the military shortly a�er one of their 
diversity trainings where I discovered that my boss 
by virtue of his skin color couldn't be racist because 
he was at such a disadvantage in the world. Dude 
went to Ivy League.” 

“As a Disabled American Veteran who served 20 
years in the USAF I am EMBARRASSED what our 
Military has become...WOKE & WEAK!” 

“I'm one {recent re�rees are telling their kids not to 
sign up, and the primary one I hear is "Woke BS"]. 
Former successful recruiter saying just say NO.” 

“I re�red from the USAF in 2005 a�er 24 years of 
service and could not see going into any branch of 
service today due to the woke BS I hear from 
current members... Very sad.” 

“People join the military because it's a great deal, 
and it's COOL! They don't join because they want 
to defend a na�on!” RESPONSE: “I know a LOT of 
vets that joined specifically to defend the country.” 
…. “Please shove it, with the no�on that the 
patriots mo�ve to defend the country Is somehow 
tainted or not genuine because the powers that be 
have u�lized the military in a manner we find 
incorrect. Yes the soldiers that fought in Iraq, 
Vietnam and elsewhere operated to protect the 
country. Just because you find the consequences 
aren’t as dire or threatening of destruc�on as 
maybe ww2 presented. Doesn’t make their efforts 
any less worthy of respect.” 

“My son served in 1st Iraq war three tours and then 
again during enduring freedom...and he like many 
others...say no way they would join now. WE have 
a serious problems and we are going to be in 
serious trouble if we have to defend our country.” 
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“The military prac�cally begged my youngest 
grandson to join and with the neglect to our brave 
heroes overseas and all the WOKE bs info from 
friends now, he said NO way. Trust is gone.” 

“I've met an astounding number of people, 
including re�red high ranking officers, who say they 
will not let their children and grandchildren join the 
military with the current Commander in Chief and 
with the current focus on DEI instead of focus on 
the mission.” 

“Recrui�ng numbers suck not just because of the 
poli�za�on of the military but because it's now 
taught in schools to hate the United States and the 
military. A lot of my genera�on didn't wait for a 
recruiter to walk up to us to try and sell us on 
joining. We loved our country then as much as we 
do now to walk our own buts into that Recrui�ng 
sta�on and sign up. We did it because we were 
proud of our country and the freedom it gave us 
all. If you're taught to hate American values, then 
there will be no one le� to preserve such values.” 

“Gen Brown, as a recently re�red AF officer, you 
are absolutely part of the problem. No�ce the 
slight of hand in his words: “The majority of our 
training is on readiness”. Ok the truth is they view 
DEI as a mainstay of readiness, and they say it all 
the �me. It’s just pure baloney. Second, he says 
we’re focused on unity. We’ll I’m here to tell you 
the ANY DEI training is inherently divisive because 
it is telling all of us servicemen and women that we 
are inherently racist…which we are not! And we 
know it! We have no trust in our military and 
civilian leaders anymore to keep poli�cs out of our 
military. Instead, they call it part of “readiness”. The 
wise see this from a mile away. They are fooling 
themselves. They’re destroying the military from 
within and from without.” 

“So glad I re�red from the USAF before these hacks 
made it to command level. Prior to the 90s, the AF 

promoted folks based on abili�es. We did not give 
a damn about their feelings, gender or race. It was 
all about could the person do the job as required.” 

“My dad re�red from the Air Force, and I served 
also. When it came to my son, I wanted him to 
serve also. Thank god he did not listen to me. DIE is 
destroying our country.” 

“I re�red from the Corps in 2020 right when all of 
this crap started and there is no way I would be 
able to take it seriously now. The military is the 
most diverse and equitable populace out there, 
because everything is based upon merit. Not your 
skin color, where you come from, gender you are, 
it's what you can do. That how the military is based 
and when you change that dynamic you ruin 
everything that has been built since 1775.” 

“As an Air Force veteran, I advise everyone not to 
join the military due to what it has become now.” 

“I served six years in the Navy, and was proud to 
have done so. I would never recommend that 
anyone join any of the service branches today. 
Woke insanity has ruined the once great armed 
forces of this na�on. Yes, military recruitment is 
down. Way down. This all started with “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell,” and it’s goten much worse now that 
the Obama and Biden administra�ons have done 
their best to purge our Armed Forces of those who 
hold fast to actual values. Our top military leaders 
either lack the moral courage to stand up against 
this demoralizing bunk, or they are part of the 
problem and are actually suppor�ng it. Do we want 
a military devoid of all moral standards!" 

"Soooooo glad to be re�red. There is no way I 
would ever serve for this government today." 

“There is no way I could serve today. This was not 
the Navy I joined. I know a lot of people make fun 
of the Navy, but this was not acceptable at any 
level in my day.” 
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“Former sailor here. No this is why people aren't 
joining.” (story on Navy using drag queen to help 
with recruitment) 

“This kind of woke bullsht is what is driving good 
people away from joining. It’s why a lot are 
re�ring.” 

"I’m a vet and can honestly say I’d never want Any 
of my kids serving our country in todays woke 
military. Period." 

"My Navy Veteran daughter is disgusted and 
ashamed that she served in this military branch." 

“I served in the Marine Corp., my dad served in the 
Navy, My grandfather served in the Corp. too. 
Numerous Uncles and Cousins served in the Air 
Force, Army as well. Great Grandfather's served in 
the Corp. or Army. It's been something that almost 
every man in our family has done for ages either 
before or a�er college. My son is just about done 
with High School and is thinking military. I had been 
thinking about which branch he would want to go 
in. I may talk him out of it from what I've seen over 
the past few years. How could Drag Queens and 
WOKE policies help a figh�ng military force?” 

“I am a young man but no way I would go in the 
Military I don't want to be ordered to dress like a 
girl, I am a MAN. I don't want to serve with 
mentally unstable or people with mental illness as 
the doctors say it is and people with mental illness 
should not be allowed to carry or purchase guns.” 

“My husband re�red recently from the military. We 
have two children of age to enlist. We have advised 
them not to even consider the military as an 
op�on. They are going into trade schools.” 

“When our school aged children are indoctrinated 
into believing America is a racist, evil country why 
would they want to join the military? The 
recruitment problem is with the department of 

educa�on. Teach kids the real history of 
communism and socialism. Teach them about the 
atroci�es of WW II. Teaching them to be woke is 
what will destroy our na�on. Teach them why they 
should be proud to be an American.” 

“I'm a grandfather, have asked my grandsons to 
stand down and not par�cipate with Biden's 
military. They are the wrong race, wrong poli�cal 
affilia�on, not "woke". Not part of the nonbinary 
gender-confused nonsense. Let the democrats 
deploy and fight any war coming, just for them to 
stand guard on our borders if an invasion is 
atempted.” 

“If that’s not using the Uniform for poli�cal 
purposes, I don’t know what is… Served 23 years, 
four of my direct household are signed up to serve, 
serving, and served! Considering asking my son to 
cancel his contract! Never thought I would say 
that……. This is a slap in the face! Another act that 
con�nues to degrade the U.S.” 

“My dad is Navy, my brother is currently in. I have 
two boys. At this moment, I wouldn't let them sign 
up in any service. I will house them myself for the 
next 20 yrs before this. That's heartbreaking to 
me.” 

“As a one-�me submariner, absolutely no. If this is 
what it takes to get men to enlist, those are men 
we don't need.” 

“I spent four years in the infantry in the Marines. I 
spent eight months in the desert during the first 
Gulf War; I served with 1st Batalion Fi�h Marine 
Regiment (1/5). This is shameful and I'm glad that I 
am out right now!!” 

“Re�red Navy. Twenty years on submarines. Three 
boys. Two of whom could serve. Ac�vely 
discouraged both from joining. The job of the 
military is to fight and win wars. All of the social 
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experimenta�on is going to get people killed when 
we have to fight.” 

“I served 26 years in the Army. You couldn’t pay me 
enough to join any military service today. Truly 
sad.” 

“I was in the Navy. This kind of crap is just 
unbelievable to me. No conserva�ve or moderate 
should join any branch of the military now. And if 
they start a war with China and try to dra� you, 
resist, flee, do what you need to do to stay 
alive. Don’t fight for this country - this country 
doesn’t represent you anymore. Let the LGBT 
crowd handle it. I’m serious, there’s no flippin way 
I’d join the military unless and un�l they reverse 
their woke ideology.” 

“23 years, re�red and I would never do it again. My 
son is 12 and apologizes to me for not wan�ng to 
ever be in the military. I tell him not to worry and I 
don't want him serving. The American People are 
by and large not worth it any longer. Maybe we 
truly need to get invaded to wake up the largely 
clueless masses.” 

“Proudly served in the Navy for 6 years in the late 
70s early 80s. Consider it the best decision I ever 
made. Turned that enlistment into a 35 year career 
in the civilian nuclear industry. Wouldn't do it 
today. A military where senior leadership takes no 
responsibility and people are more interested on 
what wrung of the oppression ladder they stand 
on.” 

“Our family has a long history of military service. 
My oldest children served; but our family now 
shares a dras�cally different mindset about military 
service. We may con�nue to serve through 
contract employment as civilians; but there'll be no 
more military members for genera�ons. We, 
collec�vely, consider our military today to be 
dysfunc�onal, unreliable, untrustworthy and 

misguided, due to poli�cs and weak military 
leadership. Perhaps that leadership wishes to 
deflect from their failures by promo�ng divisive 
agendas.?” 

“I come from a family with a long line of military 
service, going back to the Revolu�on. Serving in the 
USMC was a great honor, and fantas�c experience. 
When my children came of age over the last 
decade, I strongly counseled them against joining. 
It is no longer serving your country and fellow 
ci�zens, it is now being used as a pawn in a social 
experiment.“ 

“As a USNA grad and former submarine officer, I do 
not want to see my children, or extended family 
members, joining the armed forces under this type 
of leadership.” 

“I'm an early seven�es army veteran and my son 
did 9 years in the Navy. We are both ashamed of 
our military leaders.” 

"I am a 25 year Veteran of the Navy. This saddens 
me greatly.  I never cared what my Sailors did in 
their private life as long as it did not affect the 
mission or others. But, now they are pu�ng this 
type of lifestyle (drag queen) as the face of the new 
Navy. I am at a loss for words and ashamed of 
those in command who approve this new woke 
policy." 

"In my 32 years of military service and currently 
re�red Army officer, I've have never been so 
embarrassed by the Navy suppor�ng Drag Queer 
recrui�ng.  It's not going to bring trans people in 
because those kind of people only think about 
themselves and not how they can serve to protect 
the United Stated of America." 

“I'm a 30+ year combat avia�on veteran of this 
era...I just re�red in 2018 and I le� then because 
this stuff was just star�ng to happen...the 
leadership has failed and kicked people like me to 
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the curb.... and con�nued the digression, to what 
you're seeing now...I served my country...today, 
service is "self"...I never thought I would see this...” 

“My father was a part of the "Greatest Genera�on" 
serving in WWII as a 17yr. old Higgins boat driver 
taking Marines to fight on Japanese held islands. 
Then he went to Korea and finished w/ 2 tours to 
Vietnam. I served 22yrs. in the Air Force w/ 3 tours 
to the Middle East. My youngest daughter spent 
4yrs. in the Virginia Tech Cadet Corp and once on 
ac�ve duty (2011) she experienced the complete 
joke the Armed Forces have become. She intended 
to make a career out of the AF but instead, served 
her 4yrs. and got the hell out.” 

“I personally have a very strong, masculine, level-
headed, good son who had seen a recruiter, 
completed all his requirements, and last week 
came to me and told me that he just can't 
"stomach being with a bunch of weirdos" so he 
changed his mind. Their loss!” 

"My son and daughter will not sign up for the navy 
or any military branch because of this. It used to be 
the parents join military, and then the parents 
encourage the children to join. NOT ANYMORE!" 

"I'm a 7 year Navy vet ( 86-91, 01-03 ), I have 
spoken to many former shipmates and even NROTC 
kids who tell me that they hate the way that the 
military is going woke. Is it any wonder why 
recruitment is down, and now this crap?! THIS crap 
is one of the reasons why the Navy is hur�ng for 
new recruits. And they are only making it worse!" 

“I got out in 2017 of the marine corps because 
poli�cs were swallowing us alive and were out of 
control. You couldn’t yell at anyone, you couldn’t 
punish anyone, you couldn’t do what marines do 
and even joke around anymore. I had guys in my 
unit that were scared and against guns!!! Why the 
ffff would you join the Marine corps while being 

scared of guns…The crazy part, everyone was 
forced to oblige and give him a pass exemp�on for 
rifle quals…It was becoming So administra�vely 
poli�cal, everyone’s feelings were top priority…It 
was always feelings above mission and training. 
Everyone became so pathe�c, so� and weak in 
ever seemed to be such a short �me frame. All I 
can say as sad I was to get out, easily the best 
decision I ever made looking back…and I was in for 
8 years.” 

“I re�red from the Air Force a�er 20 years as a 
MSgt because of a lot of this crap.” 

“I’m an army vet and have genera�ons of family 
that were in the military (father, grad father, great 
grandfather). I will not allow my son to go near the 
military now. I can only imagine the terrible 
leadership running rampant in the upper echelon, 
making dumb decisions.” 

“As a former Naval Officer this (Navy drag queen) 
was the most offensive portrayal of are dedicated 
military men, women and their families I have ever 
seen. Someday the people responsible for this will 
have to face the facts they disgraced our military, 
undermined our tradi�ons and weakened our 
na�on. I have two teenage children that would love 
to one day serve this na�on in the military. I really 
cannot support that under the current leadership. I 
am sure most veterans with children are thinking 
the same thing. This is an inten�onal aggressive act 
to weaken our na�on! I am more than disgusted!” 

“My son was one of the 5,000 soldiers at Kabul 
airport and like him most are NOT re-enlis�ng. I am 
thankful he gets out of the military this Summer.” 

“I am so glad that I no longer wear the uniform that 
I am so proud of. I used to think that American 
culture could go to hell, but the military will 
ALWAYS cul�vate a culture of Commitment, Duty, 
Pride, Patrio�sm, Accountability, and Espirit de 
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Corps. Unfortunately, even the military has now 
fallen vic�m to the Liberal agenda that is 
destroying our country. I could not, in good 
conscience, go along with the Divisiveness and 
Insanity that has started to infect the U.S. military.” 

“I renovated a Navy facility in Arlington, VA 15 
years ago. They had an en�re office suite dedicated 
to social engineering for LGBTQIA+ causes. I was 
shocked at the �me, that scores of uniformed 
angry lesbians and effeminate litle boys actually 
had such taxpayer-funded military careers keeping 
American safe. I expect their "mission" probably 
dominates that en�re building by now.” 

“As a veteran, I would say right now is NOT the �me 
to become a protector of our country. I would wait 
un�l this insanity inside the ranks is "ejected" from 
the serving force. Many of the ac�ve military are 
seeing this influx of "woke" ideology and are first 
dismayed and leaving the armed forces. This 
ideology is destroying moral and overall 
competency of Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Airmen, 
completely. We as warriors have one mission...to 
protect our cons�tu�on, our country, our families, 
and fight to protect the freedoms that we all 
cherish. It is only to "iden�fy" as a protector of our 
country, that we are "separated" only by 3 meters 
on the batlefield, we have only one vision, serve 
and defend our country �ll our last breath.” 

“All males in my family served as far back as we can 
trace, my son as well as 3 other nephews made the 
decision to break that tradi�on with my full 
support.” 

“Entered in 86. Re�red in 2006. I saw the wri�ng on 
the wall then. We used to train warriors. We 
trained hard and played even harder. We read 
books on warfigh�ng, tac�cs, and history. We 
didn't worry about "white rage" because we were 
brothers and handled business in house.” 

“I live in a town that is almost 25% veterans, myself 
included. I rarely run into or hear about any 
veterans recommending the military (even at the 
VFW) and there are tons of dependent and 
veterans’ kids here. Pick a reason, they are all 
correct. All of them.” 

“Between myself, my father, and his father, we 
completed 45+ years in the military. We enlisted, 
and we did so because we believed America, 
though not perfect, was deserving of our sacrifice. 
This once popular belief is fading, our shared 
beliefs are unraveling, and it is sad.” 

“I was a "virgin recruit" in that I didn't come from a 
line of career military family. The military is 
definitely woke enough and if anything operates 
like a corpora�on than a military. Between all the 
DEI and dodging woman who would be glad to ruin 
your life with harassment charges, it might as well 
be a regular 9-5. Even if it weren't any of those 
things, who would support the never ending wars 
that result in mass civilian casualty and the global 
police force that we've become with no 
compensa�on?”8 

“I can tell you as a military man that the biggest 
driver really comes down to a dying sense of 
na�onalism amongst the people that were most 
likely to serve, they were usually white. If 
patrio�sm was s�ll something common amongst 
this crowd you’d have plenty of recruits.” 

“I’m hun�ng buddies with two army recruiters, 
they tell a slightly different story. The pipeline of 
vets sending their kids into the meat grinder 
snapped. The real problem started a�er 
Afghanistan. Midwest parents aren't sending their 
boys to do that shit anymore.” 

“We believe what we see. All my younger brothers 
planned to join and carry on the family legacy, but 
now they're not. I'm only in because I joined before 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 61 
 

 
STARRS.US 

things went really downhill. Bunch of my childhood 
friends (conserva�ves) who served le� during 
Covid. It's real.” 

“Vaccine is �p of iceberg. Forced masking would 
have been equally big issue for me if I was s�ll in. 
Add in a litle botched Afghan withdrawal and 
Ukraine porn, plus pronouns and forced lectures on 
privilege and oppressed groups, and you no 
amount of enlistment bonus is enough.” 

“As someone who has served in the military for 
over 30+ years, The high brass may be 
compromised with this woke ideology, but those 
under the high brass (for the most part), hate what 
is going on in the military currently.” 

“I’ve been in/ around military for 35 years. It’s 
worse than you think. Gen. Milley the best/ worst 
example, but his predecessor Adm. Mullen virtually 
encouraged homosexual disobedience in the DADT 
days. And “stalwart “ Gen Dunford just joined 
amicus brief in FAVOR of racial quotas. And 
“staunch” SECDEF Ma�s objected to Trump’s trans 
ban. DoD announced it will help troops get 
interstate abor�ons. The brainwashing “stand 
downs “ are endemic, “conversa�ons” go only one 
way. It IS woke central. And no one in Congress or 
GOP will challenge it.” 

“I am a Ranger-qualified former infantry captain 
recently sta�oned in Europe; I commissioned from 
West Point near the top of my class and only just 
le� the service, so I have *plenty* of firsthand 
experience with the new model woke military.  I 
would like to focus on his point that your wri�ng on 
the woke military is 'off-key'.  In a way, this is 
true.  The military isn't completely woke--not 
yet.  But it is ge�ng there rapidly.  And it is doing 
so because wokeness is a symptom of total, 
botomless ideological corrup�on on the part of 
America's military leadership.  These people don't 
care about winning wars.  They don't care about 

na�onal defense.  They don't care about the 
American people.  The only thing that maters to 
them are sinecures at Raytheon and Lockheed a�er 
re�rement.  Ideological corrup�on, not wokeness, 
will put paid to the American military when we 
next fight another war. But wokeness is the un-
missable sign that this will *surely* 
happen. Corrupt leadership has demoralized our 
troops. The Pentagon's insistent focus on wokeness 
and its fear of offending progressives has totally 
evaporated its ability to effec�vely advise and assist 
the Congress and the American people in military 
affairs.  We are in dire straits as a country.  Pray 
that we do not go to war soon.  When we do, the 
loss of life on the part of American soldiery will be 
immense.” 

“As a re�red USAF Colonel, fighter pilot of 28 years 
service, I would not serve in today’s modern WOKE 
Military / USAF if I was 22 again. When the BEST 
are not being promoted today as in the past, but by 
color (BLM) and the use of the GLBTQ agenda. All 
the CRT, DEI curriculum that is being taught is 
merely destroying the military. It is not my Great 
Country / Military that I served and defended in 
war and peace �mes. Botom line is: I would not 
have anything to do with today’s WOKE military. 
Then we ask why young men and women do not 
want to serve today. I think the answers are both 
simple and easy to see and understand as 
why….period.” 

“I am an army wife and my husband is deploying in 
2 days for his 5th �me. I would never send a child 
to a woke military.” 

“My husband served 40 years in the Army, my son 
Marines, myself Air Force. Today's military is not 
the same strong service we served in.” 

“The men who join the military have tradi�onal 
values. They believe masculinity is good not toxic. 
They don’t believe in the woke concepts that are 
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being forced down their throats. They are tough 
old school hard-nosed people ready to sacrifice and 
kill for our country. They don’t want lectured on 
pronouns. Consequently, they won’t join. And our 
military which has been the best in the world will 
decay. 

“It’s made the military a shell of its former self. I 
know since I served over 26 years ac�ve duty and 
16 years civil service. I wouldn’t join today’s 
military no mater what they paid me.” 

“The military used to have the primary 
responsibility to fight and win, but now it's a big 
social experiment in wokeness and gender 
confusion. I served 22 years but would not 
recommend serving under the current leadership.” 

“Re�red Army here, and yep, the military is woke. 
S�ll have friends in who are very high up the rank, 
and they tell me all the �me as well. Facts!” 

“As a veteran in the Army I am appalled at what is 
happening to our military. Cohesion is the key to a 
successful military. You must be able to count on 
the soldier next to you. Dividing by tribalism is 
destroying our cohesion. Nobody wants to join a 
rigged system. Having wokeness shoved down their 
throat is not something any ra�onal person wants. 
You join because you love your country and want to 
serve in a greater cause other than yourself.” 

“I would not recommend service to my children 
under these condi�ons… my son was USMC/Army 
and I am a 38 yr veteran.” 

“Being a veteran of 20 years of service, I’m 
appalled at how the military has goten away from 
protec�ng our country and fallen " woke" and 
being reduced to a weak unprepared military that's 
more concerned about poli�cal correctness than 
na�onal security!”” 

My father enlisted in the Navy the day a�er Pearl 
Harbor and served on a PT boat in the South Pacific 
during WWII. Today he's rolling over in his grave 
over what his Navy has morphed into. I served in 
Southeast Asia, including Vietnam, in the '60s and 
I'm equally disgusted over what's happened to our 
once most feared military in the history of 
mankind.” 

“I spent 23 years in the U.S. Navy. I am so 
ashamed!” [of Navy drag queen used as 
recruitment ambassador] 

“I served in the Navy and my son wanted to follow 
in my footsteps. Although I told him it was his 
choice, I strongly discouraged him from serving in 
this "woke" Navy that has placed pathe�c and 
weak puppets in leadership roles.” 

“One senior officer who has le� the military told 
me that within the ranks, there is a sense that 
poli�cians are using the forces to carry out poli�cal 
and cultural agendas. There is a sense that the 
armed forces are the playthings of poli�cians, and 
that policies can change with each passing 
administra�on. There is no stability there.” 

“Woke poli�cs and the marginalizing of men is 
what is happening. My son serves and while he's a 
lifer, he's disgusted by it. He's also disgusted by the 
bad actors that seem to be in the military that 
cause problems. He's drummed a couple out. The 
Military has one job. To defend this country and 
defeat our enemies. It shouldn't be a microcosm of 
the latest in poli�cal nonsense.” 

“I work on a military base in Colorado and I can tell 
you it as woke as it’s ever been. People walking 
around with their hands in their pockets, beards 
and dudes pretending to be chicks. We won't stand 
a chance if war broke out. It's disgus�ng!” 

“I am so deeply concerned about the loss of bright, 
mo�vated cadets from the service academies 
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because of the le�ist intolerant a�tude and 
brainwashing cadets are subjected to in their 
required readings, lectures, curricula, discussions 
and environment (such as, removal of monuments, 
names of buildings, etc. of past outstanding cadets 
and military leaders) because of the CRT, BLM craze 
in the military under SECDEF Aus�n. Women were 
not allowed at the academies when I was granted a 
direct commission in the WAAC in 1977. I served on 
ac�ve duty and ac�ve reserve duty for (30 yrs less 
11 days). I know that I would not have wanted to 
con�nue to serve my na�on had I been subjected 
to the indoctrina�on and mandatory acceptance of 
the race garbage these young adults are being 
force fed. I weep for the future of our military, the 
Officer Corps, and Sr NCO leadership unless this 
grotesque assault on our proud history and 
honored tradi�ons is stopped immediately and 
sanity restored in the academies' shaping of 
tomorrow's military leaders.” 

“I was a Security Policeman in the USAF from 1977 
to 1997. In 1996 a Four Star General warned me 
about the transi�on that the DOD was about to 
implement. To be quite honest I didn’t believe him. 
Sadly it happened.” 

“I was career military, my son wanted to do the 
same, but he’s no longer interested in a woke 
military at all, especially a�er the spectacle Biden 
put on at the White House. Disgus�ngly sad…” 

“As a 26 year Army veteran, I am absolutely 
appalled at the poli�caliza�on of our top military 
leaders. Disgus�ng. Oh, and they will discount 
"litle people" comments like mine. Soldiers, sailors 
Marines, and Airmen, could generally care less who 
is figh�ng beside them, but most abhor forced 
social agendas being crammed down their throats. 
And PLEASE don't make the analogy of integra�ng 
the forces. This is way (woke) different.” 

“No one wanted to join the military a�er Vietnam 
because of all the craziness and drugs, but it is 
worse today and woke is part of the equa�on that 
creates tribes within the military and the 
lawlessness that goes with it.” 

“I'm re�red military, as are my two sons, plus most 
of my friends. Not one of us would join today's 
military with openly sexual deviates accepted!” 

“I’ve got a kid In who’s an instructor. The kid just 
ignores the stupid stuff and does the job as 
intended. Sending graduates to the fleet. I can tell 
you most E5’s-E7/8’s ignore the stupid stuff 
because they’re concerned about staying alive and 
making sure shipmates know their jobs to keep 
them alive. A lot less poli�cs in the enlisted ranks.” 

“For a while a�er I re�red in 1991 I talked up the 
Navy as a good career for a young person. Had 
some success at it. But I haven't pushed it at all for 
about a dozen years and hate that I cannot muster 
the enthusiasm anymore.” 

“As a proud veteran of 14 years I absolutely 
understand why people no longer wish to join. The 
current mess in the armed forces is as all poli�cal 
making. Something that has no place in the 
military.” 

“According to my recently re�red brother who 
served 27 years, the military has been going woke 
for a long �me.” 

“One of the biggest factors for recruitment is family 
that has served; simply read the comments. I 
served myself and have family that has also served 
going back to the founding of this country. This 
tradi�on is coming to an end, as I will discourage 
my son from service, and none of my 
nieces/nephews will serve either. This is an issue 
that is easy to fix, but based on the Biden 
administra�on, they will double down on bad 
decisions. How sad!” 
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“They don't get it. Normal young men do not want 
to be associated with an organiza�on that caters to 
sexually deviant individuals.” 

“The horror to this "woke" culture affec�ng the 
military is that the military is/was a great place for 
young adults to learn and understand what 
responsibility really is. The military is truly a mixed 
salad of people from various demographics of our 
country. And once you are adjusted to being 
responsible you build camaraderie amongst your 
peers. Lifelong bonds, but when you force 
confusing ideology amongst service members they 
inveterately are going to ques�on everything they 
have learned. It just doesn't need to be forced 
upon service members.” 

“Perhaps they don't want to be subject to the 
leadership they witnessed in the botched 
Afghanistan withdrawal.” 

“USMC 84 to 92, don't ask don't tell. My daughter 
is now in the Corps, one of her instructors is a gay 
man married to a man. NOT WOKE HUH? THIS IS 
HURTING OUR MILITARY!!” 

“People will only fight for someone they believe in 
or something they believe in. Biden and today's 
America is not worth the fight.” 

“AFGHANISTAN AFGHANISTAN AFGHANISTAN 
AFGHANISTAN AFGHANISTAN AFGHANISTAN” 

“Maybe if the leadership stopped calling straight 
white males that are serving domes�c terrorists, 
that would be a good start.” 

“As a veteran, I have to say, that it deeply concerns 
me that China prepares for war, while America 
prepares for "woke". We have taken our eye off the 
ball! This woke garbage starts at the top and is 
pushed down through the chain of command! 
While I find it disgraceful to our men and women in 
uniform, more importantly I find it very concerning 

that the enemy now knows just how vulnerable we 
are as a country with our failed 
leadership/policies!” 

“My immediate family have a combined service of 
90 years. I would not encourage anyone to join and 
be abandoned to die like Joe Biden did in 
Afghanistan or Hillary Clinton did in Benghazi.” 

“Well, no kidding recrui�ng waaaaay is down. If 
you're a straight, White, patrio�cally-minded your 
person the military is saying that it doesn't want 
you. US Army 1989-2012” 

“I served in the AF from 1976 - 2004. Up un�l 
recent years, I’d recommended military service to 
young people as a great merit-based opportunity to 
serve the country and atain educa�on and a 
salable skill set. No way will I recommend today’s 
woke mess of a military to anyone.” 

“USMC 05-09. Word is from folks I know s�ll there 
that I wouldn't even recognize it.” 

“I'm an army vet, my three brothers are vets, my 
dad was a vet, and so was my step-dad. Who wants 
to go die for a corrupt government that won't even 
protect its borders, democracy, our way of life and 
our ideals?” 

“You went woke first sweet pea. We responded. I 
spent 23 years in, I wouldn’t join now. Are you 
willing to die for a country run on Biden’s policies?” 

“I'm proud of my daughter's service and I am also 
happy that she did not re-sign when her contract 
was up. A�er the pullout debacle in Afghanistan 
where we handed power back to the terrorists we 
fought against, what did our service men and 
women get for losing their lives and injuries that 
the survivors will live with the rest of their lives? 
What is the point in figh�ng for a country where its 
leaders will not even protect its own borders? All of 
the service men and women who have given all in 
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previous wars just so our leaders today can give it 
away to anyone who crosses the border illegally, 
really, what is the point in serving under this kind 
of administra�on? This administra�on and any 
other like it in the future are a disgrace to the 
United States of America. The sad part is that if we 
are involved in another war and recruitment 
con�nues to fall a dra� will be necessary. I guess 
that will be the wake up call for all the woke voters. 
Unfortunately, their kids will be the ones who pay 
the price for their parents vo�ng prac�ces.” 

“The Le� con�nues to fail due to its own policies 
and will never admit that what they are doing is 
counter-produc�ve. They all fall back to the same 
page on their playbook - blame someone else.” 

“I come from a long line of those who served. 
Myself, I spent 22 years in Combat Arms in the 
Army. My youngest son has 16 years in the infantry, 
and we both agree that neither he or I think much 
of today's military leadership at the top. I would 
never join today. Never.” 

“This is worth repea�ng. My family has a long 
history of all males serving in our armed services. It 
has always been understood that those that have 
served honorably were the best promoters of their 
family members and acquaintances to likewise 
serve their country. As you can see from many of 
the responses above this is no longer the case. I too 
discouraged my grandson from joining and will do 
the same to anyone considering joining the 
military. Simple reason is this Democrat 
Administra�on under Biden has changed the focus 
of the true mission of the American military, which 
is to defend the Cons�tu�on and the ci�zens of the 
USA. Poli�cal indoctrina�on is a Communist 
strength, not an American one. We live our 
freedoms without government interference or 
guidance. When this clown show is over we need 
to re�re out or otherwise remove the “woke” 

civilian and military leadership from the ranks of 
military service and get back to protec�ng America 
from enemies foreign and domes�c.” 

“The people that tradi�onally join our military love 
America and would die defending it. Le�ists hate 
our country and think it's just another faculty 
lounge social experiment, not to defend us and win 
wars. I know, I joined shortly a�er Vietnam and 
re�red in 2008.” 

“A�er serving in the Army for 23 years and was 
always proud to have felt the calling I am no longer 
proud of the military nor country. I tell all young 
people…don’t do it!” 

“I’m a vet and I used to tell people that seemed to 
be wandering through life to join the military. No 
more. The capital leter club dragging it down, the 
race bai�ng. Now I tell them to go to trade school. 
Welding, HVAC, mechanic, plumber, electrician.” 

“29 year veteran…I talk people out joining now 
instead of encouraging them…no senior 
“leadership” accountability for military failures 
such as the Kabul debacle, endless/indecisive wars, 
Equal Opportunity program personnel are litle 
beter than Soviet poli�cal officers and the bases 
are litered with destruc�ve social “JustUs” signs. 
Damn shame things have come to this.” 

“Military service is about merit.  I spent 28 years in 
the USMC.  Why would I encourage my “white” 
boys to serve when the fix is in?” 

“One of my sons just got out of the Navy.  I'm so 
glad too.  I am a veteran myself (army) and come 
from a long line of veterans, but I am done with all 
the Hooah and Oraaahhh ********.  This country 
does not deserve my son's sacrifice as far as I am 
concerned.  We have so lost our way and there will 
be a price paid for it somewhere in the 
future.  Every young person I talk to that is 
contempla�ng joining up, I really try to make them 
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weigh other op�ons.  This country does not 
deserve their sacrifice either.” 

“10 grandkids. Re�red from military. Father re�red 
from military. Family members in service all the 
way back to Revolu�on. Will not recommend to 
grandkids.” 

“3rd gen military.  I stopped advising any young 
person to join the military 5 or 6 years ago.  I give 
them a strong warning that as a white, Chris�an, 
conserva�ve they will be at the botom of the sh-t 
pile.” 

“As a former infantryman, DEI has no place in the 
art of combat and war, so it shouldn't be there, 
period.” 

During one of the Military Extremism Down-Days 
(i.e. a scheduled day of training where the topic of 
discussion was POTENTIAL extremist views that 
might be circula�ng around the workplace), there 
was an 1+ hour long seminar where a ranked 
officer talked about "The Art of Intersec�onality" 
and how she used it to "get ahead" in the Military 
workplace! Other training segments scheduled that 
day included talking points about CRT, "white 
privilege and fragility", etc ! All of THIS was (of 
course) �ed to "extremism" (in some way or 
another), but the icing on the cake were the 
numerous ACCUSATIONS that "anyone who 'failed' 
to accept the results of the 2020 Presiden�al 
Elec�on" were to be "monitored and/or reported" 
for POSSIBLE signs of "extremist tendencies". 

“I had a great career in the United States Air Force. 
23 years from Airman Basic - Major. I’ve no regrets 
about my choice. Looking at today’s force & social 
media by service members, it became poli�cized & 
all about the individual not the mission. I can’t 
recommend to my kids Iden�ty poli�cs rules 
today’s military.” 

“Many of us signed up to serve out of love for 
country. What we got was war a�er war based on 
lie a�er lie, from an elite ruling class whose 
contempt for most of its service members 
(primarily conserva�ve Chris�an men) has been 
put right into the open. What did you expect?” 

“I spent 23 years in the Army. I don't want my 
children in the military. What we have now is not 
worth sacrificing my children's lives for. Gold Star 
families are chumps.” 

“I did 4 years and I have two sons. When I look at 
the low quality poli�cal leaders American voters 
keep sending to D.C., it inspires me to ensure my 
sons never join up to put themselves in harm’s way 
for the interests of our elites.” 

“My father’s family has served since 1775 up to 
and including three of my five children. We no 
longer recruit and will not un�l this rogue 
government is back under cons�tu�onal control. 
Same with my wife’s family.” 

“There is no way I would encourage my son to 
serve this Na�on. I come from mul�ple genera�ons 
that have served.”--ret Navy Chief 

“I'd break kids' leg first. I'm the last in a long line.” 

“I'm a VFW, I/O airborne. Dad was a red leg, 
granddad a Marine in Vietnam, WWII family, 
grandma was WAC, family on both sides of civil 
war, three plots for revolu�onary war and 1812. 
Beyond that? Supposedly, who knows. No; My 
family will no longer be providing war fighters.” 

“I tell my two sons every day that I do not want to 
see them in the service. I do not trust the leaders 
that will be responsible for them to lead them 
right.” 
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“I served proudly for 29 yrs and come from a family 
of military vets. There is no way that I will be 
promo�ng the military to my son.” 

“I come from a long list of service members. I'll be 
the last one in my fam.” 

“A�er the withdrawal of Afghanistan I can't see me 
ever allowing my child to join....The government 
uses its ci�zens and plays on their patrio�sm with 
lies. I lost friends and years of my life so the 
government can make a buck for their donors. They 
won't get my kids.” 

“My husband and I both served in the USAF and 
are so grateful our son hasn’t joined the US 
military.” 

“My kids are not going to die for this corrupt 
government. PERIOD!!” 

“I’m told (from a recently 20 yr vet), we the 
taxpayer are paying the cost of botom surgery on 
male soldiers who are then placed on mul�ple 
meds and classified as “under observa�on” for 
years at a �me and are no longer part of the 
figh�ng force.” 

“I chose to leave my 10 and a half years of service 
in big part because of the woke mentality. 
Promo�ons given based off woke standings instead 
of job ability. The mission started coming a�er the 
new ideology. I don’t know how anyone would feel 
safe following someone into batle that openly 
hates you because of their woke beliefs. When I 
first went in, there was no emphasis on the 
differences in people; just on how well you 
performed your du�es. Midway through the 
promo�ons for iden��es started along with biased 
disciplinary ac�ons. I have much pride in my 
service, but I could no longer take part in what the 
military is becoming. It’s a joke and we are now 
becoming the laughing stock of the world.” 

“I try and dissuade kids from joining the woke 
clown show the military is today. It's not worth it to 
put your life on the line for a country that hates 
you for doing it. They can pound sand.” 

“Imagine having to ship your daughters and sons 
off to die in a war created by a socialist or 
communist government, it is earth shatering to 
know your children will die for a government that 
hates you and wants you to do nothing but sacrifice 
for the sake of a totalitarian government. Now you 
have a small idea of how most American loving 
ci�zens feel about the democrat party.” 

“Why would anyone join the military with the 
commander in chief that this country unfortunately 
has.” 

“As a veteran from a military family, and my first 
son serving 8 years including an Afghanistan tour, 
the botched pullout hurt, but was not what 
influenced the conversa�ons I have had with my 23 
and 16 year old sons (19yo daughter engaged to a 
crayon eater, but hey), this conversa�ons were real 
about the direc�on of our military and the risks to 
their future by being a part of it. There is no higher 
calling than serving our country, but not at the 
price of their mental health and futures in case 
they say the wrong thing. No, they are beter off 
performing civil service than joining the military. I 
hope one day that changes.” 

“The Afghanistan Cut & Run was harmful. But the 
real reason recrui�ng is in the toilet is that most 
people eligible to serve, have no confidence in 
Biden, Aus�n and the Generals in charge of the 
services, caused by their total absence of 
leadership.” 

“I come from a military family — my Navy older son 
has been telling my younger son to please not join, 
as he had hoped to, because of this horrific mess of 
Biden’s making.” 
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“I would advise any young man to not join the 
Military under its current leadership both civilian 
and otherwise.” 

“I am proud to have served during the Korean war 
and am a combat vet. There's no way I'd sign up to 
serve under the likes of this administra�on.” 

“An absolute lack of trust and faith in the en�re 
chain of command is why this family will not 
recommend anyone con�nue our tradi�on of 
service. 7 members of my immediate family in the 
USMC since 1962, no longer.” 

“Aliena�ng the best and most patrio�c young 
people with Wokeness and incompetence, coupled 
with spineless General officers who are willing to 
sacrifice the good of the service in favor of their 
own personal professional ambi�on, by suppor�ng 
a corrosive progressive agenda where liberals who 
never served use the Armed forced as a petri dich 
for their social experimenta�on - THAT is 
"harmful." 

“I think the push for DEI is a bigger factor. No one 
wants to be forced to accept the insane. The 
military says you have to accept the soldier next to 
you who looks like Klinger from MASH, even if goes 
against everything you believe in and stand for.” 

“I served 27 years in the Corps, fought in two wars, 
Vietnam and Desert Storm, and a s�nt in 
Mogadishu. My bride of  54 years looks at me every 
night and says she thanks God I'm not currently 
serving under this President or these poli�co/woke 
Generals and Admirals. Smart woman I married. 
..SEMPER FI!” 

“Ft Meade had a pride month celebra�on. One of 
our local supporters of the LGBTQ+ community 
received a beau�ful glass disc with the US Army 
symbol and the Ft Meade logo that said "In grateful 
apprecia�on for your outstanding contribu�on to 
the success of the Fort George C. Meade Military 

Community LGBTQ+ Pride Month Observance. 
Thank you." I have many gay friends so this does 
not come from a place of dislike, I don't want my 
military concentra�ng on Pride Month (or any 
other group "month"). I want them worrying about 
protec�ng my country. This nonsense has no place 
in the military and it's past �me the armed services 
got back to their roots - protec�ng the na�on and 
winning wars.” 

“22 year Army Vet. Thank God I re�red before all 
this insanity. No way could I have made it a career 
if I had to deal with the PC/Woke bullshit.” 

“I re�red from the Marine Corps in 2004. I am 
disgusted by what has happened in the last 20 
years.” 

“You are one thousand percent right and I proudly 
served with straight and gay people and we never 
gave a crap because we all treat each other with 
1000% respect. But the woke crap going on from 
the top down I would never have joined nor do I 
recommend family members join you can either 
have this crap or you can have a safe country but 
you will not have both under no circumstances.” 

“It’s a huge problem man. The military is more 
sensi�ve than the civilian world. I literally just got 
out last month and I feel so free just mentally from 
all that woke crap and censoring the things you can 
say.” 

“Absolutely my trans sta�on commander is 
personal responsible for at least 4 people deciding 
to get out and over 20 recruits not ge�ng In 
because they weren’t woke enough. I was a 
recruiter un�l last year. She couldn’t even pass her 
PT test but was untouchable. Toxic is an 
understatement.” 

“I went to basic in 2011 to be an infantrymen. Our 
drill sergeants said mul�ple �mes things like “shit is 
changing, the army is ge�ng so�, y’all are going to 
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be the last real mother f***er’s to come through 
this sh**.” They drove us hard, many guys dropped 
out. We didn’t think anything about it at the �me 
when they kept saying stuff like that, we thought 
they probably said that kind’ve stuff to every group 
to “mo�vate” them. However, I went to airborne 
holdover some months a�er basic, and actually 
spent some �me hanging out with my old Drill 
Sergeants. They had another class at the �me. I 
found out they were not lying. They were no longer 
able to smoke privates in the same manner they 
did to us. They could only train them so many 
hours a day. They could only make them do so 
many push-ups/sit-ups during smoke sessions. It 
was honestly pathe�c to watch. In protest, the drill 
sergeants basically quit caring. They didn’t even 
really try to train them anymore. And in hindsight, I 
realized they were not lying to us. It really did 
change on a dime it seemed. They made sure they 
got one last “real group” in with us before things 
got so�. A couple of my drill sergeants even told 
me that they felt they had crossed the line many 
�mes with my group of guys by being too hard on 
us. I’m glad they did though. We joined the infantry 
to challenge ourselves as men, not to be gently 
guided along like toddlers.” 

“My en�re family is military. No one else is going at 
this point.” 

“30+ years of service here. Yes it is woke, and it is 
ge�ng worse every year. You will likely not hear 
that from our civilian and military leadership, 
because it's a career-ender However, the bigger 
problem is the mental health of all ages of our 
service men and women. In my experience, this is 
the most mentally weak our military has been, and 
it causes huge issues across the force. Very litle 
resiliency!” 

“Yes. As soon as I le� Luke AFB in 2019, they 
installed a DEI office on base. Messages to 

“celebrate” iden�ty groups were ge�ng louder. 
Nothing good comes from this crap.” 

“I'm 20 year AF vet. Re�red in 2017, so I have some 
buddies s�ll enlisted. A few of them are great 
leaders, E-9s. Unfortunately they're being 
unofficially pushed towards re�rement because 
they are the wrong race and gender. This is already 
having a massive domino effect, and I hate to say 
that it's going to get much worse in the coming 
years.” 

“18 years ac�ve duty, been medical my en�re 
career, been to Iraq in '06, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Norway, Sweden, and several other places. I'm not 
gonna lie when I say I'm having a hard �me leading 
as an experienced clinician in the military. I'd say in 
the last 10 years, the military has dras�cally 
changed. I remember the don't ask, don't tell 
policy. I don't care if you are gay, lesbian, trans, or 
whatever your race, religion, gender is; however, I 
do care when it affects me as a straight white male 
married to the same woman for 17 years, 4 kids 
with the same woman and I get reverse 
discriminated against because of that. We hear all 
this systemic racism that's happening, I've felt it as 
a straight white male the en�re �me I've been in. 
I've never been super poli�cal, but I've goten to 
the point I want my kids to understand and I've 
been educa�ng them on social media, the current 
state of the country, etc.” 

“I served for 33 years and just re�red last year. This 
is partly why I cashed out. Promo�ons based on 
race is all I saw in the last couple of years. On 
another subject, I served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
with some true female warriors. They were 
awesome and hard core, however that was in a war 
where we had a huge advantage. A war that's 
coming with China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran 
all at the same �me things will be vastly different 
for my female sisters. Hand to hand in the middle 
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of the night in a trench will be what it is about. It 
always comes down to that. Not to men�on the 
POW situa�ons that will occur that will make the 
Hanoi Hilton look like Club Med. Can you imagine 
female prisoners in today's environment? Also, 
especially in the Air Force, there are numerous 
joint spouses who fly, are Commanders etc. If one 
gets captured especially if she is female. What will 
happen to her in Russia, China, North Korea or an 
Iranian POW camp? Will she be passed around to 
the troops in the field to be humiliated and 
videoed, and if the internet is s�ll going, that video 
goes viral on purpose? No one is thinking about 
this at all.” 

“We were on our final ruck in basic before 
gradua�on. There was a recruit named rowe. Her 
feet were bowed out to the side, walked like a 
penguin. She couldn’t keep up. DS Baker pulls me 
from the front, I was flag guy. He says " look soldier 
we gota quota to meet. she has to finish. And I’m 
making it your problem." They literally linked us 
together with 550 and I dragged this lady for a few 
miles! mind you my ruck was already 75lbs. I was 
salty, but we made it.” 

“It’s so funny, the military propagates the women 
in combat arms discussion so religiously that 
hearing a grown up casually point out the obvious 
about feels like I’m commi�ng an EEO viola�on for 
agreeing - even though most people privately agree 
100% with what he is saying.” 

“20 year vet here. Yes, it is. To be clear, while I 
disagree with the gay lifestyle, I have served with 
gays, I've had two gay commanders, both of which 
were fantas�c btw, and at the end of the day, 
whether I disagree with people or not, we're 
working on the same mission and we are all pulling 
together. However, when DE&I started to become a 
thing, when they started ramming down our 
throats how we didn't have to just tolerate people 

but celebrate depravity and lunacy, that's where 
they lost me… I've been told I'm a piece of trash 
because I'm male, because I look white, because 
I'm a Chris�an, because I'm straight, because I am a 
conserva�ve... I’ve been told I'm a rapist, a racist, 
and an extremist, and that's all garbage… 
Meanwhile, I passed signs every day in my building 
for all kinds of events celebra�ng this group and 
that group and this other crazy thing. Not only am I 
completely le� out of that, I am asked to celebrate 
things I don't agree with. I am asked to take �me 
off mission to do it. I am asked to consider diversity 
above actual mission requirements. I am asked to 
make sure things look right rather than actually 
being right or effec�ve. This is not sustainable, and 
if people think they're going to get the kind of 
performance that we used to get out of the military 
out of this mandatory celebra�on, diversity is our 
strength bullshit, they have another thing coming.” 

“I was in the army from 2013-2019, even in that 
�meframe I saw a lot of change. I le� right as they 
were allowing women to get combat roles. It’s 
dangerous because other countries / cultures do 
not respect women the same way we do in 
America and in the west. Women in combat roles 
could find themselves in very dangerous and 
trauma�c situa�ons that a man may not 
encounter.” 

“I almost got the boot a�er 16 years of service b/c I 
refused to use pronouns. That’s when I knew, the 
military was over.” 

“My friend is being targeted for being straight and 
not wearing a pride flag where his American goes 
on his uniform.” 

“I got out just in �me to avoid the wokeness. I have 
thought about going back in, but since the military 
adopted the opinion that masculinity is toxic, I have 
no desire for a return and neither do any of the 
others (men and women) I served with.” 
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“Family member maxed ASVAB, had great grades, 
scored super high on PT (3rd best 3-mile run in 
na�on) yet wasn’t awarded the Marines OCS 
scholarship due to quotas, & flat out told that. So, 
good luck USA (go to hell) w/ the next war.” 

“There is a very good reason men do not want 
women in combat, and especially not in posi�ons 
of military authority: men know they’re supposed 
to protect and defend women, and that the 
military leader lays his life down for his men. And 
men do not want to sacrifice women or force them 
to take care of themselves. It has nothing to do 
with a lack of respect for women, or with any kind 
of misogyny. It’s about common sense and natural 
male ins�nct to protect.” 

“As a veteran, descendant of many veterans. I have 
suggested to my kids and nieces and nephews, do 
not join. It’s truly sad and frustra�ng to watch what 
is happening to our Military.” 

“As a Navy Veteran who also s�ll works for the 
Navy in civil service, I wholeheartedly agree with 
you.” 

“I got out on medical a�er 17 years. This 
government is so upside down that I couldn't finish 
my last three years in good conscience. I can't 
believe that I can no longer recommend military 
service to the next genera�on.” 

“I le� the Department of the Army a�er having to 
atend mandatory transgender sensi�vity training 
in 2018. I no longer recognize the country I love.” 

“I served in the military for 24 years. There is no 
way on God’s green earth that I would recommend 
any young person to sign up for today’s military. 
Too much woke and too many poli�cal generals 
who don’t give a damn about the troops.” 

“I am not ashamed of my many years in the military 
service of my country. But, I wouldn’t sign now if 
they offered me my own tank.” 

“I served 21 years in the Army. I talked my son out 
from enlis�ng in a WOKE military. Explain how 
being taught DEI prepares our military for combat.” 

“I le� the Army in 2022 a�er serving 6 years. Even 
in that short �me, I saw dras�c changes that made 
it clear to me that it was a le�ist ins�tu�on that 
wasn't worth giving my �me to.” 

“Got out of the Navy in 2020. The last 4-5 yrs the 
significant changes being made by top leadership 
made it clear things were going off the rails.” 

“Served 6 years as an Officer and recently le�. I 
went in thinking this was the biggest honor of my 
life and wanted to do the hardest things possible to 
give back and give 20 years+. Fast forward to seeing 
people pushed through my Ranger gradua�on 
because of numbers/ difficulty actually removing 
individuals from the course. Airborne school 
gradua�on with individuals standing next to me 
that fell out of every run, failed pullup test and 
overweight... Deployment being handcuffed to 
actually accomplish something...They just sucked 
any chance of pride from these accomplishments 
away were I could sit back and say "Damm, I 
actually did it". Lastly ge�ng a chance to be an 
instructor and being forced to push individual's into 
the force AS LEADERS, I was done. You could not 
remove terrible applicants from the school house 
because it would fall apart in a pile of paperwork. 
Disrespec�ul to an NCO or Officer? No problem. 
Failed a PT test? No problem, try again. Horrible 
a�tude? No issue, they passed minimum 
standards. Failed academic tests? No issue, recycle 
and try again. I am absolutely the demographic the 
Army wants. I couldn't be more patrio�c, I couldn't 
have been more mo�vated and the Army killed all 
of that. I would never trade those years because of 
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the people I met, but the ins�tu�on is absolutely 
broken. If the Army is pushing people like me away, 
I do not know who they want.” 

“I was in 2006-2015, combat arms job in an 
airborne unit. I got out because I saw the wri�ng 
on the wall. All of the �me and energy allocated to 
pushing poli�cal and social concerns end up pulling 
away focus from war-figh�ng and readiness. Woke 
policies will undoubtedly fail on the batlefield, 
when that day comes I will be happy that I am out.” 

“9 years of military service - 3 years of defense 
contrac�ng - - - thinking about service in TODAY's 
military - - - RUN the other way.” 

“I got out of the AF in 2010 and things were s�ll 
fine then. But my friends who are s�ll in, tell me 
that morale sucks everywhere and they’re just 
trying to coast to re�rement.” 

“As a recent re�ree May 2023, the leadership I 
walked away from was an absolute shit show. An 
even bigger issue is the people they do manage to 
recruit are absolutely the so�est most useless 
people I’ve seen my whole career. Out of 12 new 
technicians, only 2 of them were what I’d call 
“keepers”. The old �mers like myself propping 
them up are exi�ng at a unbelievable rate too. My 
TAPs instructor told us she had to increase the 
number of classes provided due to the amount of 
people punching out. It’s gonna get really bad the 
next few years.” 

“I joined two years before you and re�red in 
17….I’m s�ll associated with military as a JROTC 
instructor. I le� because of how fast and far our 
standards slid. It’s well off the cliff now. It’s not 
bad…it was bad and ge�ng worse. It’s 
unacceptable and people in charge are in complete 
denial. At least publicly…the system is not designed 
for an internal fix. This is coming from the top and 
picked up steam with the 44th PODUS.” 

“I did ten years in the Navy and was HYT’ed (High-
Year Tenure) back in 2021. One of the biggest 
strikes that I personally encountered was the 
automa�c promo�on (affirma�ve ac�on) of sailors 
straight out of school that had no experience 
whatsoever making E-5/6. I went to my second 
command in WA back in 2017, checked in to my 
clinic coming from a major medical center, had my 
surface warfare pin, lots of experience, I was the 
only male in the clinic, was treated like dog shit, 
saw one female, straight from “C” school literally 
GIVEN promo�on twice and went from E-4 to E-6 
without li�ing a finger, and yet I was told, “you s�ll 
need to earn your promo�on”. That’s when I 
realized that the Navy has an agenda.” 

“Most males in my family have served going back 
to the Revolu�onary War and NONE of us 
recommend serving now. I go out of my way to tell 
people DONT DO IT. I was out in 2019 and I 
watched the 'Woke' poli�cs strangle put the last bit 
of hope I had for the military. It's broken.” 

“I bailed because of this (woke in the military) and 
its far worse than people realize. Don't join any 
branch of service and just learn a trade. Absolute 
dumpster fire...” 

"The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy 
without figh�ng." 

“I did 32.5 years and am so glad I am out. The 
military is an embarrassment. We can no longer go 
fight, kill, and win. Now they are worried about 
wholeness. I had a fellow Soldier in the Army 
transi�on from a female to male Soldier it was a 
nightmare. They were treated like a celebrity, they 
were the promised child.” 

“As a re�red Air Force Vet I would discourage my 
children from entering the military: unless they 
become commissioned. However, even that may 
not be enough. Today’s Military is not pushed or 
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marketed to promote patrio�sm but more for 
wokeness and checking all these boxes for the sake 
of diversity. Another reason I think many aren’t 
willing to enlist is the mandated Covid shot.” 

“A�er serving from 2013-to 2022, The Army 
became all about poli�cs, the standards are not 
there anymore. All they do now is rota�ons, now is 
all about Equal Opportunity and Sharp training you 
can't tell soldiers nothing these days because there 
is no backbone anymore. We as NCO's can't 
enforce standards because the second we do is 
Hazing or the soldier will get their feelings hurt and 
the NCO gets their ass handed. Counseling's I lost 
track of how many hours I spend wri�ng 
counseling's that were pointless, at the end of the 
day there had to be a trail and a�er spending all 
the �me doing all that addi�onal work and 
spending �me away from my family, we get to 1SG 
office just to have him give the soldier a weak tap 
on the wrist because he cant afford to lose soldiers. 
SO WE ARE KEEPING TRASH who are just there 
showing up daily to do THE BARE MINIMUM and 
get promoted before those of us who bust our ASS. 
Financially we don't get paid enough to be 
babysi�ng and losing my family, This creates a big 
mental health issue. As civilians we feel more 
appreciated and we actually get Paid. I have served 
with some of America's most Badass Mf's and I will 
forever Honor my brothers and sisters who have 
sacrificed so much for us.” 

“I was forced to medical re�re because the AF 
didn’t want to pay for a cheap drug every month in 
1999 and now they are paying for breast 
enlargement surgery and sex reassignment surgery 
plus the very expensive mul�ple drugs they must 
take daily. And I had never missed a day of work or 
any deployment and I volunteered for all of them. 
Unreal what has changed in the once most feared 
figh�ng force on the planet.” 

“This is part of why I got out of the Marines in 
2016. Shit was star�ng to be forced top down 
HARD. The feminist agenda was front and center.” 

“As long as Progressives hold the White House, 
America will con�nue to decline in all interna�onal 
spheres of influence and of course, domes�cally! 
On the military side of this post, a great young USN 
Captain I have known all of his life is leaving 
because of the DEI focus.” 

“I follow military-based accounts on various SM 
pla�orms. The substance and morale of the US 
military has been inten�onally guted. There's 
literally no one le� in the en�re command 
structure who's both ethical and competent and 
recruitment is at an all-�me low. Further, military 
readiness is very low, much lower that reported 
due to corrup�on and incompetence. All the units 
lie about their readiness, e.g., the motor pool 
reports 90% of its vehicles are ready to go when it's 
really 20%. That's going on everywhere.” 

“It's heart breaking. A lot of families, including my 
own, have served genera�on a�er genera�on. 
Imagine all the brothers and sisters we lost would 
say about the military today. So, I will do everything 
in my power to tell my son to NOT to fulfill that 
oath we all raised our hand for. From my family to 
any family out there that served, we had a hell of a 
run and I'm glad I served during and a�er the 
genera�ons that stood for honor and 
commitment.” 

“My grandfather, brother, husband, and many 
uncles and cousins all served. My boys grew up 
wan�ng to serve and now they are not interested! 
Between the woke propaganda and lack of 
readiness, we see, I don't want them going to fight 
in a proxy war that our na�on should have never 
been involved in from the beginning.” 
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“Our son, who graduated before his 21st birthday 
with dual college degrees, is a staff sergeant in 
Special Forces, spent his Christmas leave caring for 
my husband and I during serious cancer and 
cardiac surgeries in December. While he was home 
with us, he showed me an email from the DOD, 
with a survey atached, asking if he felt he was able 
to do his job without harming the environment. 
Guess who's ge�ng out.” 

“I served 30 years in the Army. The libs try to blame 
the job market and the number of young people 
qualified to serve. I just read an ar�cle about a 
young female recruit considering doing whatever it 
takes to get out of her contract because she has to 
shower with transgender females with male 
genitalia. That is the real reason young people 
aren't interested in the military. They realize that if 
they join, they will have no choice but to 
par�cipate in these policies that promote depravity 
and perversion.” 

“My great grandfather served in WWI, my 
grandfather was in the Aleu�ans during WW2, My 
great aunt was a WAC, my dad was in Vietnam, my 
mom served 20 years, all of my siblings and I 
served (at different �mes) between 1979 and 2015. 
My oldest daughter served 4 years from 2001-
2005. While I am very patrio�c, and was extremely 
proud to serve, I will not encourage my youngest 
daughter or my grandchildren to serve at this point 
in history. US Army 1981-2008 

“I saw an ar�cle in which a soldier said he and 
many of his fellow soldiers are discouraging and 
even outright denying their sons and daughters to 
enter the military. They don't want to see their 
children die for someone's ideology. You can ask a 
man to die for honor, for his fellow countrymen, for 
his God. But none of them will lay their lives down 
for a government that has shown it has no plans to 
protect the families they will be leaving behind.” 

“He is not alone. I know several military families. 
They have had at least one person in the military 
since they came to the US. In the case of one of the 
three families, that was since the revolu�onary 
war. All three families have advised their younger 
members to not join. In two cases, members who 
were in the military have le�. One resigned his 
commission, and the other refused reenlistment. 
My family has a history of every male member 
serving at least one enlistment. I have advised all 
three grand nephews to not enlist. The military has 
a decades long cycle of poli�cal generals messing 
everything up, and then war figh�ng generals 
coming in to fix it. This �me I don’t think it can be 
fixed.” 

“21 year veteran of the Air Force here...yes, we 
need to rekindle the warrior ethos back into our 
ranks. Too many useless distrac�ons will get our 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, coas�es and 
guardians killed. I have three daughters and they 
are not seeing the military as a future op�on or 
career path.” 

“I think he is a smart young man. I re�red from the 
military, but I would not recommend anyone join it 
today, nor would I. The few are doing their best to 
ruin everything in our country for the majority of 
us and even force the majority to pay for 
everything and anything the minority wants.” 

“My son serves in the military and he told me that 
the enlisted do not trust anyone with the rank of 
2nd Lt and above. The brass is seen as woke and 
poli�cal while not fully commited to the troops 
well being and readiness status. it usually le� up to 
the individual combat soldiers to supplement their 
gear out of pocket to maintain personal combat 
readiness as best as they can. And they usually do a 
good job at it when allowed to.” 

“I was kicked out of military for “misgendering” 
one of my fellow soldiers. I was told I could stay if I 
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apologized and took classes on “diversity sensi�vity 
awareness training”. I said F no, and now that I am 
out I am making a shitload of money at a real job.” 

“Me and my son-in-law are both Army vets. We 
both discouraged his son from joining. My en�re 
family has served in the Army for at least 3 
genera�ons, but I would not join today. It saddens 
me to say that because I love America.” 

“I did 20 years and 8 months. I'm the last in my 
family to serve, and no one in my bloodline will 
ever serve this country voluntarily again. Good 
people will no longer be party to this evil empire.” 

“Afghanistan pull-out and woke policies were 
enough to turn my boys (18 and 20) away from 
service. As a former marine I completely agree with 
their decisions.” 

“I am a BRAT and served. I am 65 and I will do 
anything to prevent my grandkids from serving 
right now. The administra�on and the pentagon 
have changed our once great military into a social 
woke experiment and has and will con�nue to put 
America at risk.” 

“Both of my teens (16/17) had indicated a 
willingness to enlist in the Air Force or Navy....but 
that was before they started hearing stories from 
the net or from actual people from our community 
who enlisted. They didn't like the idea of salu�ng 
some dude who was wearing a dress. I don't blame 
them.” 

“DEI was bad in the military when I re�red in ‘15. I 
know literally dozens of people who since have 
goten out before re�rement because they couldn’t 
take it anymore.” 

“As a United States Marine who served this country 
for 8 years, from 98-2006, I am disgusted and 
ashamed of what’s happened to our once great 

military. Just like EVERYTHING else they touch, the 
democrats are ruining it.” 

“My grandson was planning to join the military but 
a�er the Afghanistan debacle and the apparent 
poli�ciza�on of the military decided not to join. He 
is a young man who finished college with a degree 
in computer science and cybersecurity. He would 
have been a terrific asset as an officer but the 
military leadership destroyed the ambi�ons and 
sense of security in the armed forces of young 
people. Something is wrong with the leadership of 
the military and is poten�ally dangerous for the 
country.” 

“When the U.S. military (even the Marines) has 
"diversity officers", aka commissars, you know all 
you need to know about why recrui�ng is horrible.” 

“I spent 22 years in the service. I definitely agree 
with last post which speaks to "woke" leadership. 
What is disconcer�ng is that I don't know if the 
senior officers actually believe the woke agenda or 
are they just trying to please their master. In either 
case, it is a lack of principled leadership that has 
helped get us here.” 

“The most fundamental transforma�on to our 
republic that has come about this century is the 
success the le� has had with transforming our 
na�on into one that few would defend.” 

“We won’t meet our recruitment goals un�l the 
current PC Generals leave the ranks. Instead of 
talking about warfigh�ng, they talk about DEI, CRT, 
LGBTQ. Let’s not forget that no one was fired for 
the Afghanistan debacle. As a 26 yr veteran, I 
wouldn’t recommend signing up as many fellow 
veterans feel the same. Un�l Defense cleans house 
and rights the ship, we’ll con�nue to fall short on 
recruits.” 

“The problem with recrui�ng is that it isn’t all 
about money and incen�ves. For 30 years at least 
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American universi�es and the commanding heights 
of the culture dismissed the legi�macy of 
ci�zenship and taught the young that America is 
bad. When people DON’T BELIEVE in their country, 
they won’t fight for it. That’s why we’re in this mess 
with recrui�ng.” 

“Young men want adventure. They want danger. 
This is the draw to the military. Woke hipsters have 
never been the people who make up the military. 
People from rural, conserva�ve America are. When 
you remove the adventure and create a poli�cally 
le�ist environment, these young men will seek 
their adventure elsewhere. And our “leaders” are 
so dumb and out of touch that they will double 
down on the rainbow brigade. This only makes 
sense if they are trying to remake the military into 
something poli�cal that wouldn’t have a problem 
turning its guns on its own ci�zens. There is no 
other reason for it.” 

“All of a sudden (since January 2020) the poten�al 
recruit pool has goten fater, stupider, and less 
patrio�c. All of a sudden families that have sent 
genera�ons of sons to the combat arms are saying 
'don't go'. All of a sudden poten�al recruits have 
discovered that the military isn't where the big 
money is made. All of a sudden.................” 

“I think we have a lost genera�on here with Gen Z. 
I read where these young people are so anxious 
they don’t answer their phones. They obviously 
have not been prepared for the real world of 
compe��veness and harsh reali�es. The military 
hasn’t helped their recruitment cause. Devising 
military programs to atract transgenders is very 
much at cross purpose to military doctrines. 
Leadership maters and when weak woke 
leadership comes from the top rung we all suffer 
the consequences of the mistakes made. No one 
escapes from real world consequences for very 
long.” 

“We built a society in which no one feels connected 
to anyone or anything. Everything is just about 
power and money these days. We used to care 
about our communi�es, our neighbors, our church, 
but now there’s just the material world and 
everything is devoid of meaning or purpose. My 
neighbor wants completely different things than I 
do, and even wants my religion and ideas removed 
from public life, and I’m supposed to fight for him? 
No thank you. I’m supposed to fight for a na�on 
that wants to dismantle tradi�onal ways of family 
and life? I’m supposed to fight for a na�on that 
considers my values and faith to be intolerable and 
even hate speech?” 

“Our country really lost something when the dra� 
was abolished. Military serviced served as a 
touchstone - a common experience and bond that 
almost every young man had in common. People 
my father’s age - didn't go around "thanking" each 
other’s for their service - instead it was: "What did 
you do in the war?" Military service also ins�lls a 
love of country and civic mindedness. People tend 
to care about that with which they have 
investment. And - one other thing - for young men, 
military service teaches you that you are nothing 
special. You get cold, hungry, scared, lonely - just 
like the next guy. That is an invaluable lesson for a 
young man to learn, at a point in life when most 
boys think the world revolves around them. The 
military knocks that down real quick and teaches 
responsibility, commitment, teamwork at an age 
when most kids today are just iPhone obsessed 
narcissists!” 

“As a third genera�on career military officer 
(re�red) I would not recommend a military 
enlistment to any of my family. What was once 
proud organiza�ons providing the legi�mate 
defense of our na�on has become a poli�cal tool 
for the indoctrina�on of our youth and country. We 
send our troops to all corners of the world to s�ck 
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America's nose into issues that have no relevance 
to our na�onal security and defense. We are not 
the world's policeman. A review of the countries 
that were once under the control of our current 
enemies (Russia and China) shows a profound 
hatred of those countries once freed. Our first 
president George Washington warned of 
entangling alliances and the applica�on of "favored 
na�on" to countries of the world. The mission of 
our military should be to defend America - not 
everyone else in the world.” 

“Most liberals see the military as a bas�on of white 
male conserva�ve thought and, with some success, 
by poli�ciza�on, have been able to purge those 
they have labeled as extremists. The woke agenda 
that the Pentagon has promoted serves as an 
indica�on that the administra�ve state fears the 
military and needs to poli�cize it in order to be able 
to neuter its command structure less they someday 
"cross the Rubicon", their greatest fear. And Gen 
Z'ers are far from stupid. The message they have 
received because of this atempted subjuga�on is 
that the military may no longer be able to offer a 
viable alterna�ve, certainly not financially and 
certainly one that no longer offers inherent 
comradery, lifelong associa�ons and pride.” 

“If we spent more of our �me building a great 
military, based on willingness to defend this 
Country versus what sign to put on a restroom, we 
would be much beter off.” 

Army intelligence veteran: “These wars of choice 
by the United States have nothing to do with our 
defense and everything to do with America 
maintaining and extending its empire across the 
globe.   The wars are not meant to end as we 
leapfrog from one to another.  The goal is to keep 
the money flowing to the military-industrial 
complex and the oligarchs in our country that 
control it.  It’s not about freedom, democracy, 

Mom, and apple pie as I’ve stated many �mes 
before.  It’s pure power poli�cs played by the war-
mongers currently in control of our government for 
their benefit to the detriment of the rest of the 
na�on. Military recrui�ng is down because more 
and more Americans are finally waking up to the 
sorrows of empire and they want nothing to do 
with it. It's not that there are a mul�tude of 
differences between the kids in the 70s and those 
of today. The difference today is that people have a 
lot more informa�on about the inner workings of 
their government and they don’t like what they 
see.” 

“The idea that Special Opera�ons can and will fight 
our coming wars is a fallacy. War is fought and won 
by Joe Snuffy pu�ng a short sword on his rifle, 
ge�ng up out of his hole, and going over to the 
enemy and killing, wounding, or capturing the 
enemy. The Current genera�on has two problems 
one is a physical, mental, or sociological problem 
with serving in the military. The second problem is 
the poli�ciza�on of the military, where ideological 
adherence is more important than the training of 
our Service Members. The Services are made up of 
families who serve, my father served, I served, my 
son served but my grandchildren will not under the 
present administra�on.” 

“It's not just obesity and mental standards that are 
hur�ng recrui�ng. Young Americans realize that 
their incompetent leaders do not have the best 
interests of themselves or their country in mind. All 
the hero talk from the Afghanistan and Iraq 
debacles has worn thin as the kids are no longer 
willing to be cannon fodder for the oligarchy that 
runs our country. Americans have lost trust in their 
government, and this has fueled their distrust of 
the military. Many ci�zens finally realize that the 
United States is one colossal plutocracy that 
doesn't represent them. It represents mul�-
na�onal corpora�ons, oligarchs in Ukraine, despots 
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in the Middle East, totalitarian governments in 
Asia, and murderous defense contractors in the 
United States.  Military recrui�ng is down and the 
military is in disarray because people are finally 
realizing that the emperor has no clothes and he’s 
been naked for a long, long �me.” 

“For a genera�on that has grown up in a �me of 
American Imperialism, endless wars, mul�ple 
economic crises, and declining hope for a future 
like their parents, it's not shocking that Pro-
American sen�ment is at an all-�me low. To many 
young people, the military is seen as just a meat 
grinder that doesn't offer the same incen�ves it 
once did. I see a lot of people complaining about 
the military being too "woke" and I'm sure for 
some that's the case, but for many others it's seen 
as a brutal force of imperialism that lacks all of the 
ideals that I see older genera�ons describing it as. 
The military as such faces a two sided problem: to 
half it's too woke and poli�cal, and to others it's 
inherently a force for bad in many parts of the 
world - both cause a rejec�on by different 
members of Gen Z.” 

“Would you join an organiza�on that rou�nely 
sends you to the far reaches of the world to be 
shot at, killed, maimed, and insulted by forcing you 
to fight with self-imposed handicaps then brings 
what's le� of you home and abandons you to 
whatever charity agrees to help you out? And oh by 
the way, the places where you fight are no beter 
off when you leave than they were before? Not to 
men�on the emphasis on whatever crazed poli�cs 
happen to be currently in vogue?” --Navy veteran, 
medical doctor 

“Today is 2 years since the Afghan debacle. Biden is 
the cause of that fiasco that killed 13 young service 
members. When they came home, coffins passing, 
Joe is looking at his watch. Military family here and 
we advised our children not to join.” 

“A�er two decades of "forever" wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, the next genera�on takes a serious look 
at serving in the military and says "Naw, I think I'll 
pass". Good for them.” 

In response to a le�-leaning young person’s 
comment: 

“Wokeism is an ideology that classifies and treats 
people based on principles of (1) iden�ty poli�cs 
and (2) an oppressor-oppressed dynamic. Iden�ty 
poli�cs differen�ates people based on various 
iden�ty “markers” - race, ethnicity, sex, gender 
iden�fica�on, immigra�on status, etc. The 
oppressor-oppressed dynamic differen�ates people 
based on whether they are oppressors or 
oppressed. Wokeism combines these two 
principles to create the concept of intersec�onality, 
under which people can have overlapping iden��es 
that affect their standing in society.  The numerous 
possible permuta�ons of intersec�ng iden��es, 
combined with the ever-evolving iden��es 
imagined by wokesters, can obviously complicate 
the rankings of the members of the oppressed 
class. Finally, wokeism is authoritarian in that it 
believes in imposing its ideology on people, by 
coercion (see, e.g., cancel culture) or by force (see, 
e.g., lawless ac�vity to suppress speech that is 
deemed inconsistent with wokeness). Wokeism 
obviously runs afoul of various, longstanding 
principles of American life, history, and law (such as 
sec�on 1 of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Cons�tu�on), but that appears to be of no concern 
to wokesters and their enablers, including their 
many enablers in the Democra�c Party.” 

“The ar�cle said: "We must rebuild a community 
where veterans are always present to inspire those 
around them." Veterans are always present.  We 
just don't recognize America anymore. I told my 
children to stay the hell away from military service. 
The progressive liberals have nearly destroyed the 
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services with their woke nonsense. I wouldn't 
recommend military service to anyone now.” 

“I'm re�red Navy, my grandfather served in WW1, 
my father was a WW2, Korea, and Vietnam Army 
Veteran, and my sister re�red a�er 30 years in the 
Army. I would be hard pressed to recommend 
enlistment under this administra�on, given the 
highly poli�cized senior officer corps.” 

“This veteran will not be encouraging anyone to go 
into the military un�l long a�er the woke culture is 
cleaned out of the leadership.” 

“I am a veteran of 25 years. My en�re family from 
grandfather to grand children have served or s�ll 
serving. All have re�red except for 2 grandchildren 
that chose to leave the military because of all the 
woke classes that are mandatory to atend are 
being threatened with less than honorable 
discharge if they refuse. I will not recommend 
anyone going in the military un�l they get rid of the 
woke Generals and Secretary of Defense.” 

“Same story as so many others, I myself served in 
Afghanistan, my brother two tours in Iraq, my 
father a Naval Academy Grad. and US Marine, his 
father was Navy during Korea and on and on. In our 
family it was always considered a DUTY to serve 
our na�on and our people. That duty ended the 
day this regime was illegally installed into power 
and our na�on stopped serving the will of the 
people. My sons WILL NOT be serving against the 
cons�tu�on and our own freedom in the le�s 
agenda to sell us out to be ruled by interna�onal 
overlords in a Global eli�st controlled authoritarian 
socialist system. This country has become-under 
current leadership-EVERYTHING our forefathers 
before us fought to keep from our shores. To serve 
under this current regime would be to betray 
everything we fought and so many died for.” 

“We have served already, honorably. Not our 
responsibility to also recruit for the armed service 
of America now a�erwards. Stop dishing the 
systemic problems back onto us servicemembers, 
when the management (elected poli�cian's and 
policymakers) can't keep things in order.” 

“Served 20, re�red in 95, had a parent who served 
22. Up un�l 2 years ago I would recommend at 
least one enlistment. But no longer would I 
recommend it to anyone, any more than I would 
recommend living in NY, CA or any "blue" state. The 
military has long required the top echelons to be 
poli�cal to achieve their goals-but now it is 
required throughout the ranks. This is in large part 
to cowardly leadership, who refuse to protect 
members from social whims of the ruling party. If 
you want an elite force-then start protec�ng the 
organiza�on from poli�cians who view them as just 
the same as the rest of the ci�zens. THEY ARE NOT 
JUST THE SAME. I am proud of my service and my 
organiza�on and the things we accomplished, but 
am very ashamed of current military leaders who 
have forgoten "service before self.” 

“I spent 23 in the military. It was broken when I 
re�red in 2016. It’s s�ll broken. The promo�on 
system is biased. Leadership has no interest in 
taking care of service members. Lastly, I have been 
disrespected many �mes when I go on base to 
shop by ac�ve duty ego driven service members. 
It’s no longer honor, courage, & commitment. They 
are pushing junk ideals on a figh�ng military force. I 
stuck around for my pension. Not sure I would do it 
again. They’ve made it impossible to navigate 
fairly.” 

“This military is not the military it used to be...as a 
re�red vet, I now discourage entry into military...” 

“My family and I have all served in the military. 
WW2, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. My 
grandsons expressed an interest in serving as well, 
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but we have strongly discouraged them in following 
the family tradi�on due to the woke focus of the 
military and the current leadership. Don't want our 
boys led by a diversity hire rather than a well-
trained warrior.” 

“I did recommend military service for many years, 
but now with the WOKE military a�tude I refuse to 
do so. So many changes where men aren't always 
as they seem. Amid special request for trans 
facili�es in boot camp and other training facili�es it 
just isn't about na�onal security and defense any 
longer. Cater to the special needs or regret it.” 

“I served proudly in the military as well as 
members of my family. That was at a �me when 
you believed in what you were doing, you believed 
in your leadership and you loved your country. 
Today, the way this administra�on and military 
leadership are making a mockery of our military 
and quite honestly our country, why bother.” 

“Let's see... liberals made a concerted effort to 
remove recruiters and ROTC/JROTC programs from 
schools and colleges. Military leadership worries 
more about inclusivity, diversity, and pronoun use 
than it does about killing enemies and winning 
wars. America's posi�on in the world declines with 
each Democrat administra�on. 

As a 21+ yr veteran, I get asked all the �me about 
service careers. I used to promote military service, 
but stopped back in 2009. Since 2020 I ac�vely 
discourage young people from joining. If they want 
to serve, there are opportuni�es at every church, 
and in every community. You don't need to join the 
woke, misguided military to make a difference.” 

“I served 21 years in the Marines. Loved every 
minute of it, even a�er being wounded twice. But 
today, with the leadership in Washington there is 
no way I would recommend a young man or 
woman to join. We’ve had wars going since 91. 

Biden is determined to get us into another. It’s a 
shame how this country treats its veterans today!” 

“I served thirteen years in the Army, both as an 
enlisted soldier and an officer. I too do not want my 
kids or grandkids to serve in the military. The focus 
on DEI seems to have taken over the military and I 
don't see that changing in the near future. Why is a 
person with high blood pressure not qualified for 
service, but a person, on hormones, with gender 
dysphoria does qualify for service??” 

“I am a Veteran, but un�l this corrupt 
administra�on is either charged with corrup�on or 
they are voted out, I would advise any young 
person to NOT enlist.” 

“I'm a veteran and I talked my son OUT of joining 
the military. It was a sad thing for me to do b/c he 
really wants to serve his country, and I'm all for 
that. The reality though is that anyone joining our 
military today isn't serving our country, they're 
serving a corrupt poli�cal regime that cares 
NOTHING about our Republic and only about 
increasing their own wealth and poli�cal power. 
And they'd happily send American soldiers off to 
die in a war to, say, prop up a money laundering 
opera�on in Ukraine, fight for oil so they 'elites" 
can keep flying their private jets while forcing the 
rest of us into EV's, etc.” 

“I joined the US Army right before 9/11 and was set 
on pu�ng in a good 30 years of service. I did 16 
years, three deployments and went from private to 
1st Lieutenant. As a lieutenant I was ranked 3rd out 
of 42 in my batalion. The army started to downsize 
during the Obama years and let go all those that 
served honorably in Iraq and Afghanistan for the 
smallest infrac�ons. I was let go in 2017 right a�er 
securing a XO posi�on. So no, I will never have any 
of my two sons serve and I always recommend all 
younger people to find another path. The military 
preaches loyalty, but it's a one way street. They 
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want your loyalty, but they will never return it in 
kind.” 

“As a former combat veteran, I would highly 
recommend service in the U.S. military. Just not 
right now. Wait for a couple years a�er they get rid 
of the whole upper command level and get their 
heads and buts wired together. WOKE and DEI 
have no place in the military. Right now, you are 
beter off ge�ng training in a number of other 
ways to make a good living that are readily 
available and won't put you in student debt for a 
useless degree.” 

“Good luck changing the minds of young people 
who have spent 12+ years in our public educa�on 
system being brainwashed with the le�'s 
propaganda, lol. Why do you think there is a 
recruitment shortage now? Because these younger 
genera�ons have been brainwashed by our 
educa�on system that America is evil and they 
should not support their own country.” 

“I served for 15+ years. I wouldn’t recommend 
military service to anyone under the Biden 
Administra�on or any le�ist government. It’s the 
military and not a taxpayer funded social 
experiment. The le� says they respect the military 
and veterans but it’s all lip service.” 

“As a Marine veteran I recommend no one serve 
this administra�on.” 

“Recruitment and Reten�on would go up if they 
just stopped with all this woke BS. Why would I, as 
a 22 year Veteran, want to inspire young adults to 
join a Military that is more interested in poli�cal 
correctness and gender issues than training them 
for combat? This Democra�c push to castrate our 
Military's figh�ng force has to first be reversed.” 

“The only reason I could recommend anyone to 
join todays military is if they wanted free sex 
change surgery.” 

“The ques�on is why would we veterans encourage 
enlistment in a military that has lost the focus on 
those things that made our military great, those 
things we loved best about it?” 

“Out of EVERY VETERAN in my circle of friends, 
WOULD NOT RECOMMEND enlis�ng in the armed 
forces un�l our poli�cal stance in the world stage 
changes. With demanding mandatory COVID shots, 
3 of my career military friends were cut for NOT 
TAKING THE SHOT, and 2 saw the direc�on the le� 
was taking and did NOT reenlist. All decorated 
veterans who take GREAT PRIDE IN THE COUNTRY 
THEY FOUGHT FOR!!” 

“12 year AF veteran. No way I would try to steer 
anyone to service under the current leadership.” 

“I served 22-years, between my brothers and father 
we've given 85 years to this country. I loved those 
22-years, but I could not in good conscience 
recommend the military to anyone today. I don't 
trust the leadership of today's military to do what's 
best for the country versus their poli�cal desires. 
The military is supposed to be apoli�cal but today’s 
General officers are nothing more than poli�cians 
with stars on their shoulders.” 

“A�er 26 years in the military, I would never 
recommend anyone to join this woke joke of an 
army.” 

“We won't do it. Woke poli�cs has no place in the 
military and the Senior Leadership are a disgrace to 
the services they serve in and our country. They 
have made our military a laughing stock and an 
embarrassment worldwide. You have lost my trust 
and willingness to encourage others to join though 
I am s�ll proud to have served my country.” 

“"Veterans" know what the military WAS like, and 
know what it has become. Why would ANY veteran 
recommend service in today's woke military, to 
anyone ?? Our military commanders are mostly 
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concerned about poli�cs or feelings. Our military is 
so� and pathe�c. God forbid we need to depend 
on them while xiden or any dems are in office.” 

“We could recommend the miiltary, but we won't. 
The military has become just another woke en�ty 
and puts ALL of its members in harm's way with the 
"new" training and "indoctrina�on". "Cultural 
Awareness" classes are disguised CRT and "woke"-
ness. Many include the ridiculous "1619 project" 
and say systemic racism is prevalent today. I served 
in 'Nam, but told my grandson to stay away. Today's 
military, for the most part, is a disaster looking for a 
place to happen.” 

“As a veteran and son of a veteran I would never 
ever recommend going into the military in todays 
woke climate. Senior leadership is failing, our CIC is 
a joke and will get us into a war sooner than later. 
Our military has declined drama�cally in just the 
last two years but started going downhill before 
that.” 

“Combat veteran here, I absolutely refuse to 
recommend anyone serve in today’s Military. From 
what I see it has become an extremely weak woke 
scared group on fragile so� people lead by 
incompetence at the highest level. Stay away.” 

“I'm a veteran. No thanks. I'll do what I can to 
discourage the next genera�on from serving with a 
bunch of sodomites and cultural Marxists.” 

“I am a veteran. OIF and OEF. I will never 
recommend for anyone to serve in the military. Its 
woke and broke. NAVY” 

“Get the military squared away again and I'll 
recommend it to the young folks again.” Navy 
Master Chief 

“I have no doubt in my mind with the way the 
current illegi�mate regime in charge disregards 
every other facet of the cons�tu�on and the 

disdain they have for anyone expressing patrio�c 
ideology that it's only a mater of �me before 
they're turning the military into a force u�lized for 
domes�c warfare against our own ci�zens and 
anyone else who refuses to bow the knee to the 
Globalist overlords they currently serve. And the 
sad part is it will be the veterans and those who are 
most patrio�c and willing to defend our na�on’s 
longstanding ideals and liberty of the people who 
they will target and seek to eliminate first. Serving 
under this regime is too much a risk of being a 
traitor to our na�on to recommend service to 
anyone who actually values freedom and believes 
in the cons�tu�on.” 

“This has everything to do with the woke agenda, 
these sellout poli�cians are the reason why 
zoomies don't want to enlist and it's a reason why 
veterans like myself that will not in good 
conciseness talk them into military service because 
the poli�cians do not represent the values the 
military once stood for.” 

“Yes, vets "could" encourage the next genera�on, 
but the military leadership is destroying the 
services with their WOKE, Racial, and Gender 
iden�ty poli�cs. Our schools do not teach CIVICS, 
but do teach BLM, Gender, and Racial dysphoria. 
There is a movement going on that seems to be for 
one thing, DESTROY THE USA, from within.” 

“24 years in the military and re�red, my 18 year old 
grandson asked for advice about the military. He 
loves this country but is concerned about what’s 
happening within the ranks. I told him straight out 
he should wait un�l the country destroying 
democrats are out of office. Plain and simple poor 
leadership. Poor decisions from the top. Company 
Commanders that are afraid to make decisions.” 

“Americans want to serve. They just don't want to 
serve under tyranny.” 
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“My father bought me a T t-shirt once that said on 
it “I am a veteran, like my father and grandfather 
before me.” It was very common when I was in that 
some one’s father had been to Vietnam and their 
grandfather WW2. In other words, we had a 
military lineage, many of us stretching back far 
beyond WW2. It is a mater of family pride that we 
stood and defended this na�on, we were the ones 
who protected our people, we were the ones who 
would do the things many could not or would not 
do. We did not do it for medals, or glamor, or even 
a simple thank you. We did it because it was our 
duty. When I was a wee lad if someone would ask 
what I wanted to be when I grew up my answer 
was a soldier. It was not called that then but I got 
out because of “woke”. It started before Clinton but 
it was his “don’t ask, don’t tell” that really put it 
into high gear. Drag shows are just a symptom of 
the problem. The problem is a lowering of the 
standard. My reason for ge�ng out was that as a 
white male I would have never made it past the 
rank of E-7. If I made it that high. The focus became 
public percep�on and not the ability to break 
things and kill the enemy. The face of the military 
has gone from Audie Murphy to now Rachel Levine. 
And with what our military has become many of us 
would never suggest to our sons or grandsons that 
they join now. And when the majority of those who 
serve and fight come from families that did, and 
those families quit sending their sons to serve and 
fight, you are going to have a tough �me filling the 
ranks.” 

“The last ten years or so have been extremely 
difficult and in command jobs things are even more 
difficult. DIE mee�ngs are mandatory and making 
space and �me for Muslim airmen to pray to Mecca 
became a priority.  I’ve avoided alphabet morale 5K 
runs and I’ve grited my teeth through diversity 
seminars. I plan to re�re in March 2024 and I’m 
already coun�ng the days.” 

“Confidence, hell, I can't even understand or relate 
with them anymore, and I re�red from it.  They 
tossed every custom and tradi�on out the door 
along with most of their sanity and morality.  Most 
of its a hollow force, or farce, full on dog and pony 
show, sad part is they don't even seem to know it.” 

“I'm a re�red twenty year vet and although I had a 
great career I couldn't, and wouldn't, recommend 
anyone going into the military in this day and age.” 

“Someday we're going to look back on this �me 
and be absolutely appalled how unbelievably 
ignorant/woke some people were. This is why 
military recrui�ng and even Academy entrance 
interest is way down, average people can't 
countenance this mindset. I'm from an Air Force 
family, we all served in the USAF and this appalls 
me.” 

“I too am from an Air Force/military family, 
genera�ons deep. Only one cousin’s son from the 
next genera�on. And I told my only son no way are 
you dying for this regime.” 

“Air Force veteran...1976-1982......Never once did I 
witness, hear or learn of any racial discrimina�on. 
How has it goten worse, according to military 
leaders, over the years? Maybe because they 
"look" for and "teach" people to be vic�ms.” 

“As a re�red Army officer (serving both enlisted 
and officer ranks) I was always suppor�ve and 
proud to serve. A�er leaving the service I taught 
high school students at a technical school for 25 
years. I always discussed the many career 
opportuni�es the students had, and the military 
was always one discussed in detail (the Pros and 
Cons), separa�ng truth from the Le�’s decep�on 
and lies regarding the military. 
However, I can no longer recommend the military 
to any young person today, including any of my 20 
grandchildren. The Le�-wing, America-ha�ng, 
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Socialists have infiltrated America’s once proud 
military with their perverted, destruc�ve insanity. 
Void of all common sense, the top brass are self-
serving, ego�s�cal cowards, who put their careers 
and eli�st status far ahead of Duty, Honor and 
Country. These ideologue’s best day wouldn’t equal 
the worst day of a deadbeat private briefly serving 
under Gen George S. Paton. Most of today’s top 
brass are gutless cowards and poli�cal pawns (but 
lickers) of the corrupt and evil Le�-wing zealots. 
Tragic indeed. Where have America’s true, 
America-loving, patrio�c military leaders gone???” 

“As a 20 year re�red veteran I take excep�on to 
everything this present administra�on is doing to 
destroy and degrade every man and woman that 
has ever served this na�on in �me of war or peace. 
We do not have a woke military, we have military 
leaders who need to resign or be court-mar�aled. 
Why anyone would even consider such a thing is 
mind bogging, it will absolutely destroy the 
effec�veness of all our military, who would want to 
serve knowing they would be branded as a deviate, 
as the whole woke thing implies. We don’t need 
woke, we need to wake up and realize that this is 
leading us into a place where if forced to defend 
this country from atack, we won’t have anyone 
willing to say as they have in the past, “Here am I 
send me” it will be, “Hell no, I won’t go!“ 

“As a 26+ year US Navy Re�ree, I am disgusted by 
what I see in our military in today’s world. I live 
near and access a Naval installa�on regularly and 
my blood pressure goes through the roof every 
�me I do.” 

“I am a re�red military officer. At one �me, I 
recommended military service for the young folks I 
thought were worthy of the �tle of “soldier”. Now, I 
discourage all young folks from even thinking about 
joining the WOKE military. The military is no longer 

an organiza�on that deserves the cream of our 
youth.” 

“As a re�red military veteran, it breaks my heart to 
see what is happening to today’s military.” 

“From what I understand (have a son in military), 
the “boots on the ground”, so far, anyway, ignore 
all this woke crap and carry on. Of course, that may 
not be true as one atempts to advance (son is 
younger, and “just” a Lt at this �me.” 

“As a re�red Navy Captain, having served 37 years 
in a U.S. Navy which was not at all similar to this 
nonsensical charade imita�ng our U.S. Military, I 
will first say how relieved I am having re�red before 
all of this came about. Yet, I am very concerned as 
to what our military has become, and fearful for all 
of us as to whom we now have as defenders of our 
na�on and supposedly protec�ng our country’s 
allies (whom appear to be slinking away one-by-
one). I would not, will not, cannot propose military 
service as an op�on for young people today. It is 
sad and certainly makes me wonder where these 
so-called senior officers now in posi�ons to lead 
our military services… where in the heck they came 
from. I never would have realized such ilk wore the 
uniform of a Soldier, Sailor, Airman, or Marine. 
These folks must’ve been hiding in the ranks un�l 
signaled to step forward, and evidently, they did 
indeed saunter forth and are now in charge. God, 
help us.” 

“Here is the issue with the military. I'm 58 and 
served in the navy in the late 80's. I would go back 
in a heartbeat. Problem is that the navy has 
become so PC and did away with all its tradi�ons. If 
I got onto a ship I would probably be sent to 
Captains Mast within the first hour for hur�ng 
someone's feelings and making them cry. Like a 
friend of mine who re�red from the navy reserve 
last year. It's a kinder, gentler navy. Not the navy 
we knew back it the day.” 
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“Yeah, no way would I go back into the military 
under this “woke” regime… un�l the military gets 
back to the basic job func�on of figh�ng and 
winning wars, I’m not interested…” 

“I’m glad I’m re�red, I’m glad I’m done. I could not, 
would not, & DO NOT want any of my (3) serving 
with the current anima�on in DC!” 

“As a third-genera�on Army re�ree, I should be 
encouraging young people to serve but there is no 
way in hell I can do that with any sincerity. On the 
other hand I can honestly encourage young people 
to not serve.” 

“A�er 21 years in the US Army, I speak with some 
experience; there is very litle racism between 
soldiers. You simply cannot live, train, sleep, deploy 
and suffer with other soldiers and s�ll harbor racist 
sen�ments; unless.... those individuals atained 
their posi�on/rank as the result of 
"ins�tu�onalized racism", e.g. racial quotas and 
reduced performance qualifica�ons. I have had 
many subordinates, peers and leaders who have 
earned my respect for their conduct. That said, I 
will also point out that "ins�tu�onalized racism" 
exists when racial preference is used regarding 
promo�ons, assignments and access to schools. I 
was twice passed over for E7 due to "diversity 
quotas", once for a hispanic male and once for a 
black female when I was clearly, quan�ta�vely, 
grossly more qualified. Addi�onally, as a master 
instructor for several years I can point out that 
consistently over 80% of poor performing/remedial 
students and failures were african american 
specifically (a testament to the failure of the public 
school system). Racial quotas foster lesser skill sets 
and weaker leadership and serve to demoralize the 
ranks and have no place in today's military.” 

“The Washington Post stated, "For the academies, 
which educate and train future military officers, 
racial diversity is a crucial mater. Military leaders 

want to ensure, as much as possible, that officers 
reflect the diversity of the na�on and enlisted 
forces." What does the WAPO know about being a 
military leader? Diversity is not nor should it be a 
criteria to selec�on to a service academy. We used 
to use a phrase which describes military service 
well..."There are no black, brown, white, or other 
ethnici�es in the Naval service (Navy and Marine 
Corps)...there are only blue sailors and green 
Marines! That blind eye toward an individual sailor 
or marine's ethnicity is what helps to make a 
cohesive figh�ng force where we fight alongside 
our brothers (and now sisters) regardless of the 
backgrounds they came from. Once they swear the 
Oath and put on our na�on’s uniform...they 
become part of OUR TEAM...period!!! Admission to 
service academies should be based solely and 
completely on merit. At the Naval Academy we 
used to call it, "the whole man (now add woman) 
mul�ple" where each candidate received points for 
each part of their prepara�on...i.e. academics, 
athle�cs, community service, work, etc.” 

“Re�red USN O-5, would not serve today, told my 
sons to skip the military.” 

“Wife and I are re�red Air Force E-9 and E-7. 
Unfortunately, we would do the same if our sons 
were s�ll young enough to serve. The ar�cle is 
about public confidence rather than recrui�ng 
goals, but the underlying root cause is the same for 
both. The military is no longer focused on defense.” 

“I cannot in good conscience recommend the same 
path that I took for others, at least not at this �me. 
While you will s�ll learn discipline and teamwork 
which will serve you well for life, this is quite simply 
not the same military that it used to be. If you have 
the inclina�on to serve your country and protect 
our way of life, there are other ways for you to do 
that (and I don't mean police either unless you can 
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find the right police department and poli�cal 
environment).” 

“Don't do it. I'm a 20 yr vet and I never thought I 
would be saying that. I've always encouraged 
military service. Not anymore.” 

“My family has served in every genera�on since we 
came to the US. For the one side of my family that 
goes from the revolu�on to now and for the other 
side it started just a�er the civil war. Not a single 
one of my cousin’s children or mine will be serving 
so they will be the first genera�on of our family not 
to serve. Un�l there are some radical shi�s in 
policy I do not see that any branch of our family 
will be serving, which is a shame because it was 
once an honorable way of giving back to a country 
that has given us so much.” 

“I admit up front that I did not serve in our military. 
That said, there is one and only one way to restore 
trust in our armed forces. Clean out the 'woke' 
socialist poison injected into our military by the 
vicious voluntarily brain dead le� wing. Eradicate 
deadly false concepts such as DEI, 'racism', etc. and 
replace them with unflinching dedica�on to the 
concepts of patrio�sm and excellence in 
performing one's job. Those who rise through the 
ranks not because of their competence but 
because they are a certain gender or race or have a 
certain sexual preference are �cking bombs wai�ng 
to go off when the figh�ng starts and they will get 
somebody, perhaps many people, military and 
civilians alike, killed. The unease which those who 
have a genuine American a�tude, respect for 
freedom and individual rights and their defense, 
feel for our armed forces is soundly based on the 
fact of the malevolent nonsense being poured into 
our military thinking by the le� wing. The only cure 
is absolute rejec�on of that nonsense.” 

“Eight grandchildren, six are grandsons. Advising to 
NOT join military or accept commissions. Re�red 
Marine and followed uncles into Corp! 

“Let’s see: 

• Woke, and CRT is telling white recruits they 
are responsible for all ills for all �me 

• You get wounded and have to rely on VA 
medical centers for your treatment, 
assuming you can find an appointment 
with one 

• You can get tossed out for refusing to take 
an injec�on of a substance whose long 
term side effects have not been studied 
and whose short term side effects are 
par�cularly pronounced in your age group 

• You get to fight in places and for “causes” 
that are in no way the business of the US 
and are, in fact, a poorly paid mercenary 

• You’re figh�ng to supposedly defend a 
country that has a policy of not defending 
its own borders, so why bother 

• You’re figh�ng for a poli�cal system that 
actually hates you 

• You have to take orders from a person 
(C/JCS) that has, arguably, commited 
treason and another person (Biden) that 
has also, arguably, commited both treason 
and embezzlement 

What’s not to like?” 

“Why nobody wants to join the military. Grab a 
coffee. Recruitment numbers are way down. Sign 
on bonuses are at an all-�me high. The 
Government has no problem recklessly spending 
money on the military, so what’s the problem? I’ll 
tell you. (Veteran of Iraq wars): 
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1. No faith in the administra�ve state. Come 
on…Is this one really so hard to figure out. 
Most combat arms troops generally come 
from right-wing or conserva�ve 
backgrounds. You’ve been spending the 
last 4-6 years dragging police and military 
through the mud, most conserva�ve. 

2. You’ve got a weaponized DOJ, ATF, FBI, CIA, 
and God knows what else. It’s no mystery 
that they are being specifically used to 
target Conserva�ves. Do you really expect 
a rural Conserva�ve to join a combat arms 
MOS when you’re telling them they are 
terrorists and extremists? 

3. A woke military. I can’t believe this one 
even needs to be men�oned, but isn’t it 
obvious? Like it or not, the military is an 
environment of alphas who are being 
trained to kill human beings. The poli�cal 
token of the woke culture has no place in 
military ranks. 

4. War is a deadly environment, and soldiers 
need to be focused on their job, not on 
your made up Marxist bullcrap. Don’t even 
men�on soldiers being kicked out over the 
coof poke. Get out of here with that 
cowardly BS. 

5. 20 years of lies will make you wise. Some of 
us have been there and bought the T-shirt. 
You know that the Government is willing to 
lie to get their way. They don’t care who 
they hurt, or who dies. As long as those 
military industrial complex checks are wet, 
they are good. 

6. To make it even worse, we know Dick 
Cheney lied about WMDs. He lives a 
comfortable life outside of a prison cell 
while our troops live on the streets. 

Experience is the greatest teacher, so 
obviously why would a young person with 
half a brain sign up for that? 

7. The people who are currently serving are 
treated like 2nd rate ci�zens. I 
mean…would you join the military if you 
knew the answer to infla�on was to “go get 
on food stamps”. That’s not a very 
comfor�ng prospect, is it? 

8. Also, knowing your going to be subjected 
to woke cri�cal race theory, inclusiveness, 
and no telling what le�ist poli�cally driven 
“training” is enough to make anyone run 
the other way. 

9. You’re not worth dying for. Think about it. 
Society has spent the last 4-6 years telling 
us how bad America is, how bad military 
and law enforcement members are, and 
how unfair life is in our Country. We’ve 
been told our masculinity is toxic and that 
we are racists. 

10. Society is si�ng on their buts and have 
zero work ethic, and there’s a lot of great 
jobs out there that pay beter than the 
military and don’t subject you to loss of life 
and limb over half of society wan�ng you 
dead because of who you are and your 
poli�cal iden�ty. 

11. They don’t want to fight Americans. Yep…I 
said it. The wri�ng is on the wall. Many 
areas are already star�ng to peacefully 
Balkanize, if only in the logis�cal sense of 
banking, goods, and services. It’s 
happening Geographically, too. Look at the 
mass exodus from CA. 

12. Depression in our youth is at an all-�me 
high. They feel defeated and downtrodden. 
They feel like society doesn’t support 
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them. All they have is their family and 
friends for support. They aren’t dumb, 
either. Gen Zs are very well educated. They 
see the turmoil our Gov is causing. 

13. The God honest truth is that Gen Z is more 
afraid of our own Government than anyone 
else in the World. Why should they wear 
your uniform when you support disarming 
us? Why in the world would they risk their 
lives for you? 

14. Troops from the last 20 years of war are 
parents now. What do think we are telling 
our kids? LOL. You’re INSANE if you think 
we are recommending our kids sign up for 
your endless wars. 

15. We are �red of endless wars. I don’t think 
Gen Z is comprised of cowards. I think they 
are smart enough to realize what they are 
signing up for. They would rather take their 
chances with the thousands of GWOT 
veterans in the streets of America if we are 
invaded. 

16. Invasion is the only way you’ll get a lot of 
them to be willing to take up arms. In 
which case, they will have 1,000s of 
capable GWOT vets to help them survive. 
Don’t worry, we will find equipment. While 
y’all are playing drag, we will defend the 
Country. 

“Very comprehensive and well stated case for the 
current state of why military recruitment is in the 
dumpster. As someone who made military service a 
career, I’m ashamed to say that I firmly believe the 
senior military leadership cannot be trusted. 
There’s no place for woke in war.” 

“As a current service member, I can wholeheartedly 
agree with all of the points made on this post, and 
it’s such a tragedy to see what our military has 

become. It’s only going to get worse from here, 
ladies and gentlemen.” 

“Excellent thread! I did serve, but now I don't 
encourage any young person to join.” 

“Yep. This is accurate. I know when I got out Dec 
2020 there was a mass exodus at our unit. Large 
segments of enlisted E4-E6 were bailing, me 
included.” 

“Well said all around. I was 10 when we invaded 
Iraq. The lies were glaringly obvious. My family 
knew. Some�mes I regret not joining, but mostly I 
don’t. I’m the first person in my family line since 
the American Revolu�on not to serve. I’m not dying 
for THIS.” 

“Exactly why I didn’t reenlist, just wasn’t worth it 
anymore. I wanted to stay but my last straw was 
the vax.” 

“Good thread! When our son was in high school, 
we talked about it for as long as it took my 
husband, who’s now re�red Air Force, to say no. 
Hell no. Not sure he would’ve considered it anyway, 
he saw the govt for what it was long before I did. 
Smart kid, he tried to tell me for years.” 

“If you’ve spoken to a recruiter lately, they’ll tell 
you. It’s the mandatory shot more than anything.” 

“You nailed every point. As one with over 30 years 
of ac�ve duty and civil service I can atest to what 
you’re saying is right. It’s disgus�ng.” 

“This is 100% accurate. My husband is ret'd Army. 
Our eldest was offered an ROTC scholarship, full 
ride. This was 20 yrs ago, but we had already seen 
the wri�ng on the wall. Promo�on went uber 
poli�cal, yes-men over those w/actual tac�cal 
abili�es. My son turned it down.” 
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RE: SecArmy says woke cri�cism hurt recruitment: 

“No ma'am, cri�cisms of the woke military are not 
hur�ng recrui�ng. It is the woke military that is 
hur�ng recrui�ng. All this diversity and inclusion is 
what's making people not want to serve and needs 
to stop. The Army I came up in was a legi�mate 
Army. 1995-2015” 

“Who is defending the women who don’t want to 
be assaulted in the shower by biological men? I 
think that might be undermining recrui�ng. I ask 
every poten�al female recruit: do you want to 
shower with men who claim to be women? That’s 
not the Army they want to join.” 

Marine: “Perhaps it's not the cri�cism that is 
affec�ng the recrui�ng and reten�on but the actual 
example of wokeness that current and former 
soldiers pass to their family and friends causing you 
to lose support in one of the primary sources for 
manpower?” 

Veteran: “In this current poli�cal climate at the 
DoD, I would never recommend my child join the 
military. I am a veteran and I warn them against it 
now.” 

USAF: “I served 20 years and my 3 sons will never 
join the Military. I will disown them and exclude 
them from my Will if they do.” 

“Blaming the weatherman for the bad weather.” 

More comments: htps://starrs.us/top-army-
official-blames-an�-woke-rhetoric-of-right-for-
severe-recrui�ng-crisis/  

“I too served and re�red from the military in 2003. 
I then went back to civil service in a HQ billet in 
special opera�ons command and was unfortunate 
to have a front row seat to the destruc�on that was 
brought to bear against the once proud DOD.  
    I voluntarily took a deferred re�rement and le� 

as the absolute insane policies were being dictated 
down from the pentagon, and the yes men in the 
HQ's were implemen�ng them as fast as they 
could. 
     “There was a purge of anyone in leadership 
posi�ons who offered an ounce of resistance. 
Those that were not fired, quit in disgust. 
     There was also a purge of warriors from our 
ranks. Anyone who had the testosterone and 
warrior mindset that it takes to brutally destroy the 
enemy's will to fight were court-mar�aled for 
sexual harassment for the smallest perceived 
infrac�on or forced into indoctrina�on training 
Those le� are mealy-mouthed metrosexuals who 
need mental health counseling as the sight of a 
confederate flag. Many are not manly enough to 
face the horrors of war, much less being captured 
and tortured by our enemy. 
     If someone had as their sole purpose the 
destruc�on of our ability to wage war against our 
enemies, they could not have been more successful 
than the Obama administra�on. I will leave the 
conclusions to the readers.” 

“Preach! Both my wife and I are re�red Army 
officers who advised our kid not to go into the 
Army. She is a serving Navy officer and based on 
her accounts it is as f’d up too. The bureaucrats in 
the Pentagon have an agenda that is at odds with 
the na�onal interest.” 

“Spoke to a cousin of mine who s�ll lives in the 
midwest where we grew up. Almost everyone we 
knew had family in the military. I asked him how 
many guys from his son's HS were enlis�ng and he 
said its not like when we were in HS and could only 
think of one. It ain't happening.” 

“My son is currently serving. Enlisted with a 
different president. I forbade my kids to join the 
Marines. I was the last genera�on in my family 
since WWII to serve in the Marines. I s�ll love the 

https://starrs.us/top-army-official-blames-anti-woke-rhetoric-of-right-for-severe-recruiting-crisis/
https://starrs.us/top-army-official-blames-anti-woke-rhetoric-of-right-for-severe-recruiting-crisis/
https://starrs.us/top-army-official-blames-anti-woke-rhetoric-of-right-for-severe-recruiting-crisis/
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Corps, but I don’t trust our government to value 
Marines lives.” 

“My family has served this country going all the 
way back to Valley Forge. I will be the last to serve 
if I have any say-so.” 

“Re�red as a promotable 0-4 in 2017. Hated to go 
but could see the wri�ng on the wall. Cannot 
imagine trying to serve in the current environment 
of a corrupted culture.” 

“As a gwot veteran, I also look at it this way - I’ve 
been told as I atended college post that most of 
our problems were straight white males. Fair 
enough. Un�l the ranks are filled with gays, poc 
and women I care not having another single white 
male defend anything.” 

“The talented military folks are like the shop 
owners we see on the videos—just watching shit 
get stolen knowing if they step in they will get 
punished.” 

“My daughter was thinking of joining the service. I 
wanted to make her aware that her leaders and the 
government would throw her under the bus in a 
heartbeat to make themselves look good in a bad 
situa�on. Also wanted to make her aware that in 
she were injured in the line of duty, the 
government would fail her. She decided to going 
into the medical field instead. She doesn't have to 
rely on the government for anything.” 

“I served a lot of years ago with pride and 
dis�nc�on.. you couldn't pay me enough to join 
this new military.” 

“You don't know the flood of talent that is ge�ng 
the hell out as soon as their hitches are up!” 

Re Academic saying woke in military is overblown: 

“Feaver supports the woke agenda in the military 
and le� out the most important point. The largest 

number of recruits are children of former military 
personnel not le� leaning ideologs. Almost all 
former military personnel are completely against 
the woke policies in the military and are telling 
their children to not join the current military. 28 
years in the Air Force and I would never tell anyone 
to join the current military.” 

“These claims are NOT overblown. Sadly, we do 
have a woke military, sans the few American-loving 
conserva�ves who went into the military before 
Obama got his hands on it. From that point, it all 
went downhill. You must understand the mindset 
of the majority of those who choose to go into the 
military in the past. For the most part, they love 
their country and are very proud to serve. Many of 
them come from families with a very long lineage 
of military members. But once “wokeness” was 
thrust upon our military members, the 
conserva�ves became disgruntled and literally 
served through the �me frame they had agreed to. 
Now, those going in are mostly made up of people 
who can’t get a job, want to get a free educa�on, 
and see the world. Honestly, I don’t want a bunch 
of woke snowflakes leading the way in our military. 
Bring back REAL men, and wise women.” 

“You mean telling the truth are making things 
worse.” 

“My oldest daughter was in ROTC in high school, 
and now in college, she hasn’t graduated yet. A 
year away from gradua�ng, she has decided not to 
go into military service. Many of her ROTC friends 
are serving already and are complaining about the 
Woke agenda classes they have to endure.” 

“Missing the point. Those who are in that smaller 
pool tend to be more conserva�ve and turned off 
by the “woke” policies. They need to pull their 
heads out and realize it is not the far le� that joins 
the military, it is center le� and right. People who 
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do not want to be told they are oppressors or 
vic�ms.” 

“Do people really think that the leadership in the 
military are going to admit that their ac�ons are 
the reasons enlistment is down. I know people with 
14, 15 years in who are ge�ng out “just” because 
of “woke” prac�ces. There is no “pride” in their 
branch of the military, no pride in service. When I 
was in we were proud of our branch, unit or ship. 
Today I see the military reaching out to people who 
could not have served with us and at the same �me 
neglec�ng people who are perfectly capable of 
serving.” 

“Don’t believe this for a second. Heard from too 
many recent “lifers” that abandoned the military 
because of the current liberal policies.” 

“Back when I was in the Navy, personnel weren’t 
coddled as they are now. My son just completed 20 
years in the Marines, re�ring as a staff sgt and he 
said woke policies were beginning to affect that 
branch as well when he re�red a couple years back. 
When the Pentagon says woke hasn’t invaded the 
military, it’s lying. I’d advise anyone considering the 
military, don’t! It’s not what it used to be.” 

“Please don’t call this person an expert. He is in his 
ivory tower looking down saying “all is good, 
nothing to see here.” You want the truth? Go to the 
service members and their families, boots on the 
ground. I served. This so called “expert” is clueless 
and out of touch.” 

“My son is in year 6 of service he says it’s wokeness 
killing the military.” 

“I am a military re�ree, my father was a military 
re�ree, my son served in the military, both of my 
daughters are married to veterans and two of my 
grandchildren are veterans. My family has been 
involved in every major military conflict since 
WWII. One thing we all agree upon, no one will 

recommend military service to anyone un�l our 
country cleans out the current poli�cal and military 
leadership and loyal Americans are once again 
running our na�on. We have total incompetence at 
the top and if nothing changes our country will fall 
to China.” 

“Not surprising that there would be a study to 
debunk the impact that Woke is having on the 
military. I work with people in the military and 
Woke is having a nega�ve impact. Not just on 
them, but their children as well, who are not being 
encouraged to follow in the parent’s steps.” 

“Let’s pose it another way. Does Feaver think that 
for example the drag queens on submarines 
atracts more recruits than it repels? Other factors 
aside, is there a net gain or loss to the branches as 
a result of DEI implementa�on?” 

“Another scholar trying to explain to the masses 
what is wrong with our military. And like many 
others, he is not a former military personnel, which 
means he truly has no inclina�on as to why 
recrui�ng numbers are down. He is right that the 
individuals eligible are lazy, obese, and couldn’t 
meet the standards, but that is what the military 
has changed, they are now extremely diverse and 
will not discriminate against those things. The real 
reason the recruitment numbers are down is 
because of two things, children are taught 
everything but na�onal pride in school and they 
don’t want to be housed or trained with those who 
claim to be transgender. Females do not want to 
shower with a biological male, males do not want a 
female within their barracks rooms/showers, and 
they are �red of being force fed the BS the LGBTQ 
community is requiring in military training. Scholars 
who have never served know absolutely nothing 
about the military, nor does poli�cians and their 
literature pieces should be used for nothing other 
than kindling to build a fire.” 
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“Sounds like he is an expert……………..at being 
wrong. I served and can tell you woke policies ARE 
a huge factor.” 

“The obesity and all the health issues happened. 
Just since Biden’s been President? Nothing to do 
with the �ming of the woke policies that you guys 
forced on our military being the same? obvious 
who payed for your take on this!” 

“Most young men and women who volunteer to 
serve in our armed forces are not radical le�ies. 
While there are many reasons why people make 
the decision to be an officer or enlist, like love of 
country, a family tradi�on, a sense of duty, the thrill 
of adventure, limited job opportuni�es in their 
hometown, etc… you can bet that the radical le�’s 
woke ideology is not one of the top reasons. In 
fact, most of the ac�ve duty guys that I’ve spoken 
with feel that the woke ideology is being shoved 
down their throats. The woke ideology not only 
drives people off of ac�ve duty, but it also acts as a 
deterrent to future genera�ons choosing to serve.” 

“I was in from ’84 to ’04 & I used to ac�vely 
encourage kids to go into the military. Not today. 
Now I ac�vely discourage it.” 

“The so-called experts need to look at ALL of the 
recrui�ng problems. Woke policies, failure to award 
medals for those earned, failure to promote 
despite high scores on exams, punishing MEN for 
being able to do their jobs well but being too heavy 
yet women have different standards (not on paper 
but in reality they do), a culture in at least one 
branch of ignoring problems instead of addressing 
them. I spent 30 years in the military and 
encountered all of these. WHY would anyone want 
to work in a place with these sorts of things going 
on? And no one in the military listens and so none 
of these problems get addressed. Then the military 
wonders why it has recrui�ng problems.” 

“I served for 34 years from 1987 to 2021. I would 
not enlist now and don’t encourage anyone to 
enlist because of the woke policies and training 
you’re forced to atend!” 

“Enlisted in the U.S.M.C. in 1964, saw too many 
John Wayne movies, and to this day s�ll believe in 
this country. Back then, the U.S. military s�ll had a 
sense of pride in itself. Now we have the general’s 
who let a POTUS, and his administra�on make our 
military look like complete idiot’s, and no one to be 
feared, or respected! Had one administra�on clown 
that was a former Admiral in the most powerful 
navy in the world actually say “I didn’t see any 
chaos from my perch” in a public news broadcast 
a�er video’s of Afghani’s were shown hanging off of 
military planes evacua�ng said country! General’s 
have become nothing more than poli�cians in 
uniforms, and a real military man, or woman 
would’ve resigned rather than let this 
administra�on stain the honor of their men, and 
women as they did in Afghanistan!” 

“I proudly served, but I advise youth today not to 
do it because of the misuse of power. i.e. the woke 
requirements, forced vaccina�ons, etc.” 

“We’re a genera�onal military family. Our boys 
were not encouraged to join. It’s so disappoin�ng, 
but what straight, white male would want to join a 
racist, woke organiza�on like the US military? There 
is no successful career path for them while racist, 
DEI policies dictate the governments’ values.” 

“I volunteered… served, ac�ve duty, ‘62-‘66. No 
way I’d serve under the current “woke” leadership. 
Use the wrong pronoun, and end up with an Ar�cle 
15 (or whatever the current equivalent). I use to 
advise young fellows to enlist, and even consider 
the military as a career… no more. No way, no 
how…!” 
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“When I served I entered boot camp in 1985 and 
the Drill instructors let me know how lucky I was 
they couldn’t physically punish the new recruits 
anymore but they made up for it by training us to 
the point of exhaus�on to where some had to be 
removed by an ambulance. I was proud of the 
toughness and I was equally proud of my 
accomplishments when the drill instructors pushed 
me to be a candidate for Ranger school. When my 
son went in seven years ago, I was disappointed, he 
didn’t get the old barracks without A/C or even the 
new ones with A/C and 50 guys in a bay, he got 
some kind of dorm to share with a “batle buddy” 
who was sensi�ve and gay, he got �me out cards 
for stress, he didn’t do some of the more 
dangerous exercises I was proud to accomplish as 
they had changed. I thank all who serve as it is an 
honor so few today will willingly commit to but I 
don’t think we are tough enough for an honor that 
should require more strength and character than 
what our society has now setled on. When called 
upon do defend our freedom, stand against tyranny 
of other na�ons or serve the interests of our 
country, our soldiers must be tough enough to be 
the few who can do the job.” 

“There are poten�al recruits known for endurance, 
loyalty, and strength who will not join an 
organiza�on that can’t decide what its actual goals 
are. As such, this Administra�on has 
disenfranchised the very people who used to be 
most likely to join and be willing to fight – there are 
no woke replacements.” 

“Sadly respect for the military has been dwindling 
as the military has basically turned into a poli�cal 
tool. It’s just not the pres�ge it once was to have 
children and/or family members serving in the 
military.” 

“I don’t buy that. The friends I have who are 
veterans are telling their kids not to go into the 

military. They are disillusioned by how Afghanistan 
was handled (as in why did they watch friends die, 
maybe lose a limb themselves) and the woke stuff. I 
don’t think it’s en�rely the job market and fat kids, 
though they are a factor.” 

“Historically the military ranks are filled with 
conserva�ves. Sure, you have some liberals mixed 
in there but let’s face it, the “defend America” and 
“America First” kinda go hand in hand. So when 
you have a horrible le�ist government like we have 
now, you have low recrui�ng.” 

“For me, and the families of many of my friends 
and several neighbors, for their sons, it was 
obligatory to join our military before being allowed 
to study or get involved in their family’s businesses, 
for the past at least 4 genera�ons. But now, 
nobody wants their kids to be indoctrinated against 
the values of our Founding Fathers and our 
country, let their kids have pervert superiors like 
men dressing as women, leave them exposed to 
DEI and other dividing strategies, and in case of war 
without adequate, well-opera�ng weapons and 
vehicles, and sufficient ammuni�on. This makes, 
for this year alone, 4 non-recruits from this 
rela�vely small number of families, and I’m prety 
sure, that many other families made their decisions 
for the same reasons.” 

“I concur with some of the analysis as they are 
contribu�ng factors! Yet, saying “woke” is 
overblown is a Dem talking point! Most who served 
or re�red were great sales persons to younger 
genera�ons or their children! That is definitely not 
the case now! As a re�red military person, in the 
current environment, I don’t recommend the 
military! Its just the way it is!” 

“Wokeness is PRECISELY the problem.” 

“I live in a state with about 7% of our popula�on 
are veterans… If 5 out of 7 of us are telling our kids 
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“don’t do it” — Then there is no way to replace the 
numbers. Trust me I don’t want my kids learning 
what pronoun is appropriate when they should be 
learning a skill – even if that skill is self 
preserva�on,” 

“As a 20+ year military veteran, trust me – it’s not 
drug use, obesity or health concerns. Young people 
don’t want to serve under a president bought and 
paid for by foreign countries, who can’t tell the 
truth, and who wants them to support insane woke 
policies. It really is that simple.” 

“22 year vet from the Air Force. Agree totally with 
your assessment. I honestly can’t recommend the 
military right now un�l this woke stuff is gone.” 

“I am a Gen Xer. In 2010 the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps did a base to base speaking tour. The 
SgtMaj of the Marine Corps made it clear that the 
USMC was going to Mirror society. December of 
2010. Don’t ask, Don’t tell me as li�ed. Though we 
all had our opinions. We all follow the Orders of 
the POTUS. I le� 3 yes later. The change may have 
been good or bad, There are rules and regs while in 
uniform and Public Displays of affec�on. All that 
went to the wayside, leader were afraid to correct 
because of the possible repercussions that 
followed for good Marines. I re�red 3 years later, 
when my son was a senior, I made it clear that it 
was his decision to serve, but the military have 
become a social experiment. He chose not to Join 
and I could not be happier. I loved the USMC, 
change is inevitable, but there must be good order 
and discipline.” 

“If Feaver is one of the people the military is hiring 
to figure out what the issue is he is failing 
miserably. No one wants to join due to all the woke 
policies.” 

“Newsflash: know your target market. Military 
leaders are playing poli�cs and pandering to woke 

culture while abandoning their core recrui�ng 
popula�on…not too hard to figure out.” 

“Veterans as a group are one of the most important 
recruiters. Almost all my fellow members at my 
veteran’s organiza�on (the largest in the US) feel 
the same. You would be hard pressed to find a 
member who s�ll recommends military service 
today, that wasn’t the case a couple years ago.” 

“I’m re�red military 21 yrs. I would not join todays 
military with the liberal administra�on and liberal 
officers running the military today. would not 
recommend joining to anyone right now. need to 
purge liberal influence.” 

“Won’t allow my grandson to serve!! The fact that 
Corps saved my life but this ain’t the Marine Corps 
or leadership that had!!” 

“My family has a long tradi�on of service and when 
my grandson began discussing enlis�ng it really 
reinforced my concerns about this administra�on 
for a number of reasons. Besides incompetence in 
any number of areas including leadership, na�onal, 
interna�onal, economic, defense, crime and 
educa�onal policies, this administra�on appears to 
be living in a bubble that lacks self awareness and 
consists of only those with the same extreme 
views. 
     This administra�on doesn’t know its audience, 
the American people and how disastrously those 
policies affect everyday Americans. Those who 
serve generally come from strong family 
backgrounds with strong values and belief in 
America. How can this administra�on support 
“woke” policies in every corner of American life 
and expect our best young people to make the 
sacrifices of serving when their service and 
sacrifices are not valued?  
     At schools and universi�es the teacher’s union 
and its minions daily bombard our youth with the 
message that America and all its ins�tu�ons are 
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bad. That the American family is bad. That race is 
the overarching benchmark through which all 
things must be viewed and judged. Even the 
current occupant of the Oval Office openly 
devalues the American people and Cons�tu�on 
saying he sees “nothing special about America” and 
openly disregarding the Cons�tu�on and courts 
when those ins�tu�ons do not match the 
administra�on’s poli�cal rhetoric. 
      What message does this send to young people 
considering military service? While American policy 
has not always benefited those it intended to help, 
generally the American military has done far, far 
more good than any other of the world’s militaries 
and ins�tu�ons. Americans serve because they 
believe they will always be doing good, defea�ng 
evil and bringing freedom to others. That is what 
drives young people to serve, the idea of doing 
good.” 

“Wrong and they know it. The chain of legacy and 
family has been broken. Vets no longer see it as 
honorable to tell their children and grandchildren 
to enter something with policies like they have. 
Honor, strength, jus�ce, valor, they don’t seem to 
be the founda�on anymore. the core values have 
literally been replaced. The values that families 
joined genera�on by genera�on have been 
eroded….and yes by wokeness. So once those 
chains are broken, they will be nearly impossible to 
put back together. Impossible. My daughter made 
it to almost going to OCS for the Marines. Then she 
changed course. o much s�cking it out through all 
the medical holds and informa�on inquires she 
started to wonder what is she pu�ng her life on 
the line for with Biden as CIC. She switched and 
walked away and now says it was the best choice 
she could have made. some members of our family 
were sad but they knew it wasn’t the same military 
they were in. As long as they con�nue to deny this, 
the problem will just grow.” 

“I first enlisted when Reagan was CINC. I re�red 
when BO was in the white house. When people in 
leadership believe in our na�on, its history & 
values, recruitment increases. When leaders 
denigrate our heritage, cri�cize our history, & claim 
America is an evil na�on, systemic racism is 
rampant, & we are guilty of many genocides, (as 
both BO & Brandon have always done) patrio�sm & 
na�onal pride wane, & nobody is willing to join the 
military to defend the na�on. When I re�red, my 
re�rement cer�ficate was signed by BO, & it has no 
value to me. Wish I could have waited �l President 
Trump was commander in chief.” 

“These people will find any excuse other than the 
truth to avoid hur�ng their narra�ve. People don’t 
realize the real damage being done to our military 
and na�onal security because of woke policies. 
woke policies that include Men coming to work 
dressed as women. woke policies that lead to a 
decline in patrio�sm and lack of apprecia�on for 
the flag and its meaning. kids being taught that the 
US is a horrible post colonial racist state. This 
problem will get much worse and watch how the 
military explains away the truth with further lies 
and manipula�on. As countries are preparing for 
conflicts, the US is preparing for con�nued fights 
on how to define a woman.” 

“A miles long ar�cle just to cloud the obvious…..you 
purged patriots from the military. What did you 
expect? You avoid recrui�ng patriots. You force 
vaxx mandates or else. You make woke cartoon 
recrui�ng commercials. You lead with Transves�tes 
in leadership posi�ons. And now you wonder why 
the military has recrui�ng issues. C’mon man!” 

“The military doesn’t like to be called “woke”. They 
say it’s hur�ng their recrui�ng. Here’s an idea, 
DON’T BE WOKE! Instead they want to blame 
others for poin�ng out the truth. Their lying about 
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not being woke only further adds to reasons not to 
trust the military.” 

“Budweiser and Disney both say their policies have 
nothing to do with their poor performances either.” 

“So having the most insane policies in the world 
doesn’t stop people from joining, but complaining 
about the most insane policies does stop people. 
Some kind of argument.” 

“Woke has a lot to do with the decline in recruits. 
My son works in recrui�ng and the direc�ves that 
he gets from up high are a joke!” 

“For years, a percentage of recrui�ng has come 
from the children of veterans following in their 
ancestor's tradi�on. I don't think this person is 
taking into considera�on that many of those 
current veterans are recommending their children 
NOT serve in the military. It is, without ques�on, a 
contributor to declining recrui�ng numbers. I 
would not recommend my grandchildren serve 
while the current mindset of the military is not 
primarily on true readiness.” 

“You know, my youngest son and I were both Army 
officers. He started as a Private and re�red a�er 23 
years as a Major. The Army sent him to an Ivy 
League college to get his masters degree. He 
commanded convoys from Kandahar to brigade 
FOBs and COPs. He ended up in Iraq for a tour as a 
Federal Contrac�ng Officer. When I asked him why 
he was re�ring kind of early, he replied "Dad, you 
wouldn't want to be in today's Army". Why do you 
suppose he said that?” 

“I think this so called expert is wrong. Military 
re�rees and other veterans are encouraging their 
kids to stay out of the service. That's a huge source 
of recruits. I know that I don't want my sons to 
serve under the current condi�ons. This expert also 
says that the DEI and other woke training �me is 

low. He's missing the point. It's the policies that are 
implemented that are 24-7-365.” 

“Oddly enough I find myself in that group. I never 
thought I'd be. Three genera�ons of family served 
in both world wars, the Korean War, the first Gulf 
War and me in the second go around. Never 
thought I'd find myself not recommending the 
military. Watching the current direc�on the country 
is taking is not something I'd fight for nor would I'd 
recommend a son or daughter to do.” 

“My extended family is a military family, both my 
parents were academy. I would say the woke thing 
is very much a barrier. Most of my cousins and I 
would normally have served have lost interest and 
looking for other ways to serve the country. I’m 
looking at law enforcement instead. Two of my 
older cousins went in and their DEI training in fact 
trashes the country as irredeemably racist. One of 
them was told he is the oppressor of the rest of the 
family because were mixed race and he turned out 
looking whiter. I’m not interested in going in now 
with that weirdness.” 

“I le� the military in 2018 because I couldn't stand 
how woke they had become. And it has only 
become much worse since then!” 

“I think “going woke” and the eligible pool of 
recruits are two factors. I was in the USAF from 
1971-75 and recently re�red from DOD as a civil 
servant. Of all the years I spent in public service the 
last in 2021 was the most distasteful. Right a�er 
Biden was inaugurated we had mandatory training 
on Racism. And, if you didn’t think you well racist 
that training was followed by Unconscious Bias, 
which was immediately followed by Extremism. To 
give an idea on the content of the Extremism 
module a young person asked if they should report 
a person with a Trump bumper s�cker on their car. 
The answer Was No because it was a freedom of 
speech mater.” 
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“I also recently re�red from civil service and went 
through the same "woke" training. The training is 
pure BS.” 

“I am from a family with mar�al tradi�ons and 
currently the eldest who carried that on. One 
daughter did a full Army career, in & out of the 
Afghan meatgrinder. I can tell Feaver and the 
others that they're missing the boat in terms of 
woke policies (started during Obama, with high-
heels & pregnancy bellies for men in equity 
apprecia�on training). In my dinner-table 
conversa�ons with people of recruitable age (and 
who are among the few physically fit) the wokeness 
is ABSOLUTELY a big factor in not wan�ng to serve. 
They wish it wasn't so because they'd like to 
explore that. But they are not blind. As someone 
who'd tend to encourage such service, these 
conversa�ons are tough ones. To discard that 
aspect is simply dishonest.” 

“With all due respect to Peter Feaver: you're 
wrong. I've talked to many veteran dads out there, 
several of whom come from families with long lines 
of military service in their family tree, and they say 
the current state of thing in the military, 
par�cularly the woke policies and woke 
"leadership," are why they're telling their sons and 
daughters to NOT enlist. It's a painful decision for 
many of them, but they feel they have no choice 
un�l things change.” 

“Both of my daughters and several of their friends 
won't join the military because of a combina�on of 
the military going woke and the previous vaccine 
mandates. Even they see that our military has been 
poli�cized. But this is what the Biden admin wants. 
they don't want conserva�ve or independent 
thinkers in the military.” 

“Re�red Navy submarines for twenty years. I 
ac�vely discouraged my two sons who could serve 
from serving. The poli�cal/social agendas being 

pushed into the military by ac�vists are going to 
get people killed. The military’s job is to protect the 
country by figh�ng and winning wars. Anything 
that takes away from that is a mistake.” 

“Current confidence levels are in line with those of 
1988? I was on ac�ve duty during that �me, and 
perhaps my bias is showing, but my colleagues and 
I considered ourselves the Reagan military. A well-
funded, well-equipped, high morale killing 
machine. My memory must be fading. We also had 
a CIC worth figh�ng for.” 

“Your memory is just fine--that's the military my 
husband served in. It's also the one our son joined-
-unfortunately, he's serving in the eggplant's 
version, which is why he's ge�ng out. Special 
Forces. Has spent 4x �mes as much in DEI briefings 
as range �me. A�er a 100+ con�nuous years 
tradi�on in our family for military service, it's 
ending in June. God help us all.” 

“Talk to the ones pu�ng their papers in to get out. 
They can’t exit fast enough. One guy I know said he 
no longer thinks that the military cares about the 
enlisted but is more focused on the social aspects. 
He said that just did not work for him. He “was” a 
lifer.” 

"My son was a NCO in the Army and there were 3 
girls who wanted to be infantry (fight on frontlines) 
alongside the men like my son. Well once they 
arrived all 3 ended up pregnant!!! Now in the 
infantry you “shouldn’t” get pregnant but since 
they were they either get out with honorable 
discharge or stay in and you get a year off! All 3 
were the first group to come out and join the 
infantry. That’s when my son had enough, oh yes 
and the instance when a trans person went crazy in 
the barracks and said he was Biden’s niece and 
demanded to speak with him. How can real men 
serve when this crap is allowed in the military ???" 
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"The type of individual that will jump out of a 
perfectly good airplane, or swim from a not-sinking 
boat to shore in the middle of the night, is not the 
type of person that will enjoy endless PowerPoint 
presenta�ons on pronouns and diversity. Naval 
Special Warfare Veteran, 2006-2015. I le� an E6, 
filled with frustra�on and low morale." 

"I have said i will strongly urge all of my Five 
children to NOT join the WOKE military. Every 
member of my immediate family are veterans. But 
this is NOT the same America i grew up in. I dont 
even like it now." 

"As a former Ranger, I've been saying this for a 
couple years now, as I s�ll have friends in service 
say that the military is becoming a bunch a cream 
puffs and strong young men and women don't 
want to join due to how the military is ran now and 
look who the commander and chief is, they dont 
want sac of Aholes in charge of them." 

"My husband and I are both army vets and we are 
so livid about what has happened to our military. 
They care more about your feelings now and what 
gender you are than training people to go and 
protect our country. I wouldn't be able to trust 
someone to have my 6 that doesn't know what 
gender they were born as. It's bs and it needs to be 
shut down." 

"I was going to join . Then the trans recruitment 
video came out. and was like nope that's not what 
the military is meant to be." 

"My children are 5th genera�on military. Family 
members in every branch. My oldest son is a 
veteran Army Ranger. My second son is a STAFF 
SGT in the Marine Corp. My uncle fought and died 
for our country during the Vietnam War. This isn't 
the America my Uncle died for. This isn't the 
America my sons risked, and one con�nues to, their 
lives for." 

"Targe�ng wrong demographics who aren’t 
fighters, and those who would be good won’t serve 
under a weak CINC who doesn’t have the na�on’s 
interests at heart. Un�l this administra�on is gone, 
recrui�ng won’t improve." 

"I’m a veteran and I’m telling my boys not to join 
this military. Did you see how they conducted 
themselves in Afghanistan surrender. I don’t want 
them in a fox hole with a command that cares 
more about iden�ty poli�cs than the mission. 
Don’t give me some BS response that being 
inclusive is the mission. That isn’t the enemies 
mission." 

"As a vet from the U.S. Navy and I proudly served in 
the 80' right out of High School. Now there is no 
way I would want to serve in any branch of the 
service litle alone tell anyone it is the greatest 
privilege to serve in the U.S. What do these IDIOT 
poli�cians think is going to happen when they are 
ALLOWING some guy who decides to put on a dress 
and say call themselves female. There is NO WAY 
these people are going to be able to protect a fly 
on the wall litle alone be in a possession where 
they are supposed to protect the U.S. The U.S. as a 
whole is being completely destroyed, and when 
there is no one le� to protect the U.S.!!! To think 
about what society is fixing to come to is just not 
something that I would ever think would happen in 
my life�me, litle alone the life�me of my 
grandchildren. To think about all those who have 
died to protect what we have in the U.S., to now 
only seeing it all being destroyed. Just thinking 
about what took hundreds of years to build, has all 
been destroyed and turned inside out in just the 
last couple of years under the biden 
administra�on." 

"I wonder if any of the DOD leaders ever talk about 
the concept of “protect and defend the United 
States”? Seems like that is secondary to all of the 
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CRT, DEI, Transgender, and other le�-wing 
philosophies that they con�nue to focus on these 
days. It is very sad for our country, it is very 
dangerous for our country, and it surely limits their 
recrui�ng efforts na�onwide. I would suspect that 
the reten�on of the soldiers, sailors, and marines is 
at the lowest point ever. I would think that there is 
significant lack of respect for the DOD by many 
members of the military. With this scenario, how 
do our allies trust our defense capabili�es?" 

"Eight grandchildren, six are grandsons. Advising to 
NOT join military or accept commissions. Re�red 
Marine and followed uncles into Corp!" 

"Incredible!! As the son of a career Army officer, 
I’m ashamed of those in command that support 
this “woke” foolishness. They are traitors to our 
country and are nothing but poli�cal hacks intent 
of bringing our country to its knees. I applaud the 
Navy Seal who spoke out against the use of 
“proper” pronouns. What a load of BS! Our military 
is not well served today and is increasingly 
weakened by Democrat leadership, if you can call it 
that. I cannot! God bless those of our troops that 
stand and fight to uphold our long held tradi�ons in 
this country, and not those idio�c ideas they’re 
being asked to buy into today. It’s �me for a major 
house cleaning, top to botom, including a court 
mar�al of “general” Milley, with a demo�on to 
buck private and a loss of all military re�rement 
benefits!" 

"Every one of these examples turns my stomach!! I 
am a staunch military supporter, my Dad was in the 
military, my uncle was a Naval officer who served 
un�l he passed away and my brother, a West Point 
graduate, also spent his whole career serving this 
country. It brings tears to my eyes seeing this willful 
and deliberate destruc�on of our military. And 
make no mistake about it, this IS all done 

knowingly, in order to decimate our military, which 
was once the Gold Standard, far above any other." 

"I proudly served my country as a Navy Seabee, 
now I am embarrassed by what they are becoming. 
The military had strict rules for a reason, how 
tough are we going to be if, God forbid, we end up 
in World War III." 

"The ten examples in the ar�cle can also be 
considered 10 reasons why the military has trouble 
mee�ng its recrui�ng goals. the military should 
stop with the woke claptrap and s�ck to protec�ng 
our na�onal security and figh�ng our wars." 

"Washington, Grant, Lee, Eisenhower, Paton, 
Bradley, and MacArthur are all rolling over in their 
graves. They ask, “What happened to our military”. 
What happened to duty, honor, and country? I 
served for 39 years, 35 of them on ac�ve duty. " 

"I have said it many �mes throughout my career. 
The military is not and cannot become a social 
experiment for the elite poli�cians and American 
oligarchs. This has been going on for many decades 
but has significantly increased within the past few 
years. There is a direct correla�on to this type of 
wokeism and failure to meet recruitment goals. 
Sickeningly, this is by design." 

"That is why I stopped my annual alumnus 
contribu�on to USAFA. I figured that when I 
atended there was barely enough �me to learn 
the basic skills needed to be a good military leader 
what have they dropped to make room for these 
decisive lessons." 

"Dito my USNA…" 

"I walked past George Paton's statue in front of 
the library at West Point the other day and I swear I 
saw tears forming in his eyes. I don't expect the 
academies will ever again produce a great military 
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leader and I guess that's exactly what the Le� 
wants." 

"Curriculum on DEI doesn't belong anywhere but 
especially not at our Military Academies." 

"It wasn't long ago a gradua�ng cadet at West 
Point had a Che' shirt on under his uniform. He is 
the one who showed it but there are many more 
like that that have infiltrated the service 
academies. Communism is alive and well." 

"Far and away, the vast majority of military 
members are masculine, conserva�ve men. The 
last bas�on for the woke le� to atack and destroy. 
Masculine men are a threat to this country as the 
le� sees it. Masculine men are the only ones that 
will defend this country from atack. I guarantee 
you Dylan Bud light and his ilk will not stand up for 
this country should it come under atack." 

"DEI is why there is a manpower shortage. Many 
people have no desire to live in a mandatory woke 
dictatorship." 

"This cadet and any others who openly share these 
views should be immediately dismissed from all of 
the service academies. They should realize they 
have one purpose - to train to defend this country. 
Anything else is irrelevant." 

"The fall of our military. no wonder recrui�ng is all 
�me low." 

"The military academy, funded by the US taxpayers, 
provides our country with the future leaders of our 
military. If we con�nue the debasing, and le� wing 
radicaliza�on of the academies, we will all be 
speaking Chinese in 20 years." 

"The rot runs deep." 

"DEI has no place in military, period. Military is for 
training and to defend the USA." 

"That cadet is not qualified to be a commissioned 
officer. He should be dismissed immediately and 
charged with repaying every last cent the 
government has spent on or for him." 

"This is why military can't recruit." 

“With two sons currently in our Air Force that are 
seeing the firsthand destruc�on of morale due to 
DEI, this is a bad move for America.” 

“My son is airborne infantry and said the new 
recruits they are le�ng through are a disaster and 
going to get their squad members killed. He 
wanted to re-up but is ge�ng out when his term 
ends in December. He said it's a disaster.” 

“….He was a Gunny at Parris Island. Mul�ple 
combat tours, PH, Bronze Star. I couldn't be 
prouder if he were my own son. But if he asked my 
advice today, I'd tell him to stay as far away as he 
could - The military is no longer in the service of 
honor.” 

“Have a rela�ve in the service. He is a stellar 
human being, but has had enough of the woke BS 
and is ge�ng out. One more great warrior leaving 
the military so some worthless female can take the 
spot. Pray we don't have war, we are not ready.” 

“The Academies need to be closed. They serve no 
legi�mate purpose that cannot be served via ROTC 
and OCS. They are too cloistered to understand the 
na�on or populace they serve. They are hives of 
wokeness and insular officers not subject to reality. 
-- Cadet, USAFA, Class of '76” 

“So sad, this is why I cut �es with my service 
academy alma mater and won't support them with 
1 cent of my money. God help us if we have to fight 
another war. Our leaders and soldiers will pay 
dearly for their lack of toughness and training.” 
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“I graduated from the Naval Academy in 1979. I 
used to visit every now and then, atend class 
reunions, rowing reunions. I stopped going back in 
2019. It is NOT the same place in that they stopped 
training midshipmen morally, mentally, and 
physically several years ago. And, since I'm in the 
last all male class, I am NOT welcome (unless I can 
give them a big dona�on, of course).” 

“I served 22 yrs & live on a military post. The 
military is unrecognizable. When you start telling 
people they are evil because of skin color & force 
them to listen to briefs on it. They will no longer 
want to serve.” 

"Trust in the military is strong? Un�l recently, I 
never ques�oned the military. I thought it was 
immune from the forces that have corrupted our 
poli�cal system. I have been proven wrong. The le� 
destroys everything and that includes our military. 
It's one thing to recognize that a corrupt 
government will misuse our military, as it o�en has, 
but that doesn't compromise the honor of our 
military. What has happened to our military today 
is very different. There is no honor in our military 
leadership. They are poli�cal hacks who have 
turned our military into state police who serve DC 
elites against the people rather than serve and 
protect the people. I have zero trust in our military 
today." 

"Very few good, normal people are going to join 
the military knowing they will be force-fed a 
constant load of perverse garbage and that their 
chances for advancement will suffer if they don't 
play along with the perverts. Liberals ruin 
everything they touch." 

"Anyone who thinks Trust in the military is "Very 
Very" Strong has not sat down at the local VFW hall 
and had a beer with vets lately. I myself spent over 
22 years in the Army, Went to war and spent 51 
months in ac�ve combat zones. I come from a long 

line of Veterans from every service. So I am a Very 
strong supporter of the military. That being said I 
think our current military is Weak and I am afraid 
that if we go to war with a strong foe we could 
have our buts handed to us. The problem is our 
current leadership that is more worried about 
Being woke then they are about winning wars. 
Then we have a commander in chief who has spent 
decades in bed with our enemies. I am not alone in 
thinking this way. In fact most vets I know think 
exactly like I do. And if people think the military is 
so strong then please tell me why we are struggling 
to recruit young people to join up? The 
government is offering huge benefits and brought 
down the standards of who can join and s�ll can't 
get enough recruits. I told my own kids to do 
something else with their life. Though I loved being 
in the military and made a good life at it I did not 
encourage my own children to join. I could see the 
direc�on the military was headed and it saddened 
me. Vets used to talk up military service and we 
were one of the military greatest recrui�ng tool 
and now most the vets I know are telling young 
people to do something else with their life." 

"Trust in the military? Hmmm…as a veteran having 
serviced 30-years I do not trust the military as they 
are now protectors not of the state but, of the 
poli�cians. They do not hold to their oaths of office 
or enlistment oaths. I advise young people not to 
join." 

"The genera�onal military families no longer 
encourage their sons to enlist in this clown show." 

"Sending a child into the military was always a risk, 
but parents did it in hopes the child would grow up, 
learn something valuable, and get some life 
experience. Nowadays, who wants to send a child 
into an organiza�on that is more about radical 
indoctrina�on than it is about na�onal defense? 
About expanding one's sexual horizons and 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 102 
 

 
STARRS.US 

tolerance of deviance than about warfigh�ng? 
When the parent veterans no longer support the 
military and do not encourage their kids to join, the 
na�on has a big, big, problem. The most 
dependable pool of recruits has always been the 
children and siblings of veterans. My family has a 
long history of military service, from WWII, to 
Vietnam, to Desert Storm, to GWOT. I re�red a�er 
20. I would not encourage my children to join 
today. Think about that, Millie, Biden and company. 
You have lost the veteran parents... and it is your 
fault. It is going to take a huge effort to regain the 
trust of this important popula�on; this group of 
poli�cal ac�vists is not the group that will do that." 

"I proudly served four years in the Army back in the 
80’s. If anyone asked my opinion about joining the 
current military, I would STRONGLY discourage 
them from doing so. The current military is not the 
same one I was a part of. Duty, honor, country are a 
thing of the past. Diversity, equality and inclusion 
are the new buzzwords. Because of it, we are a 
much weaker na�on today." 

"If trust has dropped 20 points, then it's not "s�ll 
very, very strong". Stop constantly lying to us. 
We're sick of it." 

"If the military was trusted, there would be plenty 
of recruits. We all saw what you did to the Marine 
who spoke up a�er the disastrous Afghanistan with 
drawl. We see you pushing men claiming to be 
trans into the woman's barracks and showers. We 
see you promo�ng unqualified box checkers over 
qualified people who have worked hard for the 
promo�on they were denied." 

"You’re turning the Army in a miserable woke pit of 
despair, but absolutely, it’s Gen Z and their 
unreasonable trust of “ins�tu�ons” that has 
recrui�ng and reten�on numbers down in the blue 
water of the nearest porta po�e." 

"When I was in the military there was a saying 
about officers O-6 and up. "SELF BEFORE SERVICE". 
As a 23 year combat vet. let me say this, "I have no 
faith in today’s Military Leadership. Officers in the 
rank of O-6 and up are more worried about the 
next promo�on and whose but do I kiss then they 
are about the needs of their troops or this country. 
FJB and all the woke officers." 

"It may be strong according to the woke leadership 
and new woke recruits, but I doubt any patrio�c 
veterans before all the dumbing down and 
sissifying of the military think it's strong." 

"I served from 82-93 and witnessed the beginning 
of the end with Clinton's don't ask don't tell policy. 
He and his policy were the reason why I chose not 
to reenlist and not make a career of my service. I 
have no regrets. Allowing women in combat was 
the next step to further degrade our warfigh�ng 
capability. Lastly, allowing the mentally ill gender 
confused to serve openly while we pay for their 
meds and reassignment surgeries as well as openly 
promo�ng drag queens, is the straw that breaks 
the military's back. Unfortunately, our military has 
become a laughing stock. Embarrassing." 

"I stuck it out a couple more years than you but you 
hit the nail square on the head. I got out because 
as a white male in a combat arms MOS I would 
have never made it past the rank of E-7." 

"The heart of the military, since the beginning of 
America has been Conserva�ves. With DEI and 
using tax dollars to pay for gender surgery while 
our soldier's barracks fall apart, it's no wonder they 
aren't joining." 

"While I was in women were afforded special 
treatment by having their fitness standards 
lowered compared to men. All to show how 
poli�cally correct (replaced by woke) the military 
could be. Also they were given special preferences 
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when it came to promo�ons so the military could 
show that women were as capable as men. I'm sure 
our enemies will make sure to lower the standards 
of warfigh�ng to accommodate the females and 
their physiological differences." 

"Let's see.... mandatory racial indoctrina�on and 
experimental vaccines.....Yup. We do NOT trust the 
military." 

"You can tell, she even knows no one is believing 
her lies." 

"So long as promo�ng le�ist "woke" culture is the 
government's priority, trust will not be restored. 
Nor should it." 

"Recrui�ng is in the toilet because tradi�onal 
military families like mine are not going anywhere 
near a woke military. We would never even 
consider salu�ng some dude wearing a dress." 

"My dear Army Secretary Wormuth, I think you are 
delusional. Public confidence in the military and 
the Army is declining, not increasing. That likely 
pertains to the en�re armed forces. My assessment 
from a family that has served in every War since 
the Civil War. Have you read the recent ar�cle in 
MILCOM which is your own propaganda media: 
"Our Generals Cannot Think and Do Not Win" is a 
sound summary. The stupidity of the Afghanistan 
withdrawal does not require repea�ng here. You 
are too fat (not you personally), undereducated, 
poorly trained, strained for resources, almost out 
of ammuni�on and spare parts. You are reducing 
Army Special Forces, your very best soldiers, by ten 
percent while unable to rebuild your Army by the 
30 percent needed. You increase your REenlistment 
bonus for three months with tremendous results 
saving 16,000 highly trained technicians and then 
you cancel the program. Brilliant! Most of your 
recruits are too fat, too weak, too uneducated, and 
your leaders too woke. If you need this Army to 

fight, you best begin mandatory prayer services. 
BTW, read about the condi�on of the Army a�er 
WW II and before and during Korea. That is where 
you are now. No disrespect intended as the First 
Sergeant use to say." 

"And, like eligibility, propensity to serve has been 
declining for years now. But, certainly, part of it, I 
think, is Genera�on Z’s distrust in ins�tu�ons, sort 
of skep�cism about authority.” This is BS! The 
distrust in ins�tu�ons has absolutely nothing to do 
with "skep�cism of authority." The ci�zens can see 
the open corrup�on, wokism, and lowered 
standards the military leadership has ins�tuted, 
and that is what is driving people out of the service 
and retarding recruitment. The Defense 
Department is in the social jus�ce business now 
and there is no denying it." 

"It is tradi�on for men in my family to serve goes 
back many genera�ons, I will tell my son in 17 years 
to not if the current mess is s�ll in place." 

"I am a proud vet but the military would have to go 
a LONG way at this point get to where I would want 
one of my children to join. They have become a 
cesspool of woke! The degrada�on of the military 
will get many of them killed when conflict breaks 
out." 

"Nope, your core demographic - Midwestern 
Chris�ans of families with genera�onal service - is 
done with the Woke BS and won't serve a corrupt 
government. Their skills will be needed sooner 
than a six year enlistment." 

"What military aged white male would want to 
enlist when poli�cians made it clear to promote 
Blacks and women over more experienced white 
men? I smell a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion quota 
system being used in the liberal social engineering 
degenera�on of our military." 
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"I’m a re�red veteran. I don’t trust the military one 
bit." 

"By the second, and last, sacking of Rome in 476, 
few in the legions were actually Roman, being 
conscripts from the provinces whose loyal�es lay 
elsewhere, and volunteers for whom it was just a 
paycheck. Except for the officers. Weak, inept sons 
of the elite with no military experience. No longer 
feared, the force was ripe to fall." 

"The Navy of my day was anything but inclusive 
and equitable. We were exclusive and elite, and we 
could ruin your day! Our mission was not our top 
priority, it was our only priority." 

"Yep...the USAF of my day (and wasn't that long 
ago), discriminated, promoted those who were 
best and ran out those who couldn't cut it..." 

"As a re�red 23 Army veteran I can say with 
certainty that the US military is no longer a 
superior figh�ng force and even our equipment is 
no longer superior to that of our enemies. While 
our military worries about proper use of pronouns 
our enemies train for war. Our military has been 
deteriora�ng since Obama took office and it has 
not recovered, but rather steadily declined ever 
since!" 

"My son-in-law had 8 years in and refused to reup. 
'Too Woke' is all he says about it. His Dad did 
several tours in Nam, and fully re�red as a warrant 
officer. So everyone thought he would re�re too. 
Nobody wants to play the woke game but 
wokesters." 

"Americans gain strength through Unity. Unity is 
the OPPOSITE of diversity." 

"When it comes to the military, diversity the way it 
is defined today, is not a welcomed trait because it 
doesn't help the mission of the military. I served 
from 1986-2016 and I never had to atend a DEI 

class. We were more concerned about our enemies 
TTP's, not so much today." 

"The military is NOT supposed to be about 
"diversity". It is supposed to be about being totally 
combat ready to prevail in any situa�on. You don't 
care what color or party the person who has your 
six is, as long as they are competent and help you 
accomplish the mission. Unfortunately, it has 
become MORE important that the person has a 
different color or likes to do different things with 
their bits and pieces than being combat ready." 

"Teams don’t celebrate diversity. They promote 
unity. That’s the difference. Everyone one color. 
Everyone one team." 

"As a 23 year Army Veteran my mission was to kill 
people and break things! Sure, there were plenty of 
minor missions, and plenty of support troops with 
sub missions. It truly breaks my heart to now 
observe, from the very top down, more concern for 
pronouns than protec�ng our country!" 

"Those who speak so loudly of tolerance , aren't 
tolerant of a difference of opinion. Those who so 
loudly of inclusion. can't seem to include those 
with whom they disagree. Those who speak so 
loudly of diversity can't seem to tolerate diversity 
of thought." 

"The DOD is the ul�mate arena for "Merit Based'' 
advancement. I have 40 years in uniform and Zero 
confidence in the Biden administra�on's ability to 
lead America in conflict evidenced by the massive 
failure of our Afghan withdrawal. The Department 
of Defense is currently run by uniformed 
poli�cians, vice real warriors. Vote for leaders who 
develop teams and demonstrate posi�ve results 
for. This administra�on is an insult to our warriors 
who in my experience judge other warriors by 
ability, merit, and proven results; nothing else." 
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"Diversity is condoned racism and discrimina�on 
plain and simple. Diversity is evil and threatens the 
lives of our troops, it forces our military members 
to be racist and to discriminate. it needs to be 
stopped." 

"Having been exposed to Ft. Benning in the late 
1950s I can atest that it was inclusive....you do 
your job and you are included. Not up to 
standards...you are NOT included." 

"As a 21-year army veteran and some of that in 
combat I can tell you that our troops today are 
nowhere near ready. They need to get away from 
wokism and DEI and concentrate on lethality. 
When we trained in the late seven�es and early 
'80s, we trained to take out our adversaries and 
keep them away from any intrusion on our 
Cons�tu�on and Bill of rights. Now the upper 
echelon is out to destroy our Cons�tu�on and Bill 
of rights. We need to get back to the basics and 
forget about all of this hand holding and giving 
hugs." 

"Re�red military. Ac�vely discouraged my three 
boys from serving. When woke poli�cs, diversity, 
and inclusion top being properly prepared to fight 
and win people are going to die." 

"And then we wonder why the military has 
recruitment problems. It’s not because a bunch of 
bigots don’t want to serve alongside people 
different than them. It’s because a bunch of people 
don’t want to serve alongside others who aren’t 
the best qualified because their lives may literally 
depend on it." 

"Only thing I cared about was whether or not I 
could depend on the person next to me to do their 
job with no ques�ons. Don’t really care what race 
or gender they are or how they like to have sex. I 
would have a problem being in the field with a 
criter that “chooses” to be another gender. What 

else will it choose to be or not to be at the moment 
of truth?" 

"I served 22 years in the Army. I’m very proud of 
my service to this country but there’s NO WAY I’d 
serve in today’s military. As a female soldier I had 
much to overcome and hardship beyond belief but 
I’d rather go through all that over again than serve 
in today’s Army. We all bled green and served as a 
unit. Now they have to worry if people feel safe 
and included?!? I wouldn’t serve for every penny 
on earth under this Command, and would probably 
rather go AWOL than serve under Joe Bidumb as 
my Commander in Chief. Our military is a sad 
shadow of itself." 

"Spot On Joe. Let the woke Army fail. My children 
will not get my approval to join." 

"Milley and the rest of the leaders have destroyed 
our own military. The main pool we have always 
recruited from has been the children of veterans. 
Now, I don't know a single veteran sugges�ng that 
their kids join. But the leaders want to blame the 
recrui�ng crisis on the lack of diversity. Picture 
being in the infantry and then looking at your 
roommate who just decided to start to transi�on 
now never being able to deploy, having a new MOS 
that they don't go to the field to train and you see 
the military spending tens of thousands on their 
medical care. But you will be spending next week in 
a cold front, with rain, training. Watch how fast 
they tell the re-enlistment officer "NO" when it 
comes �me to make the decision to stay or get 
out." 

"Being an Army brat, having 2 aunts serve in WW2, 
and having a brother that was lifer in Air Force with 
his son following in his footsteps, it disturbs me 
that I no longer have the affinity and admira�on for 
our military. To me, they are now just another facet 
of the culture war we are figh�ng and I used to 
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think they would be there should we ever have to 
face a tyrannical government…Now, not so much." 

"The "woke" ideology has a narcissis�c core. It's a 
vic�mhood ideology, which is not conducive to a 
successful military structure." 

"And the military wonders why they are missing 
recrui�ng goals so badly. My son will be the first 
male in our family not to serve his genera�on going 
back to the founding of our country. With 
Demen�a Joe and DEI ini�a�ves, I am ac�vely 
encouraging him not to. How sad!" 

"The military always has been inclusive and 
respec�ul. We don't need to push that. What we 
need to push is excellence, whatever the color of 
their skin." 

"Joe Rogan in my opinion is 1000% correct, this 
coming from a combat and Military veteran of 24 
years. I completely understand that every Military 
genera�on goes through changes, however, this 
having to accept “Wokeness,” diversity, equity, 
transgenders and LBGTQ+ is NOT preparing anyone 
for leadership in leading troops in defea�ng the 
enemy!" 

"Yep I served 22 years in the USAF; I am ashamed 
of what the military has become." 

"Diversity is a strength? Ask anyone in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, that army spoke 14 different 
languages." 

“I’m a 24.5 year Air Force veteran and I would not 
recommend anyone join the military. Why join an 
opera�on that states right up front you’re a racist 
bad person. It makes me very sad that I feel this 
way about my country.” 

“23 years in ARMY and I watched its decline in 
values and resolve. Logic and honor have been 
replaced by feelings and group think of popularity.” 

“I'm an Army Veteran, female and we didn't have a 
focus on race or gender. Now over the last year my 
son was in Basic and he stated how awfully 
discrimina�ve it was, especially if you’re white. It's 
very sad.” 

“Every male in my family since the Dawn of our 
na�on has served, including myself. I would never 
serve with todays military and todays government. 
None of my sons have any desire to serve this 
crooked government or it’s weak and woke 
military.” 

“This is no longer the America I would have fought 
and died for during my 20 years in the USAF. I 
definitely would not encourage any of my family 
members to join today's military.” 
--“Which is the exact advice thousands of 
Americans are giving their children. Recruitment 
quotas fall short and the idiots in charge look for 
reasons. THEY are the reason.” 

“I got off the bus at balmy Parris Island in August 
1967. However, I would not even consider enlis�ng 
today. If you're a straight white male, you gota be 
a raving idiot to willingly join The New Fully Woke 
Gay And Transgendered U.S. Military....period.” 

“I totally agree that "any straight, white male" 
would have to be a raving idiot to enlist in today's 
military!! I have actually talked to a couple of 
current genera�on young men in my family, and 
told them to say not just no, but HELL NO! to 
joining the maniac military of today! I hope they 
listened well!” 

“As a military family for life, we as a family have 
decided ‘not one more.’ The military is only there 
to protect elites and their wallets. Therefore we 
won’t be sacrificing for a country that trashes us, 
our history and our skin pigment. We have served 
all the way back to the civil war. Let this fake 
general, fight his own batles.” 
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“The United States military is no longer a good 
place for young people to be.”--Army Veteran 

“I am now officially embarrassed to having served 
in the USAF. And this comes from a female white 
airman who married a non-white airman who once 
whined to my mother that he wasn't ge�ng 
promoted because of his color, but the truth is he 
was lazy and had no ambi�on. I'm just glad I was 
only married to him for 5 years. My ex would fit in 
with today's Air Force. Oh, and he served for 23 
years. That's why I call it the Ar Farce.” 

“This is absolute liberal/woke gobbledygook. I 
would never encourage my child to even think 
about enlis�ng in an organiza�on like this. It's a 
death sentence for these young hearts and minds 
to even try to adhere to this poisonous policy while 
having to constantly and primarily thrust 
themselves into life-threatening situa�ons almost 
daily. Why would anyone want their child to go into 
something like this. Hell, I wouldn't do it for myself 
either.” 

“That ota fix the recrui�ng and reten�on disaster! 
My former unit bought into this nonsense. Went 
from one of the most accomplished in our branch 
of Service to the botom. Cannot recruit anyone. 
Long �me employees are leaving like never before. 
Biden needs to go. All senior officers promoted on 
his watch need to be thoroughly reviewed and 
replaced.” 

“When I was in the military it was said there was 
only one people, green. Unity through focusing the 
commonality instead of differences.” 

“Both my brothers and I and my brother-in-law are 
ex-military we refuse to let any of our children 
enter the military because of what’s Happening.” 

“The military has gone completely WOKE today. I 
served 28 years as a fighter pilot, 181 mission in 
Vietnam in the F-4E Phantom and re�red as a Bird 

Colonel. The “BEST of the BEST” were promoted in 
my days and none of that CRT / DEI stuff was used, 
period. Note: I would not serve or have anything to 
do with the USAF / military today if I was 22 
again….!” 

“In 1966 I was a member of the first Air Force OTS 
class to have female cadets. Between uniforms and 
green fa�gues that wouldn’t fit, we all got along 
great. There were no special safe spaces, no 
separate parade fields, tracks or classrooms, no 
gender pronouns and no diversity library. There 
certainly was no privilege because we all ended up 
scrubbing toilets with a toothbrush if we failed 
inspec�on. And we graduated and went on to war. 
Many did not return home. One classmate became 
an Olympic champion and others became true 
warriors and combat heroes. But what we all 
shared and treasured was becoming officers in our 
na�on’s Air Force. Today it seems that military 
service is all about self, culture and ethnicity when 
“drag queens” and “influencers” are celebrated on 
military bases while actual warriors are dismissed 
as privileged or na�onalist. Is it any wonder then 
that there is a recrui�ng crisis today in all services 
and that morale is at historic lows? It is �me for 
some serious introspec�on into Officer leadership 
training priori�es as they relate to readiness and 
mission accomplishment…” 

“The military is an all volunteer service, not a 
proving ground for diversity woke experiments. The 
military is a cap�ve audience as we cannot 
complain and are therefore guinea pigs for these 
types of change. This HAS TO STOP and it not, it will 
destroy the military and as goes the military, so 
goes the country.” 

“USAFA just this week began briefings for the new 
juniors, called Sex Educa�on. They are told they 
cannot take pictures or videos or record anything. 
There were enlisted walking through the group to 
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make sure no phones are seen. They were told they 
didn’t want the same thing to happen as it did from 
last year. They were told that sex is determined at 
birth but gender is how you see yourself. They were 
all told that as upcoming officers, they are going to 
be expected to respect those who report to them 
including their gender choices. There is currently a 
calculus teacher (male) who wears female AF 
uniforms to class. This makes many of the cadets 
very uncomfortable. Their moto is that they do not 
tolerate liars but this fixes them to buy into the DEI 
lie.” 

“I am a proud veteran, and for most of my life I 
would recommend the military to anyone that 
asked my opinion. However, for the last few years, I 
can honestly say that is no longer true. When we 
have a change at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, the very 
first thing that needs to happen is reversing this 
garbage out of our military. The emphasis needs to 
be on kicking but in a fight, not social 
experimenta�on.” 

"Couldn't agree more with the drop in recruits 
from military families. We have three people where 
I work, who were recent military re�rees, who will 
not let their kids go in the military. The woke crap 
that requires someone be a certain sexual 
orienta�on, a certain race, or a certain sex to 
promote is BS. The most talented should be 
promoted. Another point that hasn't helped was 
the military was forcing Covid 19 vaccines on the 
healthiest part of our society." 

"We have four sons. Since they were young, we 
encouraged them to someday consider military 
service, especially the Marines. Now, we're telling 
them if they want to serve, the Coast Guard is an 
excellent and honorable way to serve." 

"I served in the USAF during the Korean War (1951 
-55). The people most at home were those from 
the American South, which had a rich tradi�on of 

military service. I can't think of a beter way to 
alienate this poten�al recrui�ng pool than 
renaming bases that have un-woke names and 
histories. Let's hear it for cogni�ve dissonance!" 

"Many if not most young people like to think of 
themselves of having poten�al, at least, to be 
tough and brave. By accep�ng gays and 
transgenders, the military has so�ened it's tough 
guy image. Reality may not have changed much, 
but percep�on of it has, and percep�on counts. 
Poten�al recruits look elsewhere." 

"Not surprising the military can’t reach its 
recruitment goals. Insidious woke ideology that 
teaches the US is systemically racist, including the 
Cons�tu�on, capitalism and even math, is 
pervasive in our educa�on system. Why would you 
want to risk your life to defend a country you 
despise? Genera�onal military families who 
produce many recruits are alienated by this woke 
culture being forced on the ins�tu�on. Who wants 
to serve in a military more dedicated to promo�ng 
gender nihilism than protec�ng the na�on?" 

"The actual problem may well be that a lot of 
poten�al recruits are looking at the ways we have 
used our military forces for the last half century, 
and asked themselves why they should volunteer 
for the kind of misunderstood, fruitless, and 
misguided military adventures in which we've 
involved ourselves, some�mes finding out 
a�erwards that the government had lied to us 
about what they knew or suspected about these 
adventures. I speak as one who spent four years 
ac�ve duty in the US Army between 1967 and 
1971, and so I can speak at first hand. No ra�onal 
na�on should ask its young men and women to 
spend their courage, to die, or to be wounded in 
mind and/or body in such morasses as we have." 
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"The progressive le� is successfully engineering a 
fundamental transforma�on of America into a 
country that no one would defend." 

"I know that since this administra�on came into 
power, I'd do anything to keep my children out of 
the military." 

"No one is saying a person of color cannot be the 
best, most qualified candidate. But, unless you are 
living in a "progressive" cult bubble, you cannot 
deny that many lesser qualified people are 
promoted BECAUSE of their race, or gender, or 
whatever, and not for their qualifica�ons. For 
example, some people call it a "targeted" hire, 
meaning that skin hue is the priority. Calling 
someone "racist" because they understand this fact 
is the last resort of the "liberal" whose argument 
simply does not fly. Stop smearing and try 
thinking." 

"Yes, promo�ng people because of their race, is 
racist. And it does lead to legi�mate doubt about 
any group who is promoted to fill a quota. That's 
not racism, it's logic." 

"Every promo�on "given" to someone BECAUSE of 
something other than merit is a stab in the back to 
America. These *^$%%# have taken what could 
arguably have been the most successfully color 
blind ins�tu�on in the na�on and made it into a 
farce." 

"No one I have heard is against racial integra�on in 
the armed forces or anywhere else. The pushback 
is when race and gender are the sole criteria for 
advancement. Meritocracy counts on the 
batlefield. We demand the ablest to lead our 
protectors." 

"At Biden's order about 9 months ago they made 
decision preference to make race/sex based 
promo�on an open criteria...... no longer hidden or 
implied. They also changed the promo�on path in 

several branches of the service to make it easier for 
officers with ZERO combat experience to make it to 
the highest echelons of command." 

"I personally do not want to put my life at risk 
under the command of someone who got the 
posi�on because they were "stylish" vs 
competent. and sadly now, EVERY POC will be seen 
as a "social: promo�on, even those who achieved 
their posi�on through merit." 

“My older brother was career Navy who, in the 
later years warned about "wonkiness" going on 
"upstairs". All children, nieces, nephews, and 
grand-babies were regularly talked out of thinking 
about "military service" because of what he saw 
coming.” 

“Husband and I are both re�red vets and our four 
kids always said they wanted to serve, however fast 
forward to today as young adults (21-26) they are 
definitely never joining.” 

“I asked my zoomer kids if they would ever 
consider joining the military? Hard NO from both. I 
guess they’ll have to look elsewhere.” 

“I returned from Iraq to be ordered to the 
Extremist Stand Down. I resigned my commission 
immediately a�er. The Army is filled with 'yes men' 
who exist only to protect their careers and no 
longer take care of Soldiers.” 

“Air Force veteran here, wife of re�red AF officer, 
sister of veterans, daughter and niece of men who 
fought for their country in WW2. I would counsel 
anyone to forgo military service. I no longer trust 
our government or the military leadership. Who 
would want to join the ‘Dark Forces?’ 

“I loved and called the Navy Nurse Corps home for 
22 years….but today, I would discourage anyone 
from entering the military (or nursing for that 
mater) For ALL the reasons listed in this ar�cle I 
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am angry and saddened beyond belief. My now 
deceased father and father in law who were in the 
Navy during WW2 would be appalled at the state 
of our military. As I’ve heard recently….We will 
never win another conflict because we’re too busy 
figh�ng over pronouns.” 

“As a '70's 8-year Army Infantry veteran who is 71 I 
no longer encourage the young ones to enter the 
present military services. Despite spending a 
boatload of money for the defense of this country 
the so-called "leadership" is more concerned about 
that which degrades readiness from the top down. 
Pray for our country.” 

“Army Na�onal Guard veteran here. My father 
fought in Korea and Vietnam, father-in-law in 
WWII. Three of my sons served, one in Afghanistan 
in the Army, two in the USMC. Many other family 
members - stretching all the way back to the Civil 
War - have served in uniform. But now, I tell ALL 
young people to avoid military service at all costs. 
The Army in par�cular has become nothing but a 
hotbed of homosexual preda�on, transgender 
lunacy, and poli�cal correctness. Why serve a 
na�on and a military that hates Chris�ans, and 
especially Catholics?” 

“Re�red Navy here - 23 years. I no longer recognize 
my beloved US Navy any longer. It seems to be run 
by The Village People. Emphasis on pronouns and 
having an enlisted sailor, who dresses up in drag, as 
an "influencer" to help recrui�ng. Basic 
seamanship and naviga�on skills have been tossed 
out the window. No way would I recommend, or 
encourage, any young person to join the military. 
The rot is throughout the top of leadership. God 
help us.” 

“My father was in the Navy and re�red in the Naval 
Reserve. I received an appointment to Annapolis 
and spent two years there before leaving in a 
dispute over my major. I then joined the Army and 

spent 21 years in service. I, like many others who 
have served previously, am being true to my oath 
of service to ac�vely dissuade all high school 
graduates that I come into contact with, along with 
young service-industry workers, to NOT enlist in 
any of the military services as they are currently 
officered.” 

“I spent 6 years in the Corps, 3 in combat, and I tell 
anyone who will listen to not join the armed forces 
either.” 

“It’s why we as a family have made it our personal 
mission to discourage all those in our family 
(military age) to not serve. We’ve served since the 
civil war, we won’t do it again. The only people 
they provide protec�on to are elites who don’t 
waste a second to disparage us. So next �me, let 
them send their, daughters, sons, brothers and 
sisters, it won’t come from this family, we washed 
our hands of you.” 

“Dito our family. Both my husband and I served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. We have discouraged our kids 
from doing the same BECAUSE and the woke 
military leadership considers them "unfit to serve" 
due to our conserva�ve Chris�an, cons�tu�on-
suppor�ng beliefs. BTW, they are both college 
educated, scored in the top 10% of the popula�on 
on the SATs, and one has a degree in computer 
science.” 

“Who ever thought the radical Marxist homosexual 
agenda would succeed in destroying the Pentagon 
from within?” 

“You could've seen this coming down the pipe a 
mile away with this woke crap. Do you really think I 
want to soldier with someone next to me on the 
batlefield whose a transgender? No, I want the 
very best and the strongest, not a diversity, or 
equity hire. You should also have soldiers that 
believe in the mission. The United States has used 
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our military for nonsense wars and they (soldiers) 
know it, so they're not mo�vated, but their heart is 
not in it, they go because they're ordered to do so. 
I cannot be mo�vated to fight my heart out with a 
Commander and Chief like BIDEN, whom I have no 
faith in and feel no patrio�c support from, or pride 
in the United States.” 

“This is what happens when the commander in 
chief is a brain dead puppet whose strings are 
being pulled by le� wing radicals. I am a former 
Army officer and I tell people to steer clear of the 
Army today. Some day it will get back on course but 
it will take years and probably a lot of casual�es 
before that shi� happens.” 

“As ex-military myself, I would never voluntarily 
serve now. It's not just because of the obnoxious 
"woke" agenda. Even if that didn't exist--and it is 
here to stay--I would not serve because of today's 
incompetent and indifferent military leadership, 
corrupt and dysfunc�onal poli�cal class, and 
divided populace. This country threw away 50,000 
lives in Vietnam, and countless other lives in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, for what? Now, the leaders want 
to send our people to Ukraine, Israel, Iraq, or 
Taiwan? For what? My advice to the Army: take 
your LGBTQ+ troops and go fight with what you 
have, or if you don't have enough, enlist more 
LGBTQ+ troops. Good luck and godspeed, fools.” 

“My son, a dedicated Air Force pilot was in that 
disastrous Afghan pullout. He quit the Air Force 
directly a�er that. Four years of Obama and three 
of Biden is too much to take for a dedicated 
American pilot.” 

 "In recent years, we've seen the ranks combed 
through seeking Trump supporters. At about the 
same �me, our wing received a message sta�ng it 
was okay and acceptable to atend a BLM rally in 
the host city of our base. We have capable 
individuals in all branches, but our military is 

compromised and degraded. Somebody beter 
wake up." 

"Military trying to brainwash members to thinking 
conserva�ves are bad ..... no wonder enrollment 
numbers are way down." 

"Any warning not to atend BLM or Hamas rallies? 
The military pushing airmen not to atend a 
poli�cal/pro USA event? The long tentacles of the 
DNC has infiltrated the military. I love our 
servicemen but unfortunately, military leadership 
has become very ques�onable. As my son who 
served 12 years said…”I didn’t separate with the Air 
Force, the Air Force separated with me”. They 
wonder why recruitment is at an all-�me low." 

"This is exactly why I and many other of my Senior 
Field Grade Officers decided to leave while we 
were s�ll in good standing. Many of us saw the 
wri�ng on the wall. The mandatory CRT training 
was the final straw. While messages like this are 
not uncommon and fall under “protec�ng the 
force”, this one steps over the line by making a 
characteriza�on of the group as “alt-right” and 
then threatens, not so subtly, your career. It 
appears the Great Purge is con�nuing to accelerate 
in the military. So sad to see." 

"My son is a Captain in the AF. When he graduated 
officer school, Trump was president. I was so proud 
of him, and glad he had a commander-in-chief who 
would have his back. Since then, Bidet was installed 
as PINO, and the AF has become as woke as any 
college campus. My son was put through a re-
educa�on/indoctrina�on program in order to keep 
his commission. He has been completely 
brainwashed now, totally avoids his parents, has 
rejected his faith, and is 100% in line with the Dem 
agenda. I'm s�ll proud of his service; but I'll never 
forgive them for what they've done to him." 
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"Once again, the US military in which I had once 
proudly served is demonstra�ng its commitment to 
ultra liberal woke ideology, destroying the trust and 
confidence that Americans used to have in it. It will 
take a serious house cleaning and dismissal of 
every officer who par�cipated in this type of 
uncons�tu�onal in�mida�on against service 
members to get it back on track." 

"I refuse to promote military service for our family 
members. We’re 3rd genera�on service members. 
Too woke, too corrupt, and the way they handled 
the shots was deplorable. They cannot be trusted!" 

"As a re�red USAF colonel, I’m appalled at this 
whole situa�on. Military members should be 
encouraged to par�cipate in poli�cal ac�vity, but 
not in uniform or represen�ng themselves as a 
military member to advance a poli�cal cause. Next 
they’ll be telling our airmen to be careful who they 
vote for." 

"Not a good look by Air Force to be poli�cally 
par�san like this. Especially when they're desperate 
for recruits, and especially when a vast majority of 
the would be recruits are in fact patriots who 
believe in American idea, America first, and 
Trump." 

"Re�red Navy commander here. Sounds like 
someone in senior leadership needs a good 
retraining. As long as they’re not in uniform or 
represen�ng the USAF, they can go, par�cipate, or 
even run for office." 

"That’s EXACTLY what this sounded like when the 
message said par�cipa�on with this group could 
jeopardize their careers. I’m a re�red Army vet of 
24yrs and I agree 100% with you. Service 
leadership has NO BUSINESS trying to influence or 
dissuade service members from these types of 
events." 

"Captain, US Army, Medical Discharge. If my CO had 
handed me that memo for distribu�on, I would 
have marched it straight over his head. It's a 
disgrace from a commissioned officer that is 
abusing his authority and viola�ng his oath. 
Distribu�ng it would have been following an illegal 
order. That's a court mar�al offense." 

"As a re�red First Sergeant, I agree with you 100%. 
This was an inten�onal act designed to in�midate 
Airmen on their personal poli�cal beliefs. It's 
absolutely disgraceful and can only divide people." 

"As a re�red USAF MSgt I fully agree with you 
colonel. Unfortunately if it was a Pride protest they 
would likely have been told they had to atend. I 
can see why recrui�ng is so low." 

"Spot on Colonel, as a re�red Army SGM I always 
encouraged my charges to be involved, be 
informed. Hin�ng that careers could be jeopardized 
is leadership by in�mida�on!" 

"Re�red MSgt here Sir. This is the new woke AF we 
are talking about. I s�ll have many friends s�ll 
serving that have told me about the DEI training 
that has become mandatory. Only reason I can see 
to deter anyone from going to a pro-Trump 
event!!" 

"Then the military wonders why patrio�c young 
people are not joining the military. Does anyone at 
the top have a brain?" 

"Parents should do all they can to steer their teens 
away from military service un�l it regains its sanity, 
if ever. That's what I did. I told my kid not to join 
and why, so he didn't. It's sure not the military I 
served in. If your kids sign up for the service you 
can be sure they're not going to be the same when 
they return. That's common and to be expected. 
You just don't want them to be exposed to the bad 
influence that's there now." 
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"My husband and I both re�red from the AF many 
years ago. We were proud to serve our country but 
now, I wouldn't enlist for anything. The military has 
become far too poli�cal." 

"I proudly served during the Gulf War. I would not 
serve today. Like so many other organiza�ons, the 
military has lost its way and strayed from its 
mission by allowing poli�cs to seep in and destroy 
their integrity and credibility." 

"I'm a re�red USAF Vet with 24 years of ac�ve 
service. I guess things have changed in the 31 years 
since I re�red because the standing military law 
WRT public events was this: military members may 
atend public events while off duty and in civilian 
clothes. You could not atend in uniform as that 
may be construed as official endorsement of the 
event by the branch of service the member 
belonged to. For military authori�es to threaten 
members' careers if they par�cipated in a Trump 
rally shows just how deeply the Biden 
administra�on has corrupted the military 
leadership. The military should NEVER support one 
party over another. That's third world stuff and 
who ever authored that message at Minot AFB 
needs to be held accountable." 

"I proudly served in the Air Force for 15 years, 
1978-93. That Air Force is GONE. Current 
leadership sees patrio�sm and 1st Amendment 
speech as dangerous. The US government under 
this administra�on equates patrio�sm with 
terrorism, knowing that a true patriot doesn’t 
concur with the “reimagining “ of America." 

"Is there any doubt that this misguided liberalism 
has infiltrated our military? As a re�ree I am so 
appalled at how poli�cized our military has 
become. God help us all if we find ourselves in an 
all-out war. We might have good service members 
who can fight but they won’t be led by the best." 

"As a veteran, myself….. I am thoroughly disgusted 
by how our military is playing poli�cs and favorites 
with the poli�cal process." 

"My dad is a re�red AF Brigadier General (pilot), 
and re�red in 1994. My brother-in-law is a re�red 
AF Colonel (pilot), and his dad is also a re�red AF 
Brig. General (pilot). They are all so glad they 
re�red long before any of this non-sense started." 

"My dad is a re�red Army Master Sargent, and I'm 
a navy vet. We both feel the same way, and we're 
both glad that my service-age sons have no interest 
in joining." 

"Re�red USAF Lt Col here. The poli�cized military 
by government bureaucrats is not the Air Force I 
served in. Military members must always beware, 
in or out of uniform, not to bring discredit upon the 
service. However, off-duty poli�cal affilia�on is 
100% protected by the 1st Amendment of the 
Cons�tu�on. You don't give that up, just by serving. 
To the extent that military leaders have succumbed 
to le�ng the services be poli�cized, those leaders 
need to re-read our Cons�tu�on. If they can't 
uphold it, as writen, they should resign." 

"I was once a proud veteran of the USAF but since 
2021 and the woke agenda. I am ashamed of the 
USAF." 

"This is exactly why no one should join the military. 
The leaders are all en�rely Woke, with no actual 
war figh�ng capabili�es. You could get killed 
working under such poor leadership." 

"I spent my life in the service. I’ve always helped 
people interested in joining. About a year ago I 
began telling anyone who asks, not to join the US 
military. Very sad." 

"I served in the Army at a �me when being a 
Patriot was encouraged and honored. I do not want 
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any of my children enlis�ng nor any future grand 
kids. This country is going full on communist." 

“As a combat veteran during the Viet Nam era I 
have encouraged many young people that had no 
vision for their own future to join the service. 
There isn’t a chance I would suggest that now, and I 
don’t believe I’m the only vet out here that thinks 
the way I do. If you consider the number of vets we 
have in society, if even half of them no longer 
recommend young people join the military, that 
alone would or could account for a large drop in 
the numbers of enlistments.” 

“I think of my uncle, dead at 20, buried in North 
Africa since 1942. He died to preserve the republic 
and we all have honored his memory, respec�ng 
his sacrifice, my grandmother always remembering 
her brother. Now, I have 5 sons and I will not let 
them serve nor would I cooperate with them being 
dra�ed to go die for these criminals that have 
stolen this country….” 

“These were the intelligent and the free who le�. 
They made the right decision. They will not return 
to where they were humiliated by those who don’t 
love freedom and embrace socialism like today’s 
army.” 

“I’m currently in the Army and there are huge 
issues that aren't tolerable. But being this close to 
20 year re�rement is the only incen�ve keeping me 
in. I've seen several amazing and young leaders 
under toxic leadership a�er their first contract they 
get out. I've seen women falsely accuse men of 
rape and they get captured out dishonorable. 
There is no inves�ga�on, it's prety much if anyone 
accuses you of sex crime you did it. Women are 
incen�vized to accuse men of misconduct to get 
transferred to new duty sta�ons it happens a lot. 
The army doesn't protect or stand for men at all 
anymore. The quality of terrible soldiers that they 
allow to graduate from basic training is terrible I'm 

afraid. For the military future of America, they are 
promo�ng young selfish toxic leaders really fast to 
NCO. Soldiers I wouldn't trust with a potato gun. 
They don't have integrity; they will lie in order to 
protect one another. They want the Army to adapt 
to them and their par�cipa�on trophy mentality. 
They are more focused on only what they can get 
out of the Army. They fraternize and most are 
having sex with one another junior enlisted and 
senior leadership and junior enlisted. It's truly 
disgus�ng they don't know how to take 
construc�ve cri�cism. They don't know how to 
separate friendship and leadership. I saw a female 
LT popped for cocaine, but she wasn't kicked out 
for failing her UA. A private nothing fails for 
marijuana and they chapter him out in like 10 days 
it's crazy.” 

“Whoever you are, you're 100% correct. I'm a 
female that re�red in 2018, not because I didn't 
love my job, it was because of all the whining and 
complaining from soldiers who wanted to get paid 
for being on their phones, and the leadership was 
there to support those who cause trouble when 
they couldn't have it their way. The military today is 
nothing like it should be. The United States couldn't 
win a war today with the soldiers they have, it's 
very sad.” 

“When I started hearing of the current recrui�ng 
crisis, my first thought is they must be having issues 
with recrui�ng the next gen from currently serving 
or veteran families. None of this should be a 
surprise to leadership. They know why. They just 
want us to do their homework and help them find 
the language they can weaponize to gaslight the 
next gen. Because they have no inten�on on fixing 
squat. Panels like this are just a way of entering $$$ 
amounts under "programs and services" provided 
(legal accoun�ng trick). That's not a joke. My 
husband and I are both Navy veterans. All three of 
our kids were born while on AD. All came of age 
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within the last 10 years, and despite our careers in 
the Navy being a good life during the 90s and 00s, I 
threw down about any of our children joining up 
with any branch. From the outside, the current 
quality of leadership is troubling. Yes, I'm 
concerned about post service, but that's been 
going on since �me immemorial. They have to stay 
alive to get to that point first. And I have zero 
confidence that our DOD values their lives. At all.” 

“I served in the military (Air Force and Navy) for 23 
years. Enlisted at 17 and re�red as an O5 in the 
Navy. I believed in this country with my whole 
heart and soul. Now I can't even explain to my 12 
year old why I served. He understands things were 
different but just will never willingly put on the 
uniform of our Country. If the children of veterans 
and a re�red veteran no longer have faith who is 
going to defend our freedoms.” 

“I am a re�red Navy Commander with 30 years of 
Ac�ve Duty Service (4 enlisted 26 as an officer). I 
started out in the Carter years, 76 to be exact and 
came back in during the Reagan buildup un�l 2012. 
I am as ardent a patriot and supporter of the 
military as anyone, in fact probably more having 
spent half my life in it. BUT, today I encourage no 
one to join.  
     In my days homosexuality was a reason to get 
kicked out, but I do not remember anyone suffering 
this fate. In fact, I had several people over the years 
that were most likely gay, but it didn't mater as in 
fact they were some of my most competent sailors. 
I do not encourage not serving because of this, as I 
said they were hard workers.  
     The reason I do not encourage service is 
DemocRATS allowing Transgenders to serve. Why? 
Because Gender Dysphoria is a mental illness. The 
military would not allow diagnosed Schizophrenics, 
Paranoids, Mul�ple Personality Disorder, and other 
debilita�ng mental illness sufferers to lead people. 
As I said I served in the Carter years with all the 

senior personnel having served in Vietnam and less 
than a decade a�er the racial unrest of the late 
60's. In the mid-70's we all got along in the �ght 
confines of a ship and worked as a team onboard 
and went out on liberty together. Now the 
DemocRATS are pushing racism THAT DID NOT 
EXIST un�l 3 years ago. THE only countries that 
have poli�cs ingrained are Communist, we are 
heading there.” 

“The destruc�on of the US military by this 
administra�on has been inten�onal just as drawing 
down the SPR and runaway debt was inten�onal. I 
would not recommend volunteering to serve under 
this bunch to any young person despite all the 
good that comes from military service. A top down 
clearing out of all the services is needed to ins�ll 
faith and trust back in the military. Start by 
removing woke from the service academies and 
bringing back real honor codes. Dishonesty and PC 
in the officer corps is pernicious. Good leadership 
at the top will change the recrui�ng problem 
quickly. Tradi�onal military values are �meless and 
essen�al to survival of the republic.” 

“During the 1990s, an aircra� carrier captain 
no�ced that female sailors would �me their 
pregnancies just before a WESTPAC deployment to 
allow them to stay in home port of San 
Diego.  Instead of leaving the female sailors in San 
Diego, the captain took them along on deployment 
and le� them in Guam to have their babies.  There 
were no pregnancies before deployment a�er that 
happened.” 

“A member of my family was an officer aboard a 
carrier about a decade ago.  Said they averaged 
about 5 a month they had to remove from the 
ship.  Most he thought were on purpose because 
they didn’t want to do the deployment.” 

“I was in the Navy many years ago. There are a lot 
of men in close quarters. You can’t be having 
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queers in that environment. I would NEVER join 
with all the LGBT recruitment that has been going 
on. Nope. Go to trade school. 
     I served 1977-85 Navy Nuclear Power. This was 
great training, es�mated at $100k worth back in 
the day. I'm comfortably re�red from a profitable 
career, I have a hard �me recommending that path 
today. 
     We only had one commitment - that was to the 
Cons�tu�on. Today there are so much corrupt 
loyal�es required such as Diversity Equity Inclusion 
of degenerates. When I served - gays were not 
permited to join. The ones that did kept it under 
wraps or got bad paper / kicked out. The reason 
the Navy explained in Boot Camp - was they are a 
security risk. Look no further 
than  Bradley  *Chelsea* Manning. Proof of the 
theory. 
     It was not an easy job then. Nuclear Power is 2 
years of exhaus�ve training - and my genera�on 
came beter prepared regarding Math / Calculus. 
These kids have suicide stories making the papers - 
unheard of 40 years ago. It might be too tough for 
the tee ball genera�on. There were no 
par�cipa�on ribbons - they failed out half the class 
rou�nely. There were just a few Carriers when I 
served, but more submarines. 41 Ballis�c missile 
subs and almost 100 Fast Atacks. 
     I never served at sea with women - and don't 
consider that an appropriate environment for 
women. The plant was 100 dB noise, way over 100 
degrees F and involved radia�on exposure. 
     I have friends made over 50 years ago - and 
worked alongside many in the industry. It was a 
good experience but difficult and a ton of mentally 
and physically hard work. I can't see it las�ng much 
longer just based on the available young folks and 
the degeneracy of the Pentagon.” 

"My last commander of my unit in the Airforce, 
called all of us "humans" because she was so 

concerned about not offending anyone and wanted 
to talk about our pronouns all the �me. This was 
2021." 

"I work for the Federal Government, and I get an 
LGBTQ email every month. Constantly ge�ng it 
shoved in my face. Gets old!!" 

"DEI and the alphabet movement is a good way to 
isolate the majority of possible candidates. 
Pandering to maybe 10 percent of the popula�on is 
a good way to tank recruitment numbers and guess 
what its showing. It’s the military, DEI and sexual 
inclusion shouldn't even be an issue. Everyone is a 
soldier. Our enemies are fueling these movement 
to weaken our country and military and its 
working." 

"I would never encourage anyone to join the US 
military nowadays. I re�red from the Army in 1992 
and live outside Fort Cavazos (formerly Fort Hood) 
and am thoroughly disgusted with how the Army is 
run nowadays." 

"I re�red from the Army and have not 
recommended it to my son due to progressives. He 
was smart enough to reach that conclusion 
himself." 

"I am a veteran. I also agree that the military is now 
too poli�cal, that's a very bad problem." 

"As a Vet who has spoken with SM's and other Vets 
we most definitely think there is a woke problem." 

"My Husband just re�red a�er 23 years and he 
would have stayed in and gave them 30 if they 
hadn't went woke and poli�cal and every single 
friend of his says the same! I did 8 years 2002-
2010, not only do I not suggest to my own children 
and family members to NOT join, I ac�vely cau�on 
against it at all cost! We don't fight for a country 
who has made it known that they hate us!" 
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"I’m a vet….and I’m one that tells people to not join 
these days. It was ge�ng too so� as I was ETSing, 
but my god it’s a total embarrassment now. When 
a pronoun is more important than ge�ng a vet 
good VA services….you have failed those service 
members." 

"I’ve been re�red for 22 years and this woman is 
embarrassing. I hang my head ashamed of my 
Army." 

"I'm literally one of the ppl who hasn't joined YET, 
because of this." 

"My son's ship just received a man who is wai�ng 
to have sex reassignment surgery and they had to 
go through around round of DEI training. We are 
heading into war and the navy is worried about 
chopping off genitals and wokeness training. That's 
why no one wants to enlist." 

"I’m in the Army, been in for 18 years, and have 
worked as a recruiter. The poll that shows that the 
military is “too woke” is accurate so many people 
within the military feel this way… and the people 
that actually get other people to think about the 
military on a large scale, are not recruiters but 
other people in the military that talk about their 
experience to friends and family. The only way to 
turn this percep�on around would be to take a 
hard stance against liberal ideology and make an 
aggressive marke�ng campaign where they clearly 
state they want a strong force free from liberal 
ideology and apologize white people to overcome 
how bad they ignore their contribu�ons to the 
force. Literally every other na�onality gets special 
recogni�on but anything white is Ignored." 

"You enlist, then just as soon as you get off the bus, 
you're told that you could go to prison for viola�ng 
someone's protected gender status. I would never 
salute a fake woman, nor iden�fy anyone other 
than their actual gender and would without 

reserva�on, accept prison and a dishonorable 
discharge to not play this game. People must reject 
the wrong and be willing to segregate from it, 
boycot it and provide aid to those who are figh�ng 
against it." 

"I am re�red military. I have always advised any 
young person to join the military un�l the past two 
years. I now have three grandsons and if things 
don't change, I will advise them to stay out of the 
military." 

"I am from a military family. My grandfather, father, 
uncles and son all served in the Army or Marines. I 
cannot and will not encourage my grandchildren to 
serve in the military. The WOKE military is why." 

"I served and am a combat veteran. I told my kids 
not to enlist." 

"Cry me a river. Spent 20 years in the military when 
men were men now the military is full of wimps. 
Sure do hope there is never a war on our soil this 
country would be doomed." 

"The boys from the south and Midwest will no 
longer be cannon fodder for a woke military. You 
can’t expect them to want to die to keep deviants 
and perverts free to prac�ce their lifestyles. So the 
most patrio�c resource now will have to be 
dra�ed. Those southern boys are not going to lay 
down their lives so that Ben Cardin’s intern can 
have deviant sex in a senate conference room. The 
moms and dads of these regions are not going to 
let their kids serve and I don’t blame them." 

"Well said. There is only so much abuse that 
decent, patrio�c young men and their parents can 
tolerate before they say, "No more." 

"Every AD troop I've spoken with (quite a few as I 
serve on a local Honor Guard) aren't reupping. 
Most say they can't trust the troop next to them to 
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have their 6, litle confidence in leadership and no 
value in mandated DEI garbage." 

"It has always been this way. Service is Service. You 
have to want to do it for reasons other than 
monetary reward or you are going to be really 
unhappy and not just annoyed. My en�re family for 
genera�ons has Served and all felt good about 
Serving and the comradery with others in batle to 
protect their country. They all complained and 
laughed at the condi�ons, but the next genera�on 
always stood up and served just like the previous 
ones did. This has all ended and folks are now 
telling their children and grandchildren to forego 
Service. The government has made these folks out 
to be terrorists and dangerous because of their 
values. This has been and will be a very big mistake 
made by people who cannot see over their noses. 
But such is "democracy" I guess. Elec�ons really do 
have consequences. Some good and some bad. The 
communists and totalitarians will win this batle 
with decisions like this one." 

"Many people used to join the military because 
they felt they were defending the Na�on's borders 
and the principles that form the founda�on of that 
Na�on. Today, they see our borders and principles 
being atacked from within by those in our own 
government. That is not good for recrui�ng." 

"It seems to be the woke that are complaining, but 
then you have to realize the non-woke were 
poli�cally purged or kicked out over refusal to take 
the experimental vaccine. Those were the men and 
women willing to do their service, not complain 
and fight if needed. They were offered reenlistment 
but have refused that en-mass feeling their rights 
were violated. The whole thing seems upside down 
and backwards." 

"I was in the military when they told us to leave. 
We were too male and too White. F yeah, it’s 
personal. I wouldn’t care if that military ended up 

at the botom of the South China Sea. My only 
regret would be that the people who did this will 
be safe in the Pentagon." 

"The woke military leadership told us to leave. They 
said whiteness has no place in the military and to 
double down told us to get a shot. So I re�red. My 
kids won’t be going to the military. That’s where 
the problem is. See, my grandfathers, dad, uncles 
and brothers were in the military. They’ve lost 
those people. It will take genera�ons to fix that." 

"I served in the army from 1990 un�l 2008. I was a 
cavalry scout and saw ac�on during Desert Storm 
and then again for OIF. I went to Iraq a total of 4 
�mes and 1 �me in Afghanistan. I am from the 
south, Florida, and I joined for basically the reasons 
u stated. I wanted to do my part for God and 
Country and to defend those that could not defend 
themselves. That being said, had I known 
democrats would turn against America and atempt 
to destroy it and force their nasty an� American 
hate filled ideology on this country I would have 
never served in the first place. The worst person 
this country has produced, the democrats god-king 
Obama, we elected. Had I known I would have 
never served. As I see it, I wasted 18 years of my 
life with great risk to my life and have friends that 
did not come home, all of it was a waste. Friends 
sacrificed their lives and it was a waste. Men beter 
than any democrat or rino did not die for this. I'm 
scared to go see them and have to be the one to 
tell them how their sacrifice means nothing 
because of ungrateful democrats and an en�re 
genera�on of kids that can't even do 50 push ups in 
2 minutes. If I could go back in �me I would have 
never enlisted. Never in my worst nightmares did I 
think I would ever feel like this." 

"Plus they are indoctrinated in school that the US is 
a bad country. Why would you be willing to 
sacrifice your life for a bad country?" 
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"The Air Force lost a fine young man who was fed 
up with woke leadership. How many more will walk 
away?" 

"As a vet, I’d counsel the young to stay away as 
well. Well-led militaries do not carelessly throw the 
lives of their men and women away. That is an 
ancient axiom going back to Sun Tzu. Given how 
our wars go now, it’s clear that we do not have a 
well led military and we won’t any�me soon as the 
current senior leadership is not held accountable 
for batlefield failures." 

"My sons came of age during the Obama 
administra�on. Their plan, hope, had always been 
to enlist a�er their high school gradua�ons. They’d 
join together having decided upon the Air Force 
and had the test scores to accomplish that. They 
knew from family members who’d proudly served 
long term, many having re�red from one branch or 
another, the pay would be crap and the work 
beyond hard and even life threatening during �me 
of war, but the benefits, to include a great sense of 
accomplishment and pride in so having well served 
God and Country, would outweigh the temporary 
hardships. But when the �me came to actually 
enlist, I discouraged them, as did many in the 
family who’d served. Then was not the �me. Beter 
to wait to serve under a President who revered 
God and Na�on. That man was not Obama who 
gave far greater allegiance to blood thirsty Islam 
than to Judeo Chris�anity and who was so hard 
pressed to change the very principled founda�ons 
this once great country was founded upon." 

"The military I saw in 2005-2013 was in moderate 
shape. Since then, events and agendas have uterly 
destroyed troop morale, cohesion, and training. To 
join now is a bad idea; you may know, for instance 
that the military has lowered the ASVAB 
qualifica�on score to '10'. Many of those who go in 
now are simple opportunists, with no discipline 

and no ability to be trained; those are the service 
members that you are asking your son or 
neighbor's son to entrust his life to." 

"Our only hope is to clear out all the dead weight in 
the Pentagon. They do not seem to have victory set 
as the priority." 

"Yeah, I am in the military, un�l I re�re in two 
years, and come from many forefathers that have 
fought for the US as well as the Revolu�onary War 
and for the Confederacy. My son wanted to join the 
military so I told him that he will learn more about 
life while con�nuing to work the job that he has, 
working on a farm. Needless to say, I discouraged 
him to join the military. The military is more 
concerned about le�ist poli�cs than training to kill 
people and break things!!!" 

"I'm a (Cold War/GWOT) veteran Had my seabags 
packed and ready when the Iranian Hostage Crisis 
occurred. Come from a long line of veterans. My 
son is in the Navy reserve. My Family has been in 
every conflict since the Revolu�on. I find myself 
telling young people of my community now days to 
stay away from the military. Something I would 
have never thought I would. Something is broken 
with our leadership Civilian AND Military." 

"We, of the past genera�ons, joined to fight for 
ideals, and we believed the Cons�tu�onal ideals 
were far beter than the alterna�ves provided by 
the Soviets. And then we elected leaders and had 
school systems that espoused the ideals of 
Communism, and ac�vely worked to undermine 
the Cons�tu�on. So, for what would a young 
person fight? The military is not for everybody, but 
if one cannot see the ideals for what one is 
figh�ng, then why volunteer? This is a failure of 
leadership, a failure of poli�cians, and a failure of 
culture." 
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"Nobody joins the military for good food and easy 
hours. Many people join the military because they 
love their country and the idea of serving it makes 
them proud. Unfortunately, the Biden 
Administra�on has done such damage to the 
military that patrio�c American loving people don’t 
want to be part of the woke mess they have 
created." 

"My son didn’t re-enlist because of Biden, and the 
whole DEI, women in men’s barracks, and various 
HR “sermons” he had to deal with." 

"What we are seeing is 100 % psychological 
warfare. Our military has been demoralized to such 
an extent it is no longer combat ready. If 60% of 
ac�ve duty personnel are overweight and reluctant 
to fight even going so far as to public voice their 
disappointment that means our enemy has won." 

"If diversity is our strength, why do we have to 
keep lowering our standards to achieve it?" 

"When you have demonized the part of the country 
that has fought for it for genera�ons and loved it, 
this is what you get." 

"The backbone of the military is young white men 
from farms and small towns par�cularly in the 
South. Now veterans are advising their sons not to 
enlist, a catastrophic break with tradi�on. 
Recruitment ads targeted low achieving minori�es 
and sexual deviants, enlistment plunged, and now 
they’re recalibra�ng and trying to recruit young 
white men once again but these men are not 
having it." 

“I worked at a college un�l recently, and I heard a 
lot of young men state they had no interest in the 
military since it went woke/gay.” 

“21 years army and whenever I am asked by 
someone if they should join. I tell them 
uncategorically no. The young people I know are 

patrio�c and un woke I tell them the new military 
would destroy them for their conserva�ve and 
Chris�an moral views.” 

“I was a proud Navy vet, my brother and father AF 
vets, Two uncles army/marines, grandparents army 
and navy, great grandparents army. I've also a long 
history with the military, but even as of 2012, when 
I re�red i saw the wri�ng on the wall of how 
shanked it was ge�ng, and am GLAD I have no kids 
thinking of joining, as I’d do all I could to uterly 
discourage them.” 

“My daughter and SIL are ac�ve duty. It is worse 
than you and everyone thinks. There are a ton of 
them doing only what is necessary to get to 
re�rement and the new recruits, what few there 
are showing up in the unit, are disturbing. 
Uneducated, undisciplined, arguing with superiors 
including officers and everyone is afraid to do 
anything because they will be thrown out.” 

“No talk about the woke image the military has 
forced down recruits throats. People are actually 
�red of this crap and this push for diversity creates 
adversity and conten�on!” 

“– Villainize the primary segments of society 
recruits come from. 
-poli�cize the mission from defend America to 
worrying about “white rage” 
-promote the most incompetent people possible 
into leadership. 
-unhealthy obsession with the alphabet gang. 
-lowering of standards. 
-run off your best warfighters over a disputed shot. 
-abandon the veterans 
-sacrifice personnel and equipment for poli�cal 
brownie points. 
-insanely low pay. 
-rules of engagement almost guaranteed to make 
our people targets and get them killed. 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 121 
 

 
STARRS.US 

And the list goes on and on and on. Why should 
anyone join right now?” 

“I’m a 23 year Army Veteran and the strong 
economy they think we have is just not there for 
the last three years. The missed recruitment goals 
has all to do with the society that everyone is a 
winner mentality along with the woke policies 
being implemented in today’s military. I have a 
daughter who has been in for 11 years and she 
sees the effects of these policies along with the 
mentality of the recruit’s who think everything 
should be handed to them. Get back to the actual 
reason we have a military is to defend this country 
and fight to win wars--not be part of the culture 
wars. I also need to men�on I work for the Army a 
civilian and see this firsthand with the training the 
troops go through all in the name of DEI. Stop it the 
military was never meant to be all inclusive it is not 
for everyone.” 

“The focus on “living condi�ons” as a problem for 
low recruitment is a false flag and shows just how 
far out of touch the “senior” military leadership is 
with the average military recruit. The root of the 
problem is most likely that the there is a subset of 
society that is inclined to serve in the military and 
that subset is currently dissuaded from 
volunteering to serve by the hard “le� turn” of the 
current military leadership and subsequent drive to 
ins�tute “wokeness and DEI” into all things military. 
I am a veteran and would definitely discourage my 
children and the children of everyone I know from 
serving in today’s military. I have absolutely ZERO 
confidence in the ability of the “Leaders” at all 
levels of the military to ACTUALLY LEAD in a 
manner befi�ng the service of today’s recruits. The 
Liberal Le� has finally succeeded in destroying the 
US Military, something they have been trying do 
since the early 1970’s and Vietnam. The Liberal Le� 
truly destroys everything they touch.” 

“A lot of us in during the clinton/obama years have 
long memories of witch hunts for patriots and the 
creeping wokeness that was infec�ng upper 
command staff, made the environment toxic and 
hazardous to your career. I used to encourage 
young Americans to go into the military. Not 
anymore. I cringe when I read the news of 
“diversity and inclusiveness” in the military and 
wonder how our military will fare on the next 
batlefield.” 

“Just went to visit my son who is in the Military. He 
is enlisted flight crew. Besides his primary flight 
crew job, he is also working Supply (unit no longer 
has a Supply Guy). Unit no longer has a Finance 
Person so he has to help with Travel Vouchers and 
Government Credit Cards. Mission planning, 
Opera�ons and Modules on Poli�cal Correctness 
and he is working 12-14 everyday, some weekends. 
He has what should be the best job in the Military 
and he cannot wait to get out!” 

“Vaccine mandate and woke lack of 
leadership......drag shows on flight lines. I would 
never join on these terms. Glad I am re�ring soon. 
Seen a lot of administra�ons in my career. Trump 
was the best. Biden is beyond the worst. Sleep well 
Americans. Your military is being destroyed. Take it 
from someone on the inside.” 

“I served in the Army with combat deployments in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, I tell every young person that 
asks to stay away from today’s military. The 
Democrats destroyed it and I will not help them fill 
the ranks to warp and destroy young Americans.” 

“One of the saddest things I ever saw was a re�red 
Admiral talking to my father, a re�red Colonel 
about regre�ng serving their country because of 
what it has become.” 

"Nobody should wonder why the U.S. military is 
not hi�ng its recruitment goals. This story about 
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wokeness in the Navy is representa�ve of the USAF 
and Army training too. I've supported the US 
military for 30+ years, and always encouraged 
young people to join. I can no longer do this, and I 
don't. Way, way too many training hours, constant 
propaganda, promo�ons, and rewards go towards 
woke nonsense. And, believe me, our military's 
capability and readiness are suffering. The damage 
to morale and effec�veness is much greater than 
the public knows." 

“I'm not into this social experimental lab they have 
turned our military into. I'm disgusted. Our son is 
serving. He's one of the good guys. I asked him how 
does he cope? He said, "Mom, I just put my head 
down and put my shoulder to the wheel. This is my 
job. That's all. A job. I do it and I go home at the 
end of the day. I say my prayers. I know where my 
heart lies. I know in whom I believe and trust. 
That's how I do it." God bless him and the other 
soldiers who do the same. I've never been more 
proud of our son. He's got 3.5 years le� �l 
re�rement.” 

“This DEI stuff is not just confined to the officer 
ranks. My brother was busted down two ranks 
when a minority radio operator disobeyed a direct 
order not to radio back to base unless specifically 
ordered to do so. The unqualified diversity hire 
brought the en�re company to their posi�on when 
he panicked over roo�op gunfire exchanges 
between Sunni and Shia which were a regular 
occurrence. The fool ducked into an ally and sent 
for help then popped back out without informing 
my brother. He didn't find out un�l the Humvees 
started rolling in. My brother was willing to take 
discipline for the horrible ac�ons by an 
incompetent in his squad but decided to exit the 
Army when the DEI hire faced zero consequences.” 

“I've been serving on ac�ve duty in the Marine 
Corps for over 20 years. Was even a recruiter too. 

With this current genera�on, I don't think even Zig 
Ziglar could make any sales right now. The level of 
discourse, division, blotched Afghanistan 
withdrawal, as well as many other administra�on 
failures, is enough of a deterrent for any young 
folks considering a career in the military.” 

USNA Gender Course: 

• "This is the kind of "educa�on" that one 
expects of totalitarian regimes. Poten�al 
recruits are increasingly aware of this, and 
that is why the armed forces of this country 
can't meet their recrui�ng goals, which 
raises an important ques�on: What is the 
future of a country in which the values and 
a�tudes of those tasked with protec�ng it 
are fundamentally at odds with the social 
and poli�cal values of its ci�zens?" 

• "Just like my alma mater, GWU, I am aghast 
by what has happened to great ins�tu�ons 
and tradi�ons. I am an 8-year Navy vet and 
served during Desert Storm. The Navy was 
NEVER like this." 

• "How about we teach something crazy like 
how to win batles…." 

• "All that crap goes out the window when 
facing the enemy. It has no place in our 
military preparedness." 

• "This is Bravo Sierra. Teach them how to 
shoot straight and kill the enemy." 

• "Halsey and Nimitz are rolling over in their 
graves. We are now totally incapable of 
waging and winning a full scale war." 

• "The US Navy is screwed." 
• "Too bad they can't teach them to be 

leaders of victories." 
• "The world is laughing at what has become 

the American Military." 
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• "They wonder why recruitment is down. 
Who wants to join a dysfunc�onal 
military." 

• “What person of talent and skill is likely to 
pursue a career with any organiza�on 
whose leadership is so eager and willing to 
embrace absurdity? What person of talent 
wants to work for an organiza�on where 
you have to navigate this minefield of 
distorted reality knowing that one wrong 
step can lay waste to a career and person's 
personal and professional reputa�on. 
Talented people will go where their 
abili�es can flourish while those who 
spend their days seeking to be affirmed by 
others for their distorted grasp of reality 
will do what they do best... they'll get 
promoted up the ranks.” 

 

“My son got a degree in geology. He used to be 
interested in the military but the poli�cs, the 
wokeness has changed his mind. I'm sure many feel 
the same.” 

“Re�red from the Army a�er 30 years and seeing 
how they treated my son during Covid, the mistrust 
of senior leaders from the Afghan retreat debacle, 
the apparent stressing of diversity over merit, and 
le�ng people who deny the reality of their own 
body join and then force others live with and 
accept their delusions-he is qui�ng and warning 
others not to join. I have to agree with him.” 

“I have served 34 total years, with 4 of those in 
combat/combat zones. I absolutely would direct all 
of America’s youth to NOT serve under this 
America-ha�ng, military-ha�ng, woke Marxist 
democrat regime.” 

“I currently serve as a senior NCO and have had to 
deal directly with the woke agendas being forced 

down our throats. I wrote a paper discussing the 
backlash over these policies in an NCOs school and 
was met with cri�cisms from fellow leaders for not 
being open and stuck in old tradi�ons. Our 
tradi�ons are what have kept this country free for 
over two hundred years, and I will not be selling my 
fellow Soldiers out to make woke poli�cians and 
insane ac�vists happy.” 

“I le� a�er 21 years when the CO of our garrison 
decided to make PT 'op�onal' because so few 
soldiers were even bothering to go.” 

“I served 27 years in the US Army. My father served 
20 years in the USMC. We'll be the last in our 
family to serve. I have 3 sons. None of them will 
join and I am the reason why. I have specifically 
told them the current US Military is dishonorable 
and an unworthy organiza�on. Two are serving in 
the JSDF and the last will join in a litle less than 2 
years. The JSDF focuses on discipline and winning 
any fight they get into. The US Military of today 
focuses on pronouns and gender change surgeries. 
They will lose the next war they get into.” 

“I bailed as soon as I hit my 20-year point in 2004 
because poli�cal correctness was seeping into 
everything. I can only imagine how bad it is now.” 

“I'm a 20+ year vet. Frankly, poor top-down 
leadership in both our Government and military 
brass, along with the woke nonsense (DEI, iden�ty 
poli�cs, pronouns, drag queens, over indulgence on 
abor�ons, vaccina�ons and transgender policies, 
etc,) and the systemic indoctrina�on of our youth 
through social media and liberal school programs 
that literally promote an�-American sen�ment are 
to blame. Yes, the Afghanistan debacle was the last 
straw. Biden Administra�on sealed our fate and 
un�l accountability is reestablished, I don't see 
improvement.” 
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“I ended my career as a master chief in the special 
forces--we were respected. Now an E4 can destroy 
your career if you use the wrong pronoun. The 
military needs to get back to worrying about war 
and not the proper use of pronouns. Our woke 
military is the weakest it has ever been, yet we are 
in the most dangerous �mes for the US’ future.” 

“I am from a long line of service members. 
Grandfather Army during WWII, Dad was a marine 
in Korea, Brother CB during desert storm. My self a 
22-year Navy re�ree served during all of the 911, 
middle east and Bosnia conflicts. My Son-in-law 
Army is a vet in Iraq. My son is an ac�ve-duty Chief 
Pety Officer. We have a 15-year-old grandson who 
we ALL are dissuading from joining the military. All 
of the the reasons have already been outlined in 
this conversa�on.” 

“My wife and I are both combat veterans, joining in 
1981, re�ring in 2006 and probably wouldn't join 
the military the way it us now.” 

“I re�red Army in 2012. I tell every young person 
that asks me my opinion to stay as far away as 
possible. They are not serving a na�on or 
protec�ng freedom. They are serving a corrupt 
government.” 

“A�er 28 years in the military our present military 
in most cases is not a real military but 
indoctrina�ng our soldiers and not training them to 
fight. I would not recommend any young person 
join out present military.” 

“A respectable and honorable career, has been 
diminished by many poli�cians who fight for 
injus�ces and diversity, over American historical 
values, and the view that America is a force of 
good. Not a good path we're on.” 

“My family has had someone from every 
genera�on in uniform for every war this na�on has 
ever been in, officers (as high as General - Army), 

enlisted (a couple of Master Chiefs, five Sergeant 
Majors - various). We had historically been in one 
uniform or another for nearly 350 years (US, 
Bri�sh, French, even Mexican). We have never 
gone more than 15 years, un�l now, without 
someone serving, Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines - 
even a Coas�e. Currently the "old guard", the old 
farts (and a few fartesses - their term) are not 
sugges�ng military as a path, we just don't trust 
the poli�cal leadership to do the the right thing. 
And that phrase means something to the military 
community, it goes beyond poli�cs. And a sizeable 
por�on of the family feels that the military could 
end up being used against other Americans, for the 
first �me since the Civil War (I am not on that side 
of the equa�on, yet).” 

“Most of us joined the Army because we wanted to 
be barrel-chested, steely-eyed freedom-fighters 
and because we loved our country so much it hurt. 
Many contemporary kids and young adults, the 
same type of kids that would have volunteered 
years ago, aren’t interested in pronouns, being 
lectured by hypocrites, or being taught CRT. The 
Army that we all dreamed about and role-played as 
kids needs to be rebuilt. Recrui�ng takes care of 
itself if you’re not thumbing your nose at your 
base.” 

“The inclusion of women in some physically 
demanding programs, once again lowering 
standards, has watered down the selec�on process 
where you end up accep�ng candidates who 
previously would NOT have passed. This hurts unit 
morale!” 

“The military purged religious members and many 
real god fearing and excep�onal loyal soldiers. The 
result will be felt for decades. Coming from a 
re�red LTC.” 

“I work on an AFB and the Airmen are ge�ng 
weaker every year. They need things wrapped 
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around their self-esteem, rather than ac�ng to 
solve their own problems. There are a few 
standouts, but on the whole there's a general lack 
of ini�a�ve even when one spells out their various 
op�ons. It's "You can do XYZ without my help," 
with which they answer, "But that's too hard!" 

“I'm a military veteran. A neighbor child asked me 
about joining the military and I told him he should 
probably not at this �me un�l there are some 
changes for the beter. If that ever happens, of 
course.” 

“As an Army vet, the answer to low numbers is so 
obvious. Look at the recrui�ng messages and the 
reality that young patriots don't want any part of a 
woke military. Young patriots don't want to fight for 
an equity America where talent and hard work are 
no longer recognized.” 

“My father, 4 brothers and I served in the USMC. 
My younger brother served in the U S Army. I 
recommended my son not to serve. Our once great 
military is a complete woke joke and has not been 
involved in any figh�ng that has benefited our 
great country in many decades.” 

“My son is Proud to wear his Uniform. Chosen as 
Platoon Leader in Combat medic school. He 
returned from Iraq with medals, but now he says 
he will never tell people he was in the service. Of 
course I understand. Biden, has shown nothing but 
uter disrespect and labeled them to such a low 
level. And of course we saw first-hand how he used 
the Military in his Afghanistan withdrawal horror 
show. Disgus�ng. Those men died just to increase 
his Poll numbers.” 

“My grandfathers served, my dad served. I served 
and my oldest daughter served. I would not want 
my grandchildren serving un�l this woke military is 
fixed and the current administra�on is a thing of 

the past. There is no way at this �me that the US 
military could prevail in conflict.” 

“As a 20 1/2 year veteran myself that works and 
deals with troops, Ashish Vazirani IS DEAD 
WRONG!!! These kids coming in now CAN NOT 
MEET THE CHANGED SOFTER STANDARDS SET FOR 
THEM!!! It is SAD to see these lost kids who cannot 
follow direc�ons and expect recogni�on for 
showing up (Trophy Genera�on). OUR NOW WOKE 
MILITARY IS A SAD WEAK JOKE AND I AM SCARED 
FOR AMERICA!!! I HAVE NEVER SEEN SUCH 
DEFIANCE AND LACK OF DISCIPLINE IN NEW 
TROOPS. WE ARE IN TROUBLE WHEN THE NEXT 
WAR KICKS OFF!!!!!! Former 92B/68W30 - Re�red 
153DB WARRANT OFFICER. I have seen both sides 
of the fence and what we are seeing in the forces 
today SHOULD SCARE THE HELL OUT OF EVERY 
AMERICAN WHO LOVES THIS COUNTRY!!!” 

“My daughter was going in a�er college. Her 
friends who are already in recommended her not 
to enlist. They said they waste so much �me of 
woke policies. They are upset at the pronoun 
policies, and men are allowed to wear dresses.” 

“I have a re�rement date in mind a�er 30 years of 
service, the only reason I don’t re�re immediately 
is I couldn’t stand to have this President sign my 
re�rement! I collect a few more paychecks in the 
mean�me and earn slightly more of a re�rement 
payment un�l I re�re with someone’s name and 
signature I can respect on my “Presiden�al Leter.” 

“I re�red from the Army in 2014 a�er twenty years 
of service. When service members re�re they get 
two signed cer�ficates. One is from the serving 
POTUS, and the other is from the Army Chief of 
Staff. Pres Obama signed one, and Gen. Raymond T. 
Odierno signed the other. Guess which one hangs 
on my wall and the other in a box in the a�c 
somewhere.” 
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“The leadership of the military is now woke, they 
started turning about a decade and a half ago. I 
had 23 years in and got out when it started really 
going bad. Obama as CIC destroyed the military 
from the White House, but the Officers in every 
level of command went along willingly to the 
detriment of the country and its security!” 

“The military started losing applicants when they 
started going woke. They have shot themselves in 
the foot. Women in combat arms MOSs, 
transgenders and openly gay personnel being 
embraced as the norm are just a few. People don’t 
want to say this, but it’s true. They made the 
military a tes�ng ground for extremism and it is 
failing.”—Army person 

“My son men�oned joining the other day. 20 years 
ago I would’ve been “Hell yeah” . Today I said “not 
for some bullshit war you’re not”” 

“I love the US ARMY but sadly I cannot point a 
young man or young woman to a career in the 
Army nowadays. That saddens me to say this 
because I love the Army, but I CANNOT tell a young 
person in good conscience that this woke ran dog 
and pony show is a good place for them.” 

“I understand. I served my country and was willing 
to die to protect it and put my life on the line to 
PROTECT AND SERVE its ci�zens. I took my flag 
down 3 years ago. I want to hang it upside down. I 
don’t even recognize this country, told my kids 
DONT JOIN.” 

“My kid served in the Navy and told me horror 
stories of what WOKE is like there. She made E5 
and decided to get out to go to college. The biggest 
reason she didn't reenlist wasn't college, it was 
WOKE and the nonsense pushed in these 
servicemen and women's faces.” 

“I served 21 years in the US Air Force and when 
asked, I don't recommend it.” 

“That's what happens when you alienate the 
majority of recruits by calling them all oppressors. I 
went in right when I could. Was amped up to join 
as my grandfather, father, and uncles did when 
they were young. But since the country traded in 
all its faith in values, morals, and the family unit, 
for shit that doesn't even exist, you lose that en�re 
base, too. I go on post about 4 days a week. Mostly 
a training base, I'm astounded to see the decline in 
the past couple of years alone. Gradua�on days are 
not even that crowded now. Slovenly uniforms, 
mud on the boots, hair way off reg, a�tudes like 
you wouldn't believe, and very litle respect. 
Unbelievable. We were not perfect when I was in, 
but shit sake this is ridiculous. People think it isn't 
their problem, or it’s an exaggera�on, but when 
troops lack discipline and dignity, that's when we 
have lost. There is no offense or defense without a 
show of force.” 

“Why would white men want to go fight for a 
country that despises them? I was in the Army 03-
08. My son is quickly coming of age to enlist and I 
have told him that if whites no longer have a place 
in this country, then they also don't in the military.” 

“We discussed our son entering the ROTC program. 
Nope. My husband served, and on both sides of 
our families, every genera�on has served since 
they had legally immigrated, even in the 
Revolu�onary War. Today’s military is openly 
hos�le & vaxx mandates are morally wrong.” 

“I remember being in a yearly Army thing for Army 
docs and them telling us that acrylic nails are 
approved for all genders and we’re all like who 
gives a **** about that we’re here to take care of 
our war fighters not to look cute smh.” 

“I re�red from the Air Force in 2023, partly due to 
all the woke poli�cs and mandatory DIE training. I 
was embarrassed to be associated with it by the 
end.” 
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“My sons will not serve. I don’t have a single 
veteran friend who’s encouraging his sons to serve. 
Most are ac�vely discouraging them from doing so. 
Send the Pride Brigade to fight your next ridiculous 
war for you. The “threats to democracy” are done 
with all that.” 

“My son wanted to go to West Point. He doesn’t 
anymore. The whole agenda killed it for him. He is 
absolutely the kind of person you would want in 
the military, too.” 

“I tell my three teenagers every day that under no 
circumstances should they volunteer to serve. 
Pains me as a veteran and someone who can trace 
their family military history all the way back to the 
Revolu�on.” 

“I served this country with honor and did 4 combat 
tours. My father, grandfather, great grandfather, 
and many cousins, and uncles, all served as well. I'll 
be the first to tell you, I do not recognize the 
America I served for! What you see today is not the 
once great USA..sadly.” 

“My son would be a fourth genera�on US Marine, 
but it will never happen if I have any say about it.” 

“Although I served, I absolutely will discourage my 
kids from serving. This na�on is unworthy of them. 
I will s�ll teach them of the founding principles and 
how we HAD a proper government at one point, at 
least on paper.” 

“As a re�red Marine from 96-16, it would be insane 
to serve today. Today’s military will MAKE them 
conform to ungodly and ridiculous standards. It’s 
definitely not the military. The boy scouts could 
probably do a beter job defending the country. 
#sad” 

“My son has been in 8 years with 3 to go. He’s 
advised his brother not to.” 

“My son who is quite interested in all things 
military was talking about serving... We've been 
explaining why that isn't gonna happen.” 

“I love the Corps @USMC and really appreciated 
my opportunity to serve and fight for my country. 
However, I will absolutely not let my son fight for a 
country that has turned its back on God, veterans, 
and the American people.” 

“Served 7 years and felt proud. Worked across the 
DoD as a civilian 20+ years. I steered my kids from 
it. Witnessed a rapid degenera�on of the military--
last 3 years has been crazy and caused solely by 
senior officer and senior NCO apathy. No one has a 
backbone.” 

“As someone who enjoyed my �me in the military, 
4 ac�ve, 16 reserves, I would not encourage 
anyone, especially caucasians, a�er everything that 
has happened and the governments mo�ves, 
corrup�on and support for these degenerate and 
divisive groups.” 

“My husband is a West Point grad and I was an 
Army wife. I dreamed of one of my daughters 
following in their father’s footsteps. No more. I 
would never let any of my children serve in this 
military. I refuse to let them die for the Rainbow 
Brigade.” 

“Count me in that group. Re�red Navy officer, son 
of a re�red Air Force CMSGT, brother of another. 
Our immediate family has a century of military 
service. It ends here. My son didn't enlist, and his 
daughters never will.” 

“I have discouraged my children to serve. I loved 
the Corps and served 20+ years, however I could 
see the woke changes happening and was glad to 
get out. I have no faith in military leadership.” 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/sad?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/USMC
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“We are a Marine Corps family. There is no way I 
would encourage any young man to become a 
Marine today. And that hurts me.” 

“My buddy is a recruiter, it’s not just that nobody 
wants to enlist, everybody wants out too.” 

“The Marine Corps is the best thing that ever 
happened to me. It made me a beter man while 
le�ng me serve a na�on that I love but today I 
would die before I let my kids join.” 

“Our Pastor’s son got a basketball scholarship and 
went to West Point last year. He lasted one 
semester and had to get outa there. He said it was 
so woke that he didn’t trust anyone if we end up 
going to war somewhere. A complete s- show. So 
disillusioning.” 

“I am also a veteran of the 82nd airborne, and I will 
not have any of my children serve in the military... 
And I would encourage anyone who's thinking of 
enlis�ng in the military of not making that fatal 
mistake of dying for some "woke" cause...to make 
others rich.” 

“I felt proud to serve because of my father. My 
children choose to serve for their own reasons. I 
will try to change my grandchildren’s mind if they 
consider serving. 50 years of military service comes 
to an end. This country has fallen so far beyond 
belief.” 

“Every male in my immediate family that was 
eligible to serve, served, going back as far as we 
can remember. My youngest bro. Just re�red from 
USAF. That streak is over. We all STRONGLY 
discourage any talk of service. We generally won't 
even discuss our service around them.” 

“I served 30 years AC. I was Recruiter of the Year in 
the 90s at Company, Batalion, and Brigade level. I 
also convinced some kids at church later in my 
career. Both my sons enlisted. For the last 3 years 

I've gone 180. I've convinced about 12 young men 
not to join.” 

“I have two kids in the Army. They want out so bad 
now they are regre�ng re enlis�ng.” 

“I’m a former commissioned officer with honorable 
discharges from both the Army and the Air Force. 
Sadly, there is NO WAY that I would advise a young 
person to swear an oath to this current corrupt 
commander-in-chief. And that goes for the senior 
officers of the Pentagon too!” 

“My husband re�res from the Air Force with a 20 
year career in less than 2 years and it can’t come 
soon enough. Wokeness is an infec�on ro�ng it 
from the inside out. Good airmen no longer get 
promoted due to the strat program. White men are 
�me and �me again looked over to meet diversity 
goals regardless of their achievements.” 

“As a Veteran, I’ll say color didn’t mean shit in the 
Army in the early 2000s while I was in. My Drill 
Sergeant told us we are all one color, green, and I 
can tell you that when you’re in a foxhole with 
someone, that man is your brother and vice versa.” 

“Same here bro. I joined the Army in '81 and 2x a 
warrior. During my service we look at each other as 
an American warriors and nothing else. I wouldn't 
serve under a WOKE DRAG QUEEN MILITARY 
TODAY.” 

“As a Hispanic and former senior naval officer, I 
have never been offended by names of military 
bases and hardly think any military officer is. 
Military personnel should always be promoted 
based on their performance and knowledge not 
the color of their skin or gender as so many are 
today. I separated from the military under the 
Obama administra�on because of their woke 
agenda changing the readiness of the military. 
Today's military is not the same military I joined 
and that is scary.” 
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“As a combat veteran and whose son is on ac�ve 
duty now, we are ashamed of what our beloved 
military has become.” 

“As a 15 year veteran so far I can say that the 
cri�cal race theory and woke progressiveness has 
long been present in the military and I can say it’s a 
very dangerous thing. I’m seeing people that don’t 
know their jobs being inserted into leadership 
posi�ons based solely on race, gender, and sexual 
preference. It honestly sickens me and thank god 
I’m nearing re�rement. The first �me I was put in 
front of a board for an award, I walked in with my 
supervisor and he immediately said well you gave it 
a good shot, good luck next �me. I then asked him 
what? I haven’t even gone yet and he replied I 
know but look over at the other candidates. As I 
looked over and saw a pregnant black female I 
understood what he meant. Lo and behold I lost to 
her despite clearly outperforming her in every 
regard. This was confirmed later when I spoke to 
one of the board members. This led to her making 
rank before me. This is only 1 of the countless 
examples I have encountered of the struggles of 
being a straight white male in the military. Flame 
me if you want I don’t really care but it’s true. I will 
10000000% keep both of my children from joining 
the military in the future. If you’re reading this I 
STRONGLY encourage you do the same. I have lived 
this life and the regrets faarrrr outweigh the 
benefits. 

“My Dad worked for the Coast Guard as an 
electrician. This was back in the 60's, 70's & 80's. 
He was self-taught to become an electrician doing 
the electrical repairs on Military ships. He got 
passed over for promo�on 3 �mes for a younger 
black less than knowledgeable ppl. He had to 
constantly review and fix what they messed up. 
These aren't ships that can afford to have electrical 
problems on mission. He complained about it and 
got passed over again. However, he was not going 

to let our seamen go out there and get stranded, so 
he kept doing his job and theirs.” 

”10 year Army veteran. Agree there have always 
been elements of this but it has goten so much 
worse. I’m the 90s the military s�ll maintained an 
air of impar�ality where poli�cs was concerned. In 
fact, in private conversa�ons there were plenty of 
conserva�ves. I now work as a civ around military 
and I can tell you that is not the case anymore. It is 
blatant and it is disgus�ng. It is why recruitment 
among whites is plumme�ng.” 

“I'm a minority, spent 30 years on ac�ve duty and 
don't recall a single moment where my race played 
a part in my promo�ons, it never worked for or 
against me as it was all based on ability. Today's DEI 
requirements are a joke and an insult to qualified 
personnel.” 

“I was seeing this in the Army before I got out in 
2007. People ge�ng priority and promo�ons based 
purely on their race, and it wasn't white. It's the 
biggest reason I got out. I had beter scores, beter 
PT tests, a�tude, etc. and it just didn't mater.” 

“We were given a class back years ago by a senior 
officer that served as the head of the promo�on 
board one year. He talked about how aviators were 
selected for promo�on. First the list was generated 
based on their performance files... Then the "rack 
and stack" began. People were moved around, and 
rightly so, based on the needs of the airframe. By 
that I mean if the first 50 names on the list to CW3 
were Blackhawk and Chinook pilots and the Army 
needed more Apache CW3s then those top Apache 
pilots would move up into the list. A�er all that 
happened they then went back and racked and 
stacked based on color so that there was more 
"diversity" on the final promo�on list. He said that 
then meant that of the first African American 
Apache guy was no. 100 on the list he would then 
move up passed all others to be promoted not 
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based on his performance or Army needs but 
rather his skin color.” 

“When I was a recruiter for the Navy, we, including 
the other branches, had diversity goals. We had 
and s�ll do have black upper mental group, 
hispanic upper mental group, Pacific islander upper 
mental group (which was Asian, Indian, etc, WINTR 
(women in non-tradi�onal tradi�onal ra�ngs). 
Upper mental group is anyone who gets 50 and 
above on Asvab. We didn't have a white goal. As a 
mater of fact, we didn't make a goal if we didn't 
find a certain amount of the above ethnicity goals. 
So no mater if I had 25 white upper mental group 
men ready and QUALIFIED to join, unless a 
percentage of that 25 was not ethnicity, I missed 
goal and could not put them all on. Let's call it how 
it is, the military/government did this to themself.” 

“My father served in the Army for 23 years. I 
served in the Army for 21 years. I would not 
recommend my children serve today. And that’s 
sad.” 

“I graduated USMA in 1983. Special recrui�ng and 
reten�on criteria were absolutely in force. I 
gues�mate about 33% each across special 
recrui�ng for blacks, women and athletes. 
Reten�on was en�rely focused on women and 
blacks. White, La�no, and Asian men got or no 
special aten�on when they failed. Women and 
blacks got mul�ple tries. One woman tried to kill 
herself over stress 5 or 6 �mes and rather than 
removal on a psych basis they fought to retain her. 
Yup that's the kind of person you want making life 
and death decisions .” 

“I ac�vely dissuade people from joining. I was 
almost killed in 2011 when a diversity hire f’ed up 
and froze. Now that the military focuses on it, I 
cannot in good conscience give support towards 
our youth joining with the current leadership and 
military values in place.” 

“This [fast-atack] submarine veteran calls bullshit 
on DEI in the military; a submarine could NEVER be 
nearly affec�ve as they are without merit-based 
crews; anyone who claims their lethality is in their 
weapons has never been IN the fleet and has ZERO 
clue in what submarines do [talking about fast-
atack, not the boomers].” 

“Being re�red from the military and having access 
to different bases, I have seen a huge decline in the 
base infrastructure, appearance, and mostly the 
a�tude. Our current administra�on really just 
doesn't care.” 

“I just re�red a�er 21 years of service in the Army 
and I will not recommend anyone to join the Army. 
This is a great example of what DEI has done to ruin 
our military, especially the ARMY.” 

“Trust in our government is at an all-�me low. My 
son was up for reenlistment but my brother, a 
USMC Colonel, and myself discouraged him from 
doing so. Like a lot of parents and family members 
we don’t want our precious children dying in wars 
brought on by a poli�cally roten and corrupt 
president that currently sits in the White House.” 

“Our current government has labeled all white men 
White Supremacists, domes�c terrorists, and 
blamed for every wrong in the world. The real 
ques�on is: Why WOULD a white man voluntarily 
die for this government? I served 30 years in the 
Army, but I would not recommend for any white 
person to join this military.” 

“Re�red a�er 27 years…not aligning to the woke 
Army or one misstep can mean no promo�on and 
removal…especially for officers. REMOVED for Non-
selec�on for promo�on to LTC. Yes, white male.” 

“I was in the Army, both my sons are in the Army. 
What a conversa�on we have, on all that has 
changed for the worse.” 
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“Over 20 years ac�ve duty and my bride a vet as 
well, discouraged our kids from joining and would 
not recommend to anyone in its current state. Very 
sad �mes.” 

“I spent 24 years in the USAF. I wouldn't 
recommend the military to anyone. It's a poli�cally 
correct nuthouse nowadays.” 

“The folks that pushed this CRT stuff and woke 
agenda of inclusion that has infected our schools 
and even our military is destruc�ve for morale and 
integrity of our soldiers. I served in the Army, and it 
was one place where there was no division, as each 
would give their life for the other. You will never 
find the folks who demanded their radical agenda 
to be part of our armed forces in uniform, serve 
their country, or even honor our flag, so I too 
would never recommend enlis�ng in the Army.” 

“Go WOKE and go broke. People are seeing the 
results of our current military leadership and are 
saying, "Nope." I re�red a�er 30 years of service, 
and if I had to do it today, I would choose another 
career path. I guess the dra� may be on the 
horizon.” 

“All we wanted was to survive when I was in 
Vietnam, no one cared about race, religion or what 
you believed in as long as you stood up and did 
your duty.” 

“As a re�red Army NCO that served from 1984 -
2004, i saw racial quotas in promo�on of E6 - E8. 
Those days you had to have an official photo in 
dress uniform in a promo�on packet. The excuse 
was to see if you looked physically fit, but it was 
also to see what ethnicity you were. The promo�on 
boards were given quotas on which they were to 
promote each year. I worked for some of these 
quota promo�ons and some were func�onally 
illiterate. Ge�ng monthly counseling from them 

was a challenge to say the least. Some were also 
not proficient in our job skills either.” 

“Junior enlisted make up approximately half of the 
armed services. They should trot out a squad of 
these folks and ask the same ques�ons. I guarantee 
the answers would not be welcomed by the le�. 
My mission in the Army was prety clear and DEI 
had no bearing on my readiness. What did have a 
bearing on my readiness were the hours upon 
hours of required training that had nothing to do 
with my job or readiness in general that 100% took 
away from the mission. Even as a young soldier, I 
recognized that it was completely unnecessary and 
a huge waste of �me and resources.” 

“I have dropped my voluntary re�rement request 
for Oct 2024 because the military has gone woke! 
Every freakin week or month you have training 
about Sexual Assaults, equality, trans, inclusion. It 
has become so poli�cized. We don’t care what your 
skin color , just do your damn job-- cause you can’t 
then I get stuck with it.” 

“180 degrees from what my Army was in the 1980's 
and 90's. This is one the reasons my son is leaving 
the Army Officer Corps. No longer in the business 
of war figh�ng as he put it.” 

“My daughter is USMC and will probably not renew 
but she is grateful for the training she's receiving. If 
she didn't develop tachycardia issues (possibly jab 
related due to the requirements of her having to 
get it) she might have looked at extending. She tells 
me she doesn't think they'll let her re-up with a 
heart condi�on. Even though its their fault she 
acquired one. Stupid mandates.” 

“My son was bumped out of VMI because of quota 
expecta�ons. Not because of his academics. The 
leter stated he could try again for the next year 
but the Ins�tute required a percentage of diversity 
applicants. What we have done is tell our youth 
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that here in America you can be and do what ever 
you want if you work hard enough. What is actually 
happening is if you fit a certain criteria you will be 
put ahead of the line and pampered to ensure your 
success and you don’t have to work hard to get 
there. And we wonder what has happened to our 
youth, and young leaders. Agreed, definitely a sad 
day!” 

“A good friend of mine was told to his face “we are 
not looking for OCS candidates of your ethnicity. 
We are looking for an Asian American and an 
African American.” Recruiter didn’t even hide it. 
The conversa�on stopped right there. Refuses to 
entertain the idea of pu�ng my buddy in. We sat 
there blown away.” 

“As a re�red black 28 year special forces SGM ; 
what does diversity have to do with qualifica�on 
and assessment to become a pilot etc.” 

“My friend’s son was ini�ally denied a USAF WSO 
spot gradua�ng from Purdue with a EE summa cum 
laude degree because he's Asian. All the slots went 
to Black and La�no graduates regardless of their 
major or GPA. He was later offered (and accepted) 
a WSO slot when, presumably, they could not fill 
enough of the slots with MORE diverse (you, know, 
more diverse than Asian or Caucasian) hires.” 

“As a black AF vet, too many of my fellow blacks 
could not pass the qual test to be pilots in the first 
place. And those that could wouldn’t elect to be 
pilots anyway. Most would pick career fields away 
from avia�on and the rest would only join for 
college assistance.” 

“They filmed a “commercial” at our base, didn’t 
film anyone in our shop. They brought in a bunch 
of females of different ethnic backgrounds from 
office jobs and had them pretend to do our jobs on 
camera.” 

“I remember the day in bootcamp where they told 
us that there are no black Marines, white Marines, 
La�no Marines, etc. We are all just Marines (well 
recruits at the �me), and we are all green.” 

“As a re�red USAF veteran (1982-2003), this breaks 
my heart. My best memories are of the 
“togetherness” of my brothers and sisters on the 
flight line. We didn’t care about skin color or sexual 
anything. We worked together and played together. 
I guess not anymore.” 

“Two months ago, @samosaur and @RobManess 
and others discouraged Americans from joining the 
US military. While I said I understood their logic, I 
also said I disagreed with the idea. But I’ve been 
thinking about it a great deal ever since. I haven’t 
felt setled that I agreed with my own advice. 
Would I personally be willing to serve in our 
military given its present destruc�ve course? No. 
Would I be willing to send my own children to serve 
in the military? No. I con�nue to meet veterans 
who wouldn’t dare recommend military service to 
young Americans. I can’t blame them. We defend 
every other country’s interests but our own. What 
a foolish errand it is to sign up for that. Our sons 
and daughters swear an oath to support and 
defend OUR country (OUR cons�tu�on), and we 
send them off to die abroad for reasons it is 
impossible for even the brightest to ar�culate. KJP 
wasn’t wrong when she thanked our military for 
“serving this administra�on.” Our military leaders 
celebrate all of the wrong things. Only a few years 
ago the ONLY things worth celebra�ng were duty, 
honor, and country; were integrity, service, and 
excellence; and victory in conflict. Everything else is 
a distrac�on. When the wicked rule the people 
mourn.”—Lt Col Mathew Lohmeier 

“All 3 of my teenage sons are interested. Two are 
aspiring pilots and the other plane mechanics. The 
benefits for educa�on are huge. As a 

https://twitter.com/samosaur
https://twitter.com/RobManess


What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 133 
 

 
STARRS.US 

homeschooling family, financial demands can be a 
strain. But I can’t imagine sending them off to 
illegal, immoral war.” 

“I find myself not wan�ng to agree, but every �me I 
think it out that’s what I conclude as well. It’s sad. 
It’s scary for our country.” 

“Our 2 ac�ve duty kids helped convince youngest 
to drop her ROTC scholarship a�er the AFGH 
debacle. I will forever be grateful to them.” 

“Those of us who were career military and had 
their kids follow them in…we are now just hoping 
they don’t try to re�re and GTFO as soon as they 
can. I am praying mine just get out alive…literally.” 

“USMC vet, I absolutely would NOT recommend 
anyone joining today's military, especially under 
current CIC.” 

“The country the Greatest Genera�on and others 
have fought for is going farther away each day. I 
have so many wonderful veterans in my family who 
would be so heartbroken to see where our country 
is now. The country I grew up in is gone.” 

“My nephew is an Air Force pilot and we hear 
about the “wokeness” that has penetrated the 
military. There is a huge loss of camaraderie and 
the overall sense of “being one” that is extremely 
important in the military. When I served, we felt 
like “one”. It didn’t mater if we were white, black, 
hispanic, Asian, etc., we were united with a 
common overall mindset.  
     The same way the US has been frac�oning into 
tribalism, we are seeing the same thing in the 
military. Add in the transgender lifestyle that’s 
ac�vely being promoted under these condi�ons 
and there are people that no longer want to serve, 
or that refuse to reenlist. 
     The government has goten so many people 
accustomed to receiving money for doing nothing, 
that far too many don’t want to work. They’d 

rather sit home, play video games and collect a 
check. Are there really so many young people that 
are ineligible to serve due to health reasons? No, 
there isn’t. That’s where doctors and the military 
itself needs to fix themselves and the nonsense. 
They need to stop crea�ng “new” reasons to make 
young people ineligible to serve.” 

 

“My son le� the military a�er 5 years of service for 
this very reason. He noted the weakness it 
promotes and disunity. I feel for those who this 
affects.” 

“Wokeness has dissuaded both my spouse and I 
from encouraging our two sons to join (having two 
re�red military parents, does that seem to be 
saying something?)” 

“As a parent of ac�ve duty kids, I know the crap 
about DEI training to be true. This crap has been 
forced down their throats. China is laughing.” 

"A good friend’s son is a sniper instructor in one of 
the branches of the U.S. military. A black female jr 
officer was accepted into the sniper school and 
failed miserably. He flunked her out and thought 
that was the end of it. Not so fast!  His superiors 
told him to give her a beter score and record that 
she completed and passed sniper school.  The 
sniper unit went ballis�c. To a man they were 
prepared to resign. DEI comes to the military." 

"Wow, the jus�fica�on for slashing posi�ons is a 
prety crea�ve spin. If you cut the force, then it’s 
easier to make a much lower goal. Spin it anyway 
you want, Woke policies and much lower standards 
= recrui�ng shor�alls. It’s not rocket science." 

"I’ll give you the answer. When the current 
administra�on demonizes white conserva�ve men, 
who make up about 64% of the armed forces, as 
“racist” and “extremists” it shouldn’t be a surprise 
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as to why recrui�ng is down. Couple that with the 
fact the Secretary of the Army said she doesn’t 
want “legacy soldiers” i.e. recruits who have family 
members that have served. The blame for low 
numbers can be put directly on the Biden 
administra�on. Who would want to serve when the 
administra�on hates you?" 

"A�er serving 23 years including OIF, OEF, Desert 
Storm I have watched the standards drop , 
discipline disappear and physical standards 
lowered. There’s a reason we haven’t won a war 
since WW2. The leaders today are more worried 
about everyone being inclusive and not keeping the 
Military a figh�ng force designed to engage the 
enemy, we were so worried about casual�es in Iraq 
and Afghanistan that orders were to basically avoid 
contact, we do not have the strong leaders we once 
had. Poli�cians are too busy being involved and 
turning our military into an all-inclusive club. The 
Military needs to be run as it was designed, not by 
poli�cal leaders who cater to the whims of the 
public and follow the latest trends. We would NOT 
survive a war similar to what’s happening in 
Ukraine. Yes, we have technology but we do not 
have the discipline or desire to fight or defend our 
Country. We have let the Poli�cal leaders dismantle 
the Military and brainwash our past few decades of 
youth to be defiant and en�tled. Men want to be 
women and vis versa, hate the Flag and Country 
expect everything to be handed to them, and give 
back nothing. The real Soldiers, Marines and 
Airmen are leaving in droves because they are sick 
and �red of carrying everyone else and dealing 
with the latest bunch of brainwashed recruits who 
are all inclusive and can’t perform or refuse. At one 
�me we weeded out those who couldn’t make it 
physically or mentally only those who met the 
standards could wear a uniform." 

"The way we used to work - as brothers! The sweat 
and salt pouring off our bodies in the heat was a 

badge of honor. We weren't just a team. We were 
family. We were brothers. You did not want to be 
the last guy to jump and would fight to be first. We 
were as proud as young men could ever be. 
Defending our freedom and the American way of 
life was what it was all about for us. Not anymore. 
They can say what they want, but now it's all about 
the individual." 

"The majority of military recruits are white and I 
would guess that majority holds most of the higher 
skilled posi�ons. I say most because I was in the 
military for 7 years and met many minority soldiers 
who were extremely bright and capable. That said, 
when America’s leaders join the woke minority to 
discredit everything white, including our history 
why would intelligent whites or any patriot defend 
a country with no iden�ty?" 

"My husband is re�red military with 35 years. He 
says he would not serve in today’s military, it’s too 
woke and they are not training recruits with 
discipline and not training them in a way to keep 
them alive should they be in a war. They are too 
conscious of gender nouns and pronouns and hurt 
feelings." 

"23 years in the Navy. My son is 13 and is 
apologe�c when he tells me "Sorry Dad but I'll 
never serve." I tell him it's Ok. I wouldn't do it now 
either." 

"As ex-military, no young man or woman wants to 
join an Obama/Biden-created woke-racist military, 
where men dressed as women have become their 
commanding leaders and Tampax machines are in 
the men's commode. We've lost troops while China 
is gaining more. We have no spare ammo or 
materiel which will take years to replace, while 
China is crea�ng stockpiles. We have no fuel 
reserves because Biden won't drill, while China has 
a surplus. And thanks to Biden, American no longer 
has the once-massive energy capacity or ability to 
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manufacture and create weaponry, while China has 
built a coal plant a week, for two years. Our 
offspring s�ll believe in America's values, but one 
of those values is not selling your soul and joining a 
military with leaders hellbent on suicide. The once 
indestruc�ble cohesiveness and brotherhood in our 
powerful military began to degrade the day Obama 
was elected, and it is now totally disrespected by 
Biden." 

"A strong, proud na�onal iden�ty will atract 
strong, proud recruits - it's not rocket science. 
Underperforming recruitment is weak leadership 
followed by poor moral and no na�onal pride, an 
atmosphere or wokeness and weakness, a lack of 
respect for service and a lack of a clear dis�nc�on 
and understanding of honor and respect. If you 
have no pride in your country, you will not be 
willing to die for it. If you have more pride in your 
gender iden�ty than your love of country, you will 
not serve your country. As a combat veteran of this 
great na�on, even I, today, would not want to die 
for it as the country in its current state is not worth 
dying for; that is a sad state of affairs. I only hope 
that this country’s downward spiral is stopped and 
that we bring back na�onal pride and bring back all 
our industry for without it, we are all doomed. 
China currently has these things that we had - they 
know what they are doing." 

"Who wants to fight for this woke country? If I 
could take back my service, I would. This isn't the 
country I fought for." 

"The poli�cal army is playing games with the data. 
IF you delete posi�ons you are supposed to fill, 
then the differen�al between your established 
manpower needs and the posi�ons to be filled 
drops. So that differen�al shrinks and makes your 
situa�on appears less cri�cal? Is the Army saying 
that we were paying for posi�ons they could never 
fill or never needed to fill? Money for nothing? And 

since the inability to fill them makes our recrui�ng 
and leadership look bad, by dele�ng them the 
apparent shor�alls sta�s�cally shrink: Making the 
crisis less of a 'crisis' of their poor management 
from the TOP down to the recruiters office." 

"I’m currently in the Army (22 years and coun�ng). 
Without a doubt, the Soldiers coming in today are 
substandard as compared to even 10 years ago. 
Genera�ons of TV and constant phone �me have 
destroyed them. It’s sad." 

"Gota love DC babble. Less is More! Only the gov't 
can come up with this head scratcher: "We are 
cu�ng our already depleted army in order to help 
us fight beter!" When you can't recruit the soldiers 
YOU said you needed to be an effec�ve figh�ng 
force year a�er year...simply change the number, 
move the goalpost, "clarify" the objec�ve" or revise 
the descrip�on/strength of the opponent." 

“My son is in the U.S. Navy … he’s embarrassed to 
be in it and hates it. He’s one year in and can’t wait 
�l it’s over.” 

“My family has served since the revolu�onary war. 
Talked my grandson into NOT enlis�ng. First break 
a�er 12 con�nuous genera�ons of military 
service.” 

“THIS is why my son transi�oned out of the 
military. He had such high hopes of moving up rank 
and re�ring. But you have freaks in the military 
now and you HAVE to affirm their mental illness! 
My dad gave 25 years in the Navy and he would be 
appalled by this!” 

“This is a prime example of why the Air Force and 
all branches of the military are not mee�ng their 
enlistment goals. Real men and women don't want 
to be led by and indoctrinated by the LBGTQ idiots 
running our armed forces.” 
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“I'm now embarrassed to admit I was in the Air 
Force, I just say I'm a veteran and leave off the 
branch of service.” 

“A few years ago my nephew got an almost perfect 
score on the SAT. Although they don't ac�vely 
recruit, 3 of the U.S. military academies were 
corresponding with him because my nephew's 
grandfather was an admiral and knew a lot of 
people in military circles. He was leaning toward 
the Naval Academy when he watched the debacle 
of American withdrawal from Afghanistan and saw 
Joe Biden repeatedly checking his watch as they 
unloaded the dead servicemen and women onto 
the tarmac - Those young people were DEAD 
because of Joe Biden's awful decisions and he was 
myopically only concerned with what �me he'd get 
to leave. Shortly therea�er, my nephew declined all 
offers from the military and now atends a private 
university in Texas. He's wise beyond his years.” 

“I am an AFA grad, class of 79, LCWB. The woke shit 
at the Academies is out of control. I have stopped 
dona�ng to the AOG.” 

“In 2003 the Air Force Academy, from where I 
graduated in 1975, removed the "Bring Me Men" 
sign in two foot-high brushed aluminum leters that 
stood above the main ramp leading to the cadet 
area. It was based on a poem by Sam Walter Foss 
"Bring me men to match my mountains, Bring me 
men to match my plains..." as an inspira�on to the 
cadets. With the Rocky Mountains which form the 
backdrop of the Academy it was very fi�ng. 
     Many cri�cs had suggested the removal 
beginning in 1999, as it was not considered 
inclusive of women. The Academy resisted for 
historical reasons, but a sexual abuse case in 2003 
provided the excuse needed. Now in the wall above 
the Warrior Ramp are the Academy's "Core 
Values:" "Integrity First. Service Before Self. 
Excellence in All We Do" Upon learning this I wrote 

to the Academy Superintendent and told him 
straight away that this new moto sounded like 
something out of a 1990s Total Quality 
Management (TQM) corporate training seminar. He 
was good enough to write back, but I knew then 
this type of rewri�ng of history and the country's 
cultural "evolu�on" was not going away, and has 
recent events have shown, it will only get worse.” 

“USCGA '84. I stopped renewing my alumni 
membership over woke policies. CGA refuses to 
release a rejec�on list of applicants. Suspect many 
overqualified white straight males are denied 
admission to meet social quotas. Many socially 
favorable tribes have special support groups and 
have vast resources spent on recruitment and 
reten�on. SWM has no such advantages.” 

“One of my close buds is a West Point grad and a 
decorated veteran and very involved with the 
school on an almost daily basis. He just shakes his 
head when discussing how the school is going 
woke.” 

“This is an obvious change to making them loyal to 
the leaders of the Army instead of the country. 
Now it is obvious that plans are in mo�on to 
subvert military allegiance to our country and it's 
Cons�tu�on for nefarious reasons.” 

“My kid graduated from USMA just in �me to avoid 
this crap. I won’t send my other boys to an 
academy now. Too woke.” 

“Democrats will never learn. It's the love of one's 
country that gives a young man the courage to sign 
up for military service. It is then a honor to serve 
and evolves into a duty as you fight alongside your 
fellow soldiers each dependent on the other, each 
with a trust and friendship of all. I have no shame 
in saying the military made me the man I am to this 
day. The soldiers I served with are lifelong friends 
and one can travel the world and not have to look 
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for a bed. That army is being killed off by Bidens 
woke brigades. What has a soldier got to fight for 
now? A rampant greedy globalist communist ou�it 
going hell for leather in destroying our America for 
what? Money and power. No honor there.” 

“So what is are Army Values these days - - - - DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion), BLM , Trans and 
Gay rights, etc ?” 

“"Duty, Honor, Country" are very specific values 
and elimina�ng those terms means it's a lot easier 
to redefine "Army Values" depending on 
leadership's whims, such as "transhumanism, 
equity, inclusiveness, blah, blah." The end result is 
a watering down and graying of the defini�on of 
our Na�on's principles. Just what the progressives 
have been striving for the last 50 years.” 

“I graduated from the Academy years before Steve 
Gilland was out of high school and atended a class 
reunion a year ago. Gilland gave the 'Supe's 
Briefing' to the reunion class, intending on 
'enlightening' all of us. He ended up bera�ng the 
concerns of a classmate who was simply 
respec�ully asking ques�ons that clearly made 
Gilland uneasy as he tried to dance away from his 
woketardary. When you have to explain in length 
why you changed something that really did not 
need changing, you are making excuses for the 
reason behind the change. "Duty, Honor, Country" 
has been the moto of USMA for eons but also 
represented the values ALL LEADERS in the Army 
are expected to model. I imagine Gilland's ideas for 
Army Values are those that tend to change with the 
poli�cal leanings of the administra�on controlling 
the US Army and he couldn't be more wrong. West 
Point officers should be modeling the values West 
Point used to ingrain in its graduates. And while 
Duty, Honor, and Country doesn't need to be part 
of the Academy's mission statement, what are 
today's Army Values supplant those three hallowed 

words? Here's a clue: Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion. Gilland ought to be politely, or not so 
politely, dismissed from further service as soon as 
the buffoon in the White House is gone and kept as 
far away from cadets and USMA administra�on as 
possible. For my part, no more dona�ons to USMA 
or its Associate of Graduates un�l this woketard is 
gone and the decay in standards that he has 
ushered in as its Superintendent is reversed.” 

“We are witnessing in real �me the destruc�on of 
one of the greatest na�ons the world has ever 
known. I never thought I'd live to see the day, the 
country I volunteered to serve and protect from all 
enemies foreign and domes�c, crumble before my 
very eyes. So sad.” 

“No more duty, no more honor, no more country.” 

“As a 1970 grad, I am not surprised by this never 
ending, progressive atempt to denigrate one of 
the last bas�ons of na�onal stability, strength, and 
the American spirit. They have worked through, 
and infected, the universi�es, the na�onal 
educa�onal system, the federal bureaucra�c 
structure, all the way down to parents at PTA's 
spewing their hate for this country. The military 
was their last challenge and this is part of their 
opening volley along with the D.E.I. insanity and 
Covid mandates to destabilize the remaining 
bedrock ins�tu�ons of our na�onal history. The 
chosen "woke" general officers to lead the military 
are destroying the fabric that has allowed us to be 
the arbiters of peace on the world stage. They need 
to spend an a�ernoon walking through the 
cemeteries at Arlington or West Point and listen 
closely to what they are hearing. I doubt there is 
anyone who would prefer to be operated on by a 
D.E.I. surgeon versus one who earned enrollment 
based on meritocracy. How much more is that true 
about the officer who is going to lead your son or 
daughter into batle. Stand up and stop this assault 
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on the America you love. Vote like your life 
depends on it, for surely it does.” 

“The new mission sounds like something out of 
third rate corporate training. Already we’re being 
atacked for “God, Family, and Country”. Now 
“Duty, Honor, and Country” is out.” 

“Replacing specific, honorable terms we all 
understand with a vague reference to "Army 
Values" is another use of changing language for a 
poli�cal mo�ve. Army Values will inevitably 
become whatever the Commander in Chief decides 
it will be. This is an an�-tradi�onal, an�-
democra�c, an�-American, totalitarian, pro-
Marxist maneuver. Shame on this Administra�on 
and the current Army Leadership. We are being 
destroyed from within.” 

“Todays “Army Values” include, DEI, racial 
preferences, men pretending to be women, and 
Colonels dressing as dogs. It will always and forever 
be “Duty, Honor, Country.” 

““Duty, Honor, Country” was specific. It was direct. 
It was �me-honored tradi�on. It meant something. 
It was a compass. “Army Values” is amorphous, 
squishy, meaningless, and capable of being 
changed with the stroke of a pen and to suit the 
fad of day. This is emblema�c of what’s ongoing in 
all branches of the Armed Services. As an Army 
veteran, this is a very sad day for West Point, the 
U.S. Army, and the na�on.” 

“Frankly, this is the way our armed forces are 
heeded. Sadly, as ex-military and with a son in the 
military (freaked out by pronouns and half-baked 
‘men’) we have lost all respect for the services, 
especially the officer Corp. They should protest en-
mass or resign . Instead they’re mere cowards out 
to protect their own asses. A�er the failure in 
Afghan and no general resigned over the decisions 
made by blo-Joe. There should have been a sense 

of honor and register disdain and disgust for that 
decision. Instead they mumbled—no sense of 
honor!” 

“Before 2025 even gets underway, it will be 
impossible to recruit ANYONE into the U.S. military 
who isn't gay, bi or trans. Real men, and real 
women too, will just "sit it out," wait and watch the 
world go by. And who can blame them?” 

“I'm old enough that I heard Gen. MacArthur speak 
those words in person. They were embedded into 
me. I served as an Army officer.” 

“As an "Old Grad", I am appalled by the overall 
direc�on that the Academy is heading down. The 
Woke Agenda has reared its ugly head into a 
loca�on that should be focused on discipline and 
character. However, in the past few years the trend 
has been just the opposite.” 

“As an Air Force Academy graduate, I share your 
disgust.” 

“My father is a USMA mid-70s grad, and he shares 
your feelings. Frankly, our whole family is disgusted 
by what the ins�tu�on has become. It really is a 
shame...” 

“I’m not privileged to have been an academy grad. 
But I am an Air Force veteran who proudly served. I 
can’t believe what’s happening in this country now. 
It’s appalling.” 

“My son got fed up with the Army nonsense and 
le� a�er 12 years. He made a great decision.” 

“It's been coming for a while. My son was a 2013 
USMA graduate and had at least one communist in 
his gradua�ng class.” 

Franklin Graham said on Truth Social: “What are 
“Army Values”? The U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point has removed the words “Duty, Honor, 
Country” from its mission statement and replaced 
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it with “Army Values.” We know what duty, honor, 
and country mean, but army values can mean 
anything and change with the wind. This is just 
another atempt by socialis�c Democrats to 
weaken our military ins�tu�ons. Pray for this 
na�on.” 

“As a former Army officer and Vietnam vet, I am 
sickened by this ac�on at West Point. I thought 
about this creed throughout my 9 years in the 
Army. It made me proud to serve. No more!!!” 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, 
Governments are ins�tuted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, --That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destruc�ve of these ends, it 
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to ins�tute new Government, laying its 
founda�on on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

“I come from a family of veterans and first 
responders. I already expressed my opinion to my 
grandchildren not to pursue military. This 
administra�on is woke and cares nothing about the 
soldiers who would see combat. This was proved in 
the Afghanistan withdrawal and atacks the 
terrorist groups on our forces in the Middle East. 
This administra�on is the most corrupt and 
uncaring of the U S ci�zen ever.” 

“Our enemies are training their children in the 
ways of war while we focus on which pronoun to 
use in various social se�ngs. My screen name here 
(barbel580) represents one of the US Navy 
submarines I served aboard during the Cold War. I 
am in contact with thousands of others who like 

me, proudly served in our military and would to 
this day defend our great na�on with our lives. 
However, most of us agree that we could never 
serve in today's military. The bar is set so low it has 
almost disappeared.” 

“Served 40 years ago; recently went to a USAF 
junior officer's promo�on ceremony. But there was 
no ceremony, no senior officer, no dress uniforms, 
no tradi�on. Just another day at their office. 
Someone brought a pizza.” 

“I am a grad and I agree with much that Mr. 
MacKinnon said (except for crea�ng our own 
academies). At WP we were taught that we fight 
for the civilians not just fellow graduates. The U.S. 
Cons�tu�on states everyone has a freedom to 
state their opinion. It is true that Duty, Honor, 
Country is s�ll the moto and it was only included 
in the mission in the late 90's. So much of what the 
Academy has stood for and held true has eroded. 
The Academy was forced to removed statues and 
rename buildings because we wanted to eliminate 
historical figures that helped build West Point and 
the na�on (Does Lee ring a bell?). And much more 
but space limits my comments.” 

“I am a former USN Officer, now re�red. I and many 
like me entered the military in the 1960's. The 
Greatest Genera�on were our senior and mid-level 
leaders. We would have followed those men 
anywhere. I learned true leadership from those 
men. In the words of the late Col. John Boyd, "You 
may choose to be somebody, or to do something 
for your service and our country." Sadly the 
careerists are now in charge. They decided long ago 
to be somebody. The call for accountability is met 
at lower levels at the risk of their careers, as we 
have seen junior officers punished for speaking out. 
We fought World War II with less than ten four-star 
generals and admirals and a much larger force. 
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Empires are built by careerists. Merit is dead, killed 
by DEI.” 

"Served for 23 yrs on ac�ve duty. I have to agree." 

"34 years of service in the Navy, I agree absolutely." 

"I tell them the same thing. That said, my youngest 
son enlisted with the Navy but he went in with his 
eyes open to the lunacy he'd experience." 

"I'm 64 years old 10 year ac�ve duty USN veteran, 
and I tell all young kids the exact same thing. Do 
not join the US military." 

"With a close rela�ve in the Marine Corp., I hear 
how woke and disgus�ng the Marines have 
become." 

"With a broken heart I counseled my sons not to 
join the military when they came of age during the 
Obama years. Since the early 90s I’ve watched the 
military be systema�cally weakened. Had it been 
the military of my youth, I’d have been proud to 
see them join. I’m glad they didn’t because they’d 
be suffering under lunacy today." 

"As a 21 year vet that re�red in 2017, I tell every 
young person that will listen to me to NOT join the 
military.... I have stopped one, he is now training to 
be a fire fighter in our community, instead to 
possibly heading off to die in the 3rd world for, 
whatever reason." 

“My last name has served & fought in the military 
in every major war going back to before this place 
was a country. From me in Iraqistain (Airborne 
infantry & AH64 pilot), my dad AF pilot 
Vietnam/Cold War, his dad Marine Raider WWII, 
his dad 30th Infantry Div WWI, his dad 7th Cav 
Indian Wars, his dad 51st NY Infantry Civil War, his 
dad DC Mili�a War of 1812, his dad Revolu�onary 
war, and his dad, who was sent to present day DC 
in the beginning of 1700 a�er being captured in the 

Jacobian wars against England. All of that said, I will 
do everything in my power to discourage or 
outright sabotage any of my four children from 
joining any branch of the US military. The 
ins�tu�on is roten because the members are 
morally corrupt & lack all personal courage to 
uphold the Cons�tu�on.” 

“Same. My kids will be the first in a family line 
stretching back hundreds of years here to not serve 
in the military in some capacity. I am ac�vely 
steering them away from it. They will not be 
mercenaries for oligarchs.” 

“I’m ac�vely trying dissuade my brother in law 
from joining at the moment. Something I never 
thought I’d be doing. But it’s 2024 and DEI is full-
bore.” 

"My son, a Navy Seal, would agree 1,000x with 
what Pete Hegseth has to say. Also have mul�ple 
other family members who are ac�ve duty and 
ge�ng out. None of them signed up for a woke 
military. And they wonder why recrui�ng numbers 
are down!" 

"I didn't want my son to join, but I didn't stop him. I 
am thankful that his 5 years in the 82nd Airborne 
ended with him honorably discharged a�er he 
decided he didn't to play the woke military games 
anymore. Hegseth has it exactly right except he 
fails to call these so called generals that "go along 
to get along" exactly what they are...gutless 
cowards who don't deserve to wear the uniform." 

"Pete Hegseth has it right. I personally listened to a 
veteran who was an Admiral that spoke firsthand 
about how "woke" policies got rammed down 
Generals' throats by civilians in high elected office 
posi�ons. Such terrible policies not based purely on 
meritocracy have significantly weakened the 
morale and effec�veness of our figh�ng forces. And 
this is seriously a dangerous condi�on considering 
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how many enemies the U.S. has these days. I too 
am a veteran (USAF) and I'm very disappointed and 
disgusted by what's happened to our military with 
these horrible "woke" policies." 

"I served 82-90 with four years at the WH manning 
the military communica�ons for Reagan &amp; 
Bush. My family and ancestors have been 
performing military service back to the Revolu�on. 
Told my kids to forget military service as those now 
leading will disrespect you and treat you like 
pawns." 

 

"I live near our largest Naval Sta�on. Navy veteran. 
I also UBER. What I'm hearing is VERY disturbing. 
There's way too many 2nd enlistment people that 
are ge�ng out. E-5's are our working backbone and 
hands on teachers and we are losing them ! They 
are absolutely disgusted by new recruits that have 
ZERO ini�a�ve and discipline. The Coast Guard has 
parked 10 Cuters and closed 29 sta�ons that they 
cannot staff. We are beyond in trouble." 

"There will be a day in the very near future when 
this na�on will regret that we have done to our 
military." 

"Reminds me of Jack Nicholson's diatribe in 'A Few 
Good Men' that 'You can't handle the truth' . It was 
quite a masterpiece. We will doubtless be 
reminded of it in the future when the latest 
military intakes run away from harm's way rather 
than towards it or are just wiped out a far beter 
trained and selected force. I expect that the Roman 
army when through a woke phase just before the 
Empire failed." 

"I served for 28 years, and he’s right. It started with 
Clinton’s “don’t ask” policy. I no�ced a declining 
morale whenever a democrat president took over. 
Those policies do make it down to the lower ranks. 

The Generals (and other officers) acted like 
poli�cians." 

"Worked over 30 years for the military. Saw this 
deteriora�on star�ng around 2010. Glad I re�red 
shortly therea�er. Obama is the cause. It all started 
with him. Interns were rewarded with not working. 
DoD hired mostly minori�es who had no inten�on 
of doing the training or the work. No punishment. 
No bad appraisals. When he sent $150 billion to 
Iran, I said goodbye. " 

"The military twenty years ago was well on its way 
to wokeville. The woke garbage started when 
Clinton took office. I was there." 

"As a re�red Air Force veteran, I’m astounded by 
the lack of enforcement when it comes to dress 
and appearance at the local air base. Apparently, 
being overweight is the new norm along with 
ponytails, cheesy mustaches, fad haircuts and full 
beards. I believe supervisors are afraid to say 
anything so they look the other way. Commanders 
should be ashamed!" 

"And now it has come to JROTC--About 45% of 
USAF JROTC units are on proba�on for not making 
10% of student popula�on or 100 cadets whichever 
is less. Have the op�on to not wear a uniform once 
a week--now can wear a polo and have any length 
hair you want. And the new pay scale is out--no 
impact of how much �me you served, can now 
have as litle as 10 years and make the same as 
someone who did 25. BUT, they are implemen�ng 
a 15% pay cut for folks that have been doing it for 
awhile. Most of us won't take the pay cut and will 
be replaced by those who have never been above 
the unit level. Glad my kids are serving but I'm 
sorry I couldn't give them the Air Force that I 
knew." 

"I joined the US Navy in 1978 with the intent of 
making a career of it. Four years later, I declined to 



What Military Service Members, Veterans and Parents Are Saying 142 
 

 
STARRS.US 

re-enlist. The reason that I did so was because they 
started allowing women to be posted on Navy 
combat ships. I felt then that by doing so there 
would be compromises made that would create a 
division between men and women from the 
standpoint of performance requirements as well as 
dissipate cohesion of the units and distrac�ons 
from the tasks to perform while on duty. There are 
many examples that can be found which supports 
my asser�on that I was right. Just looking for the 
rate of sexual harassment claims and pregnancies 
on ships will support my asser�on. A woke military 
is even worse." 

 

"My good Friend was Navy on the USS Yellowstone, 
aka 'The Love Boat' as so many female sailors came 
back from deployment very pregnant." 

"Then you will remember the �me the Navy 
allowed women as an experiment on a carrier 
(don't remember the ship) I was at NAS Miramar at 
the �me, on a first deployment, and when the 
wives got hold of the story, they were angry, but 
the DOD didn't listen to them, a�er a 9-month 
deployment some of the females came back 
pregnant, And I kid you not, there was a news story 
about it and when asked the Navy actually said that 
they didn't know how they ended up pregnant." 

"It was the Enterprise (CVN65). Experienced it all. 
The "lady" recruits had all the "chiefs" under their 
thumbs and were providing "sex" favors to gain 
advancement." 

"It's been a long �me, but I think that I do 
remember something along those lines. I'm 
actually surprised that someone hasn't called me 
sexist already. It has nothing to do with thinking 
that women are not capable of doing the jobs, it's 
all about the problems their presence creates in a 
male dominated environment. Problems that in 

that environment have a magnified effect as 
opposed to the civilian environment." 

"I served over 21 years on ac�ve duty and what I 
saw essen�ally parallels what Hegseth is repor�ng! 
The problem is not the line troops, but rather with 
corrupted leadership, star�ng at the very top!" 

"I entered the AF in 1970. When I re�red in 95, we, 
the US, s�ll had the capability to fight two major 
conflicts simultaneously. Today, I’m worried if we 
could even fight one. I see our stockpiles, 
manpower, and industrial base depleted. Then to 
top that all off, I see the leadership, both ac�ve 
duty and civilian, trying to score points with 
whatever is the newest thing coming out of the 
woke world. Not a good look for our military." 

"As a disabled Combat Veteran with almost 24 
years' service I simply cannot recommend military 
service to any young person right now. Today's 
"leaders" are a joke. They care more about their 
poli�cal future (and wokeness) than for the men 
and women that depend on solid leadership. In 
simple terms, they just don't "have your six"." 

"I was a fourth genera�on military member but I 
steered all of my children away from the military. I 
s�ll felt like mission was the number one priority 
when I served, and I served alongside awesome 
men and women from diverse racial, social, and 
cultural backgrounds to accomplish that mission. 
Today diversity is the priority. The 2023 budget 
authoriza�on had $8.6 million for gender dysphoria 
(half of one percent of the military) and $16 million 
total for body armor. Those priori�es speak for 
themselves." 

"This woke movement started long ago in the 
military, it was called affirma�ve ac�on back then. 
In the early 1990s I witnessed an E-5 get 
recommended for OCS when he could not pass his 
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E-6 end of course test (EOCT). No joke. He re�red 
an O-3. 

How did this happen? A message came down from 
on high to recommend minori�es for OCS. Our O-5 
boss, always a suck up, decided he'd recommend 
this low performing E-5. Remember, he could not 
pass his E-6 EOCT to save his life. Voila! He's off to 
OCS." 

"My husband re�red from the AF in 1996 a�er 22 
years and said he could see the path they were 
going down and feared for the military." 

"Looking forward to reading this. It’s sure to hit 
home. A�er military re�rement, sadly, the flag pole 
at our house remains empty due to biter feelings 
stemming from the destruc�on and chaos caused 
by the far le�. Holding out hope it changes." 

“Merit is the only parameter worth considering. 
Race should not be a factor. I want the most 
competent pilots to control planes I am a 
passenger in. I want the most competent surgeon 
to operate on me. The race of that person is 
insignificant to me. The very fact that these studies 
were ever done is an indica�on that racists are now 
running our country into the ground. Le�ists are 
racists. They don't care if they destroy this great 
na�on if they can twist studies with foregone 
conclusions to fit their ludicrous destruc�ve 
agenda. Now we have to worry that the men or 
women flying our aircra� where hired because of 
their color or because they are best suited for the 
job. When I was in the military Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, trained together, slept together, fought 
together with no thought about color. Now our 
internal enemies have set race against race, sex 
against sex, and elevated unbalanced people to 
posi�ons of power who are there because of their 
external characteris�cs instead of their Patrio�sm 
and love of country and their competence. The 

inmates are running the asylum and ruining the 
na�on.” 

“I spent 42 years in the Coast Guard. This diversity 
tripe really took off with the Obama 
administra�on. We had to endure indoctrina�on as 
part of our general military training and like it. I 
was cancelled three �mes in a year, by the 
Commandant's office, an instructor at the 
Academy, and a now two-star admiral for contrary 
views expressed publicly. I am so glad we are finally 
ending this crapola and even happier I'm re�red.” 

“I have lost count the number of GOFO who have 
reached out to me over the years to thank me for 
covering this topic and to tell me some of the 
horror stories they have experienced trying to get a 
Navy ready to fight while working around the 
Zampolits and their crowing influence. They s�ll do. 
That is one reason I keep going. There are plenty 
around who know this is bunk...but they have work 
to do. I don't blame them $.01.” 

 

See #We the People Pulse on the 
STARRS website for posts with 

more collected comments on what 
military-related people are 

thinking: 
htps://starrs.us/tag/we-the-people-pulse/ 

 

Such as: 

• htps://starrs.us/now-the-army-wants-white-
males/ 

• htps://starrs.us/not-the-82nd/  
• htps://starrs.us/air-force-gets-ra�od-by-pride-

tweet-angry-vets-comment/ 

https://starrs.us/tag/we-the-people-pulse/
https://starrs.us/now-the-army-wants-white-males/
https://starrs.us/now-the-army-wants-white-males/
https://starrs.us/not-the-82nd/
https://starrs.us/air-force-gets-ratiod-by-pride-tweet-angry-vets-comment/
https://starrs.us/air-force-gets-ratiod-by-pride-tweet-angry-vets-comment/
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• htps://starrs.us/gen-dunford-doesnt-get-it/  
• htps://starrs.us/army-special-opera�ons-

command-posts-intersex-inclusive-progress-
pride-flag-on-social-media/  

• htps://starrs.us/army-secretary-trust-in-the-
military-is-declining/  

•  htps://starrs.us/social-media-erupts-as-
bidens-dept-of-defense-says-trans-soldier-
inspires-us-all/  

• htps://starrs.us/us-navy-used-drag-queen-
influencer-to-atract-a-wide-range-of-new-
troops-as-recruitment-plummets/  

• htps://starrs.us/army-soldier-tells-world-the-
military-paid-for-his-transgender-surgery/ 

• And many more 

 

MILITARY COVID VAX 
MANDATE 
“My son was in the ROTC program at his college 
and was on track for a contract with the Air Force 
to serve when the US govt mandated the vax. He is 
studying to be a cons�tu�onal lawyer and le� the 
ROTC program because if he didn’t stand up for 
himself how can he stand for others.” 

“I don't think I wish to give any more of my children 
to the military, a�er my daughter in the Coast 
Guard was forced into vaccina�on.” 

“My daughter got chapter out for “refusing a 
command” to get vaccinated, her response to the 
BAR and no�ce she was being chaptered out was to 
explain that she could not have refused a 
command given her command and DOD never 
supplied her with a vaccine fully approved by the 
FDA, but only EUA approved vaccines which require 
informed consent even for military servicemen. 
They chapter her out with the same status as a 

drug dealer or rapist . I am thoroughly disgusted 
with military leadership. My daughter went from 
being a very patrio�c serviceman to being 
pessimis�c about any military branch and our 
government, and who can blame her a�er the 
treatment she was given.” 

“Forced vaccina�ons and forced experimental 
medicines (i.e. Covid "vaccine") are having the 
most impact on deterring younger people from 
signing up. NOBODY wants to have their medical 
right to choose taken away...especially by a 
government agency - Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard. And the idea that you can be 
dishonorably discharged for saying NO to them 
pu�ng highly experimental drugs into your body is 
a DEAL BREAKER for many.” 

“Work/Fought 19 years 11 months 3 weeks 6 days 
with 1 day re�rement pension ahead but kicked 
out by not taking an experimental shot, changed a 
few minds to join. That and woke a�tudes!” 

“My sister in law was a marine corps officer un�l a 
couple of months ago.  Refused the shot but was so 
completely disgusted by the pathe�c leadership 
that she was happy for the opportunity to get out.” 

“The Jab is what kept most of the young men that I 
know who were considering serving from going in 
... that and that it's turned into a pervert-
fest.  There's no way I could recommend them 
going into the service and poten�al combat next to 
some defec�ve who doesn't know what it is.  On 
top of that, why would you encourage a white kid 
to join a service that hates him?” 

“The Navy treated us well as a family all the way up 
un�l the forced jabs and drag shows. Now it’s just 
demoralizing. I can't wait for my husband to re�re 
and to get back to civilian life once again. I would 
not recommend it for my children unless some 
major changes happen.” 

https://starrs.us/gen-dunford-doesnt-get-it/
https://starrs.us/army-special-operations-command-posts-intersex-inclusive-progress-pride-flag-on-social-media/
https://starrs.us/army-special-operations-command-posts-intersex-inclusive-progress-pride-flag-on-social-media/
https://starrs.us/army-special-operations-command-posts-intersex-inclusive-progress-pride-flag-on-social-media/
https://starrs.us/army-secretary-trust-in-the-military-is-declining/
https://starrs.us/army-secretary-trust-in-the-military-is-declining/
https://starrs.us/social-media-erupts-as-bidens-dept-of-defense-says-trans-soldier-inspires-us-all/
https://starrs.us/social-media-erupts-as-bidens-dept-of-defense-says-trans-soldier-inspires-us-all/
https://starrs.us/social-media-erupts-as-bidens-dept-of-defense-says-trans-soldier-inspires-us-all/
https://starrs.us/us-navy-used-drag-queen-influencer-to-attract-a-wide-range-of-new-troops-as-recruitment-plummets/
https://starrs.us/us-navy-used-drag-queen-influencer-to-attract-a-wide-range-of-new-troops-as-recruitment-plummets/
https://starrs.us/us-navy-used-drag-queen-influencer-to-attract-a-wide-range-of-new-troops-as-recruitment-plummets/
https://starrs.us/army-soldier-tells-world-the-military-paid-for-his-transgender-surgery/
https://starrs.us/army-soldier-tells-world-the-military-paid-for-his-transgender-surgery/
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“My son and wife in the Navy were both bullied 
and received consequences for filing a religious 
exemp�on and appeal was denied as well. It took 
them over a year to separate and had to endure 
tes�ng and masking while those vaccinated (and 
those s�ll got sick) did not. The navy states they 
had FDA approval, however, that par�cular vaccine 
was never issued and they con�nued the EUA 
batches. So many young men were found dead on 
carriers and in base housing dying suddenly ruled 
not suicide, no foul play and under inves�ga�on, 
yet somehow, never releasing what really 
happened. The government knows what they did. 
Very similar to asbestos containing insula�on 
products back in the 60s.” 

“Re�red Army, first military then civilian. I was 
forced to re�re 4-5 years earlier than planned, 
because I would not be coerced into taking the 
shot. I asked the Army person who was processing 
my re�rement paperwork if there had been an 
increase in re�rements and she told me yes, 
re�rements increased 28% in 2021. I guess I wasn't 
alone in choosing to walk away. One of the sad 
things here is that a lot of accumulated knowledge 
and experience, throughout the Army, walked out 
the door on short no�ce at the end of 2021, which 
did nothing to improve our na�onal security.” 

“The vaccine mandate is why I refused to reenlist in 
the US Army. I will never again serve this country 
via the military as a result of our flawed leaders 
showing that we were wrong to put our faith in 
them.” 

“I'm currently in the US Navy. I refused the covid 
vaccine and got told I would get kicked out for it 
over a year ago. Fortunately, I was never kicked out 
despite going through a shit show. Decided to 
stand up for what I believe in and I was removed 
from my ship and started working on shore. 
Greatest decision I have made in the military.” 

“My brother-in-law was forced, by the military, to 
take the jab or be dishonorably discharged a�er 
20+ years of service and 4 tours. He didn't want to 
take it but ended up doing so. He now has heart 
problems. This is real and it's happening.” 

“My husband and I just got out and we have been 
experiencing similar health issues since. We were 
also gaslighted any�me we tried to get medical 
help where we were sta�oned. We were mandated 
to get them. Do not let anyone lie and say 
otherwise. To say we are angry is an 
understatement.” 

“My daughter is in the army, she fought against 
taking the jab all the way up un�l they were going 
to start giving dishonorable discharges to anyone 
that resisted. Luckily bc she did give some push 
back, she's only had one jab, THANK GOD! We have 
been blessed with her having good health, and she 
hasn't faced any complica�ons so far. I am s�ll 
praying for God to con�nue to protect her. She 
tried to get a religious exemp�on, but they denied 
everyone that was applying for the religious 
exemp�on too. She was in a group of soldiers from 
every ranking you can think of ge�ng bullied and 
threatened their careers and they were all yelled at 
and forced to take the jab. She'll be gone for 
deployment next year, and I would not be surprised 
that they'll make her get a booster when she gets 
her interna�onal vaccines for travel.” 

“My family member was discharged from the Navy 
because he refused. He s�ll hasn't heard if he can 
get any benefits at all a�er nearly 11 years of 
exemplary service.” 

“I’m military and was forced to get J&J and I’ve had 
weird issues ever since. All are mild thankfully. The 
worst part was watching everyone atack the ones 
strong enough to stand up to this. I always 
defended them.” 
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“The forced Covid shots didn't help. My son stuck it 
out and somehow managed to stay in the guard, 
but he's lost respect for the man in the office. If 
they had contested him another �me he was about 
to give up, not the honor he was seeking by joining 
in the first place.” 

“I got my injec�on while serving in the navy March 
8 and for two years I experienced severe nerve pain 
in my whole upper le� side. It was so debilita�ng, 
and I s�ll deal with sporadic aches. It started right 
a�er ge�ng the shot but the cause was completely 
disregarded. A�er rounds of tests and no 
anatomical physical evidence of what could be the 
cause they just threw different medica�ons at me. 
The reality is more tes�ng should have been done 
before making anything mandatory, and service 
members should not be treated like Guinea pigs. 
What also sucked was s�ll having swollen lymph 
nodes from the shot too that are calcified, I 
remember my doctor just saying “ come back in 6 
months if you s�ll have these, I’ve been no�cing 
them a lot with people who have been vaccinated” 
I was 22 year old young healthy woman none of 
what I have gone through makes sense. It was the 
first available round of the Pfizer shot. Anyways I 
used to think people were being drama�c but the 
proof is in the pudding.” 

“My son was discharged (along with 13,000 others) 
from the Air Force for refusing to be injected with 
something that does harm. He was an avia�on 
technician on combat aircra�. I served in the 
Marine Corps in the 1980's. We never had to deal 
with this kind of evil.” 

“My father is now terminally ill from the anthrax 
vaccine that was forced on him as part of his 
service. Many of his fellow servicemen and women 
were also nega�vely affected. Fortunately this 
allowed my family to make our own judgement and 
decide we did not want to take the experimental 

vaccine. We are all perfectly fine, and proud we 
stood our ground based off our own moral 
convic�ons.” 

“My husband serves ac�ve duty Air Force, forced to 
take the jab August 2021, 2nd jab September 2021, 
by November 2021 had a mini stroke (TIA) and a 
new developed heart arrhythmia, by December 
2021 full blown stroke which required brain surgery 
and now the military is in the process of medically 
re�ring him. It’s been a crazy process for our 
family.” 

"When you force out over 8000 troops because 
they won’t take an experimental useless 
injec�on.....then you wonder why people distrust 
the military?" 

“A friend's young adult grandson lost his planned 
Navy career a�er developing a cardiac arrhythmia 
shortly a�er his mandatory vaccina�on. Not Afib, it 
was a rare, difficult to pin down abnormality. He 
remains disappointed about his medical discharge.” 

“I refused to take the vaccine while I was s�ll in 
despite all the threats of dishonorable discharge 
and disciplinary ac�on, but I stood my ground, and 
I was able to finish my contract just fine with 
honorable status.” 

“I was a hair's breadth away from joining the Navy 
in 2020 at the ripe age of 24. I would've shipped 
that June. Papers were signed, and I was in DEP. 
Then COVID came around, and I backed out, 
trus�ng my gut ins�nct about what was on the 
horizon. I later relented around December of 2020 
because, well, I'm broke with a degree, and I 
wanted *some* kind of job security in this failing 
economy... so I hit up the Air Force. I asked the Air 
Force recruiter about whether or not forced 
vaccina�ons would likely be a thing. He told me, 
"Never. Not a chance." I knew right then and there 
my former ins�ncts were correct, and I never 
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entered into a recrui�ng office again. The 
government doesn't care about you, whether 
you're a ci�zen or a serviceman. We are all just 
mouths to feed and minds to mold. Nothing more 
than animals with pesky "beliefs" to them. It's 
posi�vely Satanic, and I thank God that I never 
joined.” 

“I was an assistant first sergeant during the mando 
shot �me. Big Air Force came down and basically 
said the ppl who refused the shot were gonna get 
admin ac�ons and booted. Why? Because they 
would become non-deployable/lack readiness. Our 
squadron had 8 ppl on the chopping block and 
kicked one out just before the Ohio lawsuit. And 
the funny thing about the readiness part... the ppl 
in the military who wanna do the weird trans stuff 
get a non-deploy status due to medica�ons/ 
con�nual mental health care and surgeries. With 
that, they are able to stay in the service vs a person 
who doesn’t want the covid shot. Its bs.” 

“My husband almost under penalty of jail �me with 
less than a year to go before our 20 year re�rement 
had to be forced to get it. He either got it or he 
would be jailed and we would lose all of our 
re�rement.” 

“My husband is Na�onal Guard and was told he 
had to get the jab or lose his job. He said " I know it 
isn't ok, however I at least got the same one that 
was given to all the major higher ups. " It is just sad 
that our service members were forced into this.” 

“I will say from personal experience I know people 
who aren’t joining because of vax and woke crap. I 
think for a lot of young guys on the fence about 
joining, this has pushed ‘em off.” 

"And let's not forget about mandatory "vaccine" 
jabs for what (at least used to be) were the 
healthiest group of young adults in the country. 
The government and senior military leadership 

couldn't care less about the health and well-being 
of the military." 

“My daughter was top of the class in high school 
ROTC. It was her favorite class. She met with 
mul�ple military recruiters and spent a significant 
amount of �me training with military personnel. 
She took four years of Chinese and o�en talked 
about her determina�on to defend Taiwan. As her 
parents we had not served in the military, however 
we were both raised in military families and were 
suppor�ve. My line of work included assignments 
at homeland and overseas military bases and I 
greatly respected the service personnel I worked 
with. However, at one physical training my 
daughter atended, the officer mocked her 
mercilessly because she had not been vaccinated 
yet. She felt so belitled that a�er the training she 
called her recruiter canceled her appointment and 
has not spoken of serving in the military since.” 

“I have two great nephews who recently ETS 
because of the crap the army is requiring them to 
do. So many were forced out for not taking the 
shot. Low grade officers have been indoctrinated 
by the university system. It has changed a lot since 
we were in. It changed fast.” 

“As soon as my husband, re�red 25 years Naval 
Special Forces, (and me, his wife, both with 
Bachelors and Master's Degrees) were denied entry 
and medical care in both military and civilian clinics 
over refusing a medieval no�on to wear a 
paper/cloth face mask by overweight office staff 
with rainbow badges saying, "all welcome here" 
(but wear a mask), we knew our country was in 
trouble.” 

“The warrior class join the military for their own 
reasons. If others think they aren't smart enough to 
figure it out on their own, then they don't 
understand the warrior mindset. No warrior wants 
to be associated with woke ideology or iden�ty 
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poli�cs. Forced vaccina�ons devastated 
enlistments as well. The jab is killing young men in 
astounding numbers -- far more than all military 
conflicts this century combined. The vaccine 
"hesitant" were right and the authoritarians were 
wrong. The DoD is screwed.” 

DOD Leter asking those they kicked out because 
of the vax to come back 
htps://starrs.us/army-sent-leters-to-soldiers-
separated-for-vaccine-refusal-asking-them-to-
come-back/  
htps://starrs.us/army-recruiters-now-boldly-
adver�sing-that-no-covid-vaccina�on-is-required-
to-join-military/  

“It is a sign of growth to admit one’s mistakes. They 
might have to offer a litle more to sweeten the 
deal though. Keep in mind, most of these guys have 
moved on and have jobs, and those are the type of 
guys the Army wants.” 

“This lame atempt to get soldiers to return is akin 
to a chea�ng husband telling his abused wife that 
he forgives her and wants her back. If she has any 
sense, she’ll run. Trust is not easily restored.” 

“As the saying goes hindsight is 20-20, but when I 
look in the rearview mirror what I see is an abject 
failure of leadership. I mean how could anyone 
who let this happen to their Joes without utering a 
peep s�ll call themselves leaders?” 

“Our (true) Marine was informed of the 
opportunity to return, but one of the s�pula�ons 
was that he had to get three leters of 
recommenda�on!!! So his absolutely perfect 
record prior to his unlawful discharge means 
nothing! He would rather keep his “general under 
honorable” discharge and lose his career than 
subject himself to their woke tyranny. Un�l they 
punish and replace the current woke leadership, 

they aren’t going to have access to real American 
men without a dra�.” 

“Not happening. I have one grandson and two 
nephews who won’t be going back. COVID was only 
part of it. The stance that the military is taking on 
promo�ng based on “equity” rather than based on 
skills and experience is enough to keep them 
away.” 

“The headhunters call me at least three �mes a 
week to beg me to come back to Avia�on ….. 
Should have thought about the big picture two 
years ago. I am doing just fine off the official 
payroll. I keep more of MY money also.” 

“I loved my service, they forced me to re�re over 
the death jab. My son is a marine.” 

“Any man who signs up again, back under the 
thumb of those very same generals who were so 
eager to vaxx them before, and who have not 
changed now.” 

“This corporate-owned “government” has shown 
nothing but contempt to those brave men and 
women who have willingly pledged their lives, if 
necessary, to defend our country. The DoD uses our 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, “spacemen”, and marines 
as their very own playground for experimenta�on 
in le�-wing social jus�ce and gender confusing 
policies. I strongly warn anybody considering 
military service under current condi�ons and 
policies to look elsewhere.” 

“Thanks, but no thanks. Between the Pentagon’s 
cowardice during the Afghanistan pullout, the 
brass’s embrace of Marxism and bigotry through 
CRT and DEI, this illegal vax mandate, and the fact 
there have been dozens of atacks on US 
installa�ons with no response. In fact the 
administra�on is trying to give $10B USD to the 
Iran on top of the $6B they just gave two months 
ago. It is very obvious neither the disgraceful 
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military leaders and its civilian administrators have 
any interest in taking care of their service 
members. Glad I got out when I did…” 

“I am glad I re�red when I did also. Twenty-four 
years ac�ve duty in the Army. Re�red a few months 
before Biden took over and received my flag and 
leter from Trump. I come from a military family 
from all branches. Men in my family are 
encouraged to serve. But honestly right now 
nobody in my family is pushing for my cousins or 
nieces and nephews to join. They are being 
encouraged to stay away and go into the trades and 
learn some skills.” 

“It really is tragic is has come to this. We have had 
someone in the family serve in every war since the 
Mexican American war. Not so much a history of 
career service, but definitely volunteering when 
the balloon went up. Have a couple of nieces and 
nephews in ROTC programs in college. I tell them 
it’s their choice, but it won’t be the same, and you 
have to watch your back these days, you’re on your 
own in many ways we were not. Like yourself, I 
certainly can’t encourage it like I used to…” 

“Why would a white guy want to enlist in an 
organiza�on that blames every ill in the world on 
them? That spits in the eye of all those white guys 
that came before and calls them filthy names? This 
veteran will encourage our youth to stay away from 
the military un�l the military stops with the “We 
hate white people” nonsense.” 

“I would get my DD 214 corrected, but I would not 
re-enlist. You can’t trust a military who has acted as 
badly as ours did during this trumped up pandemic 
with a fake vaccine. There is nothing to stop the 
brass from doing it again. I would not recommend a 
military career to anyone today. It’s too woke and 
more concerned with pronouns than they are with 
combat training.” 

“The overwhelming majority of those soldiers, 
sailors, Marines, and airmen are NOT pu�ng those 
uniforms back on. They were screwed over and 
know it would just be a mater of �me un�l the 
current le�ist administra�on did it to them again. 
And I don’t blame them one bit. I’m a military 
“re�ree” who completed 21 years of honorable 
service, and am thankful that I was able to re�re 
before all that madness took place. If the US Army 
needs folks so bad, why don’t they get their 
precious DEI Gen-Zs to join up?” 

“I served twenty-seven years, re�ring in 2012. This 
country is not the same now as when I enlisted, 
and neither is the military. Unfortunately.” 

“The scary thing about this is the people who were 
booted out, were probably the very kind of soldiers 
we need. With this world in turmoil, we have a 
bunch of weak, woke leaders……and our enemies 
know it.” 

“At this point people who had the brains to leave 
due to mandates are likely smart enough to see the 
military and our government can no longer be 
trusted.” 

“This is part of why, despite my ten years, I ac�vely 
advocate against people joining the military now.” 

“As a re�red Army officer, I can say that let’s hope 
we don’t have to be involved in another major 
military opera�on like Iraq or Afghanistan. Their 
lack of leadership and moral courage is on display 
for the en�re world to see what they did to our 
soldiers. If I were in these soldiers’ shoes, I’d tell 
them in no uncertain terms I have lost complete 
faith in Army leadership.” 
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DOD DEI 

 

Re DOD tweet saying DEI is a strategic impera�ve:  

“Your en�re mission is to deter an atack on the US 
homeland, and if there is a war, to effec�vely and 
efficiently destroy the enemies of the United 
States. That’s it.” 

“The DOD is a total woke clown show now. The 
military was always diverse. We all worked 
together as a team. Now you are dividing the forces 
by race and equity. It is a receipt for disaster.” 

“DE&I have zero to do with defending the 
homeland. You are was�ng taxpayer funds.” 

“My husband fought and died for this crap??? I’m a 
military GoldStar widow. You people made me fight 
for his EARNED benefits, and you dishonor his 
memory with this? I’M BLACK. This is a waste of my 
�me and tax money.” 

“Incredible that you’re bragging about this when 
recruitment is in the toilet. Any connec�on, do you 
think?” 

“”Diversity is a strategic impera�ve cri�cal to 
mission readiness”. This is completely untrue and 
it’s quite concerning that this theater is permited 
in the DoD.” 

“It’s probably just a coincidence that our 
historically low confidence in the DoD began when 
the DoD’s strategic impera�ve changed from 
defending our country to diversity, equity and 
inclusion.” 

“Diversity actually means destruc�on of diversity 
and enrollment into a cult of woke ideologues who 
you keep away from your children. It’s a societal 
bone cancer.” 

“En�rely irrelevant to your mission. Defend 
America. That’s it.” 

“Hire the most competent and best people for the 
job you f—ing ’s” — Hodgetwins 

“Do you seriously think Russia or China will be 
more deterred by the US military if our military 
promotes ‘diversity’ as a strategic priority? Really? 
Seriously?” 

“Absolutely ridiculous and totally unrelated to the 
quite significant na�onal security threats we face. 
China and Russia are laughing at you/us and when 
we encounter big �cket problems, people will look 
at this moment and posts like this to see where our 
priori�es went wrong.” 

“Diversity of thought and backgrounds are 
important, but it has nothing to do with skin color 
or what you do in the bedroom.” 

“The Pentagon is being run by an HR department 
for a Silicon Valley corpora�on.” 

“This is embarrassing. The only diversity we need in 
the military is Army , Navy , Air Force and Coast 
Guard. That’s it. None of them should iden�fy as 
anything else other than their rank and their MOS. 
This is a ridiculous and dangerous road y’all are 
taking. I bet it’s why you are having recruitment 
issues.” 

“Apparently, you lost the mission.” 
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“Our country is failing in catastrophic ways at every 
level on every metric & this is what they have 
chosen to make a top priority?” 

“What a disgrace your department is. How about 
you select the best people and not worry about 
what they look like. China is si�ng back and 
laughing while we destroy ourselves.” 

“We are more at risk than ever because you have 
lost sight of your mission. Employ the BEST – 
period.” 

“This should NOT be the priority of anyone, let 
alone the US military. Our military-once something 
to be proud of-has turned into an SNL skit thanks to 
woke leadership.” 

“Diversity has nothing to do with force readiness. 
You are destroying the best figh�ng force 
inten�onally. Why? Who’s pulling the strings to 
weaken the US Military?” 

“America is going to lose a major war because of 
the focus of advancing racism and bigotry through 
DEI programs.” 

“You make us the laughing stock of the world. If we 
are atacked… We will hold you woke Generals 
accountable.” 

“The only strategic strategy is to ensure he 
readiness and defense of our great na�on. That’s it! 
Diversity weakens, not strengthens. Do your job!” 

“I don’t care who’s in the DOD, they beter just be 
the best of the best and not selected because of 
their skin color or gender.” 

“Excep�onal competence is a strategic impera�ve 
to mission readiness and accomplishment. Comes 
before all else.” 

“If I were in charge of the greatest military on 
earth, I would focus on competency and capability 

instead of sexual and gender diversity. Just my 
opinion.” 

“How about hire on merit and actually defend the 
United States.” 

“I become more and more ashamed of our military 
every day and I’m a veteran. Do your JOB and cut 
out this woke bull crap!!” 

“I really hope this is some Sun Tzu “Appear Weak 
When You Are Strong” thing, otherwise- we are 
well and truly forked.” 
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